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Farms to Furnaces 

History discovery day in Grosmont 

Ideas for post-visit activities 

Looking at photographs of Victorian miners 

Main Curriculum Links 

History:  The study of a significant turning point in British history: industrial development in the 

Victorian era. 

 

Aims: 

• To investigate the way of life of a Victorian mining village 

• To learn about the past from a range of sources 
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Looking at photographs 

• The following photographs were taken outside 

the entrances to ironstone mines near Loftus, 

which is about 13 miles away from Grosmont.  

Look closely at all 3 pictures – can you see any 

children? 

 

• A law was passed in 1842 which said that boys had to be aged 

10 or over to go down the mines and no girls or women were 

allowed to work there at all.  There were hardly any inspectors 

to check that the law was being obeyed, so lots of mine owners 

just ignored the law.  Mine owners didn’t want to lose the 

working children – they were cheap to employ. 

 

• Why do you think some boys younger than 10 carried on 

working in the mines?  Think about how much their families 

would rely on their wages.   

 

• Some children were proud to earn money to help support their 

families.  How do you think they would feel to be told not to 

work anymore?   

 

• Would they be happier going to school instead?  A law was 

passed in 1880 which said that children had to go to school 

between the ages of 5 and 10, but it wasn’t free.  Parents had 

to pay.  By the 1890s only 82% of children attended school.  

Why do you think all parents didn’t make their children go to 

school? 
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Picture 2 
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Picture 3 
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Questions and things to think about 

1. Look at Picture 1.  Can you see the child right at 

the back on the left?  How old do you think he was?  

Do you think he was younger than 10? 

 

2. Look at the child on the far left, near where it says ‘Loftus’.  

What is carrying in his hands? 

 

3. Why do you think he’s standing apart from everyone else?  Do 

you think something happened to upset him?  Imagine what 

could have happened. 

 

4. Can you see lots of wooden boxes right at the front of the 

picture?  What do you think was in these?  (Clue: Bang!) 

 

5. Look at Picture 2.  How many children can you see? 

 

6. Can you see that some men have their trousers tied below their 

knees?  Some people think that this was to stop the bottoms 

of their trousers from getting wet and muddy, but some people 

think there’s another reason.  What do you think it could be?  

(Clue: mice and rats lived down the mines!) 

 

7. Look at Picture 3.  Deputies of mines carried Davy lamps 

instead of the cheaper lanterns.  Can you spot any?  What is a 

Davy lamp?  Can you find out more about what deputies did? 

 

8. Look at the entrance to the mine.  Do you think it looks like a 

strong structure?  What was used to hold it up? 
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9. Look at the boy fourth from the right, at the front.  He’s 

standing very smartly!  What do you think he’s thinking about? 

 

10. Look at all the pictures and choose a boy you like the look of.  

Write about his life – what is a typical day like?  Does he long 

for a better life or is he content with how things are?  You’ll 

need to do a bit of research online about lives of mining 

children.  There are some links below to help you.   

 

• http://www.ncl.ac.uk/library/services/education-

outreach/outreach/mining/children.php  

 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britai

n/children_in_coal_mines/  

 

• https://museum.wales/articles/2011-04-11/Children-in-Mines/  

 

• http://www.mylearning.org/coal-mining-and-the-victorians/p-

2070/ 

 

Some of these are about coal mines, not ironstone mines, but 

they have lots of useful information! 

 


