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Ideas for using 'A Bit of Bother with a Boggle' 
to support English teaching 

Feel free to use any of these activities in class with your children. Pick and mix depending on the 
age and ability of your class. 

About the Story 

What happens next? 

Arrange the illustrat ions in order 

Arranging events from the story in order 

Vocabulary 

Recognising familiar common spelling patterns 

Adjectives and nouns 

Verbs and adverbs 

Similes 

Creative Writing 

What does a boggle look like? 

Acrostic poems 

Writing in rhyme - silly verses 

Writing in rhyme - limericks 

Reading and Understanding 

The Real Boggle Hole 

National Park Rangers 

Seashore Wonders 
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13 & 14 
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About the Story 

What happens next? 

Read the story with the class. Pause at key points and ask the children to predict what 

might happen next, for example: 


"Yeah, it's really boring" he said as he tried to kick a limpet off the rock. A second later ... 


Jack spun round and there behind him was .... 


When they got back to the cottage they opened the door into the kitchen and Mum gave a 

cry of surprise .... 


Children could talk with a partner or in groups or act out what they want to happen next. 
Read the whole story to the children . Do they like it? Why? If not, why not? 

Arranging the illustrations in order 

Print out the illustrations and ask children to arrange the pictures in the correct order. 

Discuss in pairs or groups explaining where each picture should be and why. 

Ask children to write a caption for each picture. 


Arranging events in order 

Arrange these events from the story in the right order by giving them a number 1 to 5. 

_____ Bill , the National Park Ranger, picked up a crab. 

1 A picture fell off the wall. 

_____ Jack and Rosie put out a saucer of milk for the Boggle. 

Jack and Rosie ran down to the beach. 

_____ A big splash of water jumped out of the rock pool and soaked Jack. 
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Vocabulary 

Recognising familiar common spelling patterns. 
Look for words in the story with familiar common spell ing patterns that you have been working on in 
class and list in columns. Specify long or short vowels or list both as appropriate for your class, for 
example: 

ee I ea oo I u-e I ew I ue ie I i-e I igh I y 
streaming pool while 
beach blue tide 
seaweed good tidy 
breeze like 

Adjectives and Nouns 
Ask children to find and list pairs of adjectives and nouns in the story. For example: 

flowery armchair 
rickety steps 
salty breeze 
slimy seaweed 
beady eyes 

Ask children to replace the adjective with another suitable one. 

Verbs and Adverbs 
Provide a selection of sentences from the story and ask children to 

a) Underline the verb 

b) Add their own adverb 


For example: 


Jack and Rosie @!l.. . . . . . . . . . . . . down the rickety steps. 


Jack dawdled . .. ... ... ... ... towards the rock pools. 


Bill picked up the crab .. .. .. . .... .. by the edges of its shell. 


Jack and Rosie crept .. . .. . .. . .. ... into the kitchen. 


Similes 
Ask children to find similes in the story. For example: 

the starfish was as big as Jack's hand 

a sea anemone as red as a ruby 

fish darting like arrows 


Children could then write their own similes: 


The sea was .. .. 

The rock pool looked . .. 

The starfish was . ... 

The sea anemone was .... 

The fish darted like .. .. 
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What does a Boggle look I ike? 


No human has ever seen a boggle. 

What do you think a boggle looks like? 

Write a description in the space below. 

Use your imagination and use as many 

interesting words as you can. 
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Acrostic Poetry 

Think of a character or an animal from the story. Write the word down the side of your page 
with one letter on each line. These letters form the first letter of each line of your poem. 

Here is an example of an acrostic poem about a limpet. 

L onely limpet locked on a rock 
In his pointed hat he waits patiently 
M isty, salt spray showers his shell 
P ounded by the waves he sits tight 
E scaping only when the tide is high 

To feed hungrily before the tide turns Photo© www.northeastwildlife.co.uk 

Notice that it doesn't rhyme but it is full of images and describing words. 
Now you have a go. 
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Writing in Rhyme 

Rhyming poems are really fun to write and read out loud. Think about the characters and 
wildl ife in the story and use your imagination to write a rhyming verse about them. 

You will need to think about which lines rhyme. Here is an example of a verse with pairs of 
rhyming lines. 

Billy the Boggle had a long black beard 
It reached t o t he ground and smel t qu it e weird 
One day while combing the t angled black ha ir 

He fo und t wo ducks and a small t eddy bear! 

Here is a verse about a sea anemone. Which lines rhyme? 

Flower-like t entacles hide a deadly weapon 
Waving lazi ly in t he salty sea 
Along swims a f ish, s t inging cells explode 
Little f ish is gobbled down for t ea! 

Now you have a go at writing a rhyming verse. 
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Limericks 

A limerick is a short poem with five lines. 

Lines 1, 2 and 5, have seven to ten syllables and rhyme with each another. 

Lines 3 and 4 have five to seven syllables and also rhyme with each other. 


Limericks often start with 'There was' or 'There once was' and they are usually funny and 

very silly! Here is an example. 


There once was a s t arfish called June 
Who danced by the light of the moon 
She hip hopped all night 
'Till t he first s igns of light 
Then she cur led up and slept unti l noon. 

Think of a character or an animal in the story and have a go writing a limerick. 
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The Real Boggle Hole 

Boggle Hole is a real place on the North Yorkshire Coast south of Robin Hood's Bay. Its name 
comes from a cave in the cliff where a boggle is bel ieved to live. 

The North Yorkshire Coast is so beautiful that it is called a 'Heritage Coast' . This means it is 
protected for people to enjoy. Many people visit Robin Hood's Bay and walk along the beach or 
the cl iff top to Boggle Hole. 

At Boggle Hole there is an old building by the sea which is now a youth hostel. In the 1600s 
th is building was a f lour mill. In those times Boggle Hole was a difficult place to reach by land 
and it was easier to travel along the coast by boat. Flour from the mill was loaded onto horse 
drawn carts and taken down to the sea. The f lour was then loaded onto small wooden sailing 
boats called 'Bi lly Boys' which could land on the beach at low tide. The Billy Boys would then 
sai l away with their cargo of flour to sell. 

Boggle Hole was once used by smugglers. Many goods such as tobacco, tea, coffee and 
chocolate were very expensive to buy in England. The smugglers brought these goods from 
other countries in Europe where they could buy them more cheaply. This was against the law 
and they had to be very careful to avoid being caught! 
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The Real Boggle Hole 


Boggle Hole Cave 
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Questions about the Real Boggle Hole 

Read the information about Boggle Hole carefully. Read it right through and then 
answer these questions. 

1. Why is Boggle Hole called Boggle Hole? 

2. What was the building used for before it became a youth hoste l? 

3. Why do you th ink Boggle Hole was difficu lt to reach by land in the 1600s? 

4. What is a Billy Boy? 

5. How was the flour transported from the mill to the boats? 

6. Give two examples of goods which were brought ashore at Boggle Hole by smugglers. 

7. Describe where Boggle Hole is? 

North York Moors National Park Education Service, The Moors National Park Centre, Danby, Whitby Y021 2NB 
Tel: 01439 772700 E mail: education@northyorkmoors.ora.uk www.northyorkmoors.ora.uk 

10 


http:www.northyorkmoors.ora.uk
mailto:education@northyorkmoors.ora.uk


_____ 

North York Moors National Park Authority 


Read the information below and f ill in the gaps using words from the list at the bottom. 

National Park Rangers 

The coast at Boggle Hole is part of the North York Moors National Park. This is a huge area of 

very beautiful . The countryside is owned by and people 

that live there. Many people visit the National Park to enjoy the peace and lovely views and go 

walking, cycl ing and horse riding. In fact over people visit the North York 

Moors every year! 

The National Park Rangers help look after the countryside, especially the footpaths and 

bridleways. Altogether there are more than ______ miles of paths in the National Park so 

looking after them is a big job. 

The Rangers check the paths regularly and make a note of any areas which are difficult to walk 

along or badly . Then they arrange for a team of staff to repair the paths. 

Some areas are so far away from roads that they have to hire _______ to drop off 

equipment to do the work. In some places they use sand and stone to repair the paths, in other 

places they might use wooden walkways. It is important to make sure that the fin ished path looks 

______ and fits into the landscape. 

Everybody can help look after the countryside by remembering to do simple th ings such as taking 

1500 
countryside 
wildl ife 
right 
eroded 
farmers 
litter 
10 million 
helicopters 
cycl ing 
100 
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National Park Rangers – notes for teachers 

This activity picks up on Bill, the National Park Ranger from the story.  Print out the sheet 
about National Park Rangers and provide a copy for each child. Ask children to read the 
text and insert words into the gaps from the list at the bottom of the sheet. The answers are 
below! 

Answers to National Park Ranger fill the gaps activity. 

The coast at Boggle Hole is part of the North York Moors National Park. This is a huge area 
of very beautiful countryside. The countryside is owned by farmers and the people that live 
there.  Many people visit the National Park to enjoy the peace and lovely views and go 
walking, cycling and horse riding. In fact over 10 million people visit the North York Moors 
every year! 

The National Park Rangers help look after the countryside, especially the footpaths and 
bridleways.  Altogether there are more than 1500 miles of paths in the national park so 
looking after them is a big job. 

Every year the Rangers check the paths and make a note of any areas which are difficult to 
walk along or badly eroded. Then they arrange for a team of staff to repair the paths. 

Some areas are so far away from any roads that they have to hire helicopters to drop off 
equipment and materials to do the work.  In some places they use sand and stone to repair 
the paths, in other places they might use wooden boards. It is important to make sure that 
the finished path looks right and fits into the landscape. 

Everybody can help look after the countryside by remembering to do simple things such as 
taking litter home, closing gates and keeping dogs on leads so they don’t disturb sheep and 
wildlife. 
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Seashore Wonders 
Sea Anemone 
The sea anemone may look like a plant but in fact 
it is a fierce predator! When the tide is out, the 
sea anemone looks like a blob of jelly on a rock. 

When the t ide comes in and covers the anemone 
with water, it opens like a flower to reveal around 
200 spiky tentacles. It uses its tentacles to sting 
prey. 

When an animal, such as a shrimp, touches a 
tentacle, stinging cells explode and shoot out a 
poisoned thread which stabs the victim. The 
tentacles then pass the victim into the centre of 
the anemone which is its mouth. 

Common Starfish 
The starfish has two stomachs, five arms and no 
head! Underneath each arm there are two rows of 
tiny feet. The feet work like suckers to help the 
starfish move around and hold onto prey. 

Starfish have a good sense of smell which they 
use to find prey such as mussels. A mussel has 
two shells stuck t ightly together. The starfish curls 
its arms around the shell and uses its tiny feet to 
open it. This is difficult even with strong human 
fingers! 

If a starfish loses any of its arms it can grow new 
ones, even if it only has one left! 

Edible Crab 
The edible crab is widespread around the coast of 
Britain and is the one that we often eat. It has 
large, powerful claws which it uses to catch prey 
and to protect itself from other predators. 

The crab's shell is hard and does not grow. When 
the crab grows too big for its shell, the shell splits 
and the crab wriggles out of it. A new shell will 
have grown underneath. The new shell is soft and 
the crab has to hide under a rock until it hardens. 

Crabs are scavengers and eat almost anything, 
alive or dead! 
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Questions about the Seashore Wonders 

Read the information about the sea anemone, the starfish and the shore crab carefully. 

Draw arrows to match each animal to two phrases that describe them. 

Sea anemone 
tastes nice in sandwiches! 

has a good sense of smell 

Starfish 
looks like a plant but is actually an animal 

has to keep growing a bigger shell 

can grow new arms if it loses any 

Edible crab 
uses its tentacles to sting prey 
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