
The Helmsley Plan  
We Need Your Views  

Background 
 
The town of Helmsley is split between the Local Planning Authorities of Ryedale District Council and the North York Moors National Park Authority. In order to plan for the future growth of the town an additional 150 
houses and up to approximately 2 hectares of employment land is needed over the next 15 years. The two Authorities are working together with Helmsley Town Council to produce a development plan for the town 
called the ‘Helmsley Plan’, which will identify sites to accommodate this new housing and employment land.  

 
Have the Sites Already Been Decided? 
 
No. A number of potential sites for development were discussed in 2009 as part of the consultation on the Ryedale Core Strategy document. A map identifying the sites already put forward is shown overleaf as a 
record of previous consultation only. No decisions have been made on any sites and it is the purpose of the Helmsley Plan to consider and finalise land allocations in due course. A number of  responses were 
received from a range of stakeholders to this initial consultation.  For further details of the sites put forward so far please go to Local Development Framework Pages on Ryedale District Council’s website at  
www. Ryedale.gov.uk  
 

What is the Helmsley Plan? 
 
The main purpose of the document will be the allocation of sites for further development. When 
selecting sites for development the Local Planning Authorities will consider the following: 
 

Meeting the objectives of both the North York Moors’ and Ryedale District 
       Council’s Core Strategies (The existing local plan frameworks of each Planning              
       Authority). 

Recognising the different weight to be given to different issues. For example highways,  
       accessibility, flood risk and impact on heritage assets and nature conservation sites. 

Recognising the need to only allocate deliverable and developable sites – that is those that 
are available and can be developed at the point  set out in the Helmsley plan. 

 
As well as addressing the allocations of sites the Helmsley Plan is likely to also include the  
following:- 
 

Key information about Helmsley 
Planning Policy Context 
Affordable Housing Provision/Contributions 
Infrastructure Provision including developer contributions through the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (building on Ryedale District Council’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan) 
Renewable Energy installations 

 
The document will not allocate sites for additional retail space in the Town. 
 

Your Views 
 
We would welcome any comments on the attached questions, any other issues you wish to raise or any 
other matters that you feel should be included in the Helmsley Plan. The two local planning authorities  and 
Helmsley Town Council who are involved in this Plan are keen to make sure it has been influenced by the 
people it is most likely to affect i.e. the residents of Helmsley and it is therefore important that as many local 
views as possible are provided to help determine how the town will develop in a sustainable way over the  
next 15 years. 



What will the Helmsley Plan be Used For? 
 
In May 2010 Helmsley Town Council published a Policy Statement titled ‘The Future of Helmsley’ (see www.Helmsleytowncouncil.co.uk) it is important that the key aims and aspirations of this document are 
also addressed in the ‘Helmsley Plan’. 
 
The Helmsley Plan will be used alongside the planning policies of the existing North York Moors Core Strategy and Development Policies Document and the emerging Ryedale Plan in assessing new  
development proposals in Helmsley. It will add detail to the existing more strategic policies in these documents and specifically identify land suitable for new housing and business developments and set out  
guiding principles for the design and layout of these areas. As the first step in drafting the Helmsley Plan Ryedale District Council and the North York Moors National Park Authority are seeking the views of 
local people, developers and other interested parties on what the plan should contain. 

 
Who Is Involved in Drafting the Plan? 
 
A Joint Working Group has been set up comprising Members from both Authorities to take forward the production of the Helmsley Plan. Helmsley Town Council also has representation on the Working Group. 

Where Do I Send My Comments? 
 
You can send us your comments using the enclosed form to 
 
Planning Policy Team 
The Old Vicarage 
Bondgate 
Helmsley 
North Yorkshire 
YO62 5BP 
 
or email them to: policy@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk 

Next Stages 
 
The Draft Helmsley Plan will be prepared following 
consideration of the comments received as part of this 
consultation. A formal consultation exercise will take 
place on the draft ‘Helmsley Plan’ before it is 
 submitted to the Secretary of State for an independent 
examination. 
 
A Sustainability Appraisal is required for Development 
Plan Documents and the Authority must also comply with 
requirements regarding Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and Habitats Regulations  
Assessment. These will be carried out as part of the 
preparation of the Helmsley Plan and the reports of the 
appraisals will be included in documents sent out for 
public consultation. 
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