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Blow Gill, a tributary of the River Rye to the north of Hawnby 
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Arden Beck, the source of the river Rye 

Our Vision for the Rye 
 
Crystal clear. Brim-full of fish. Known and valued; a health bringer and restorer. Majestic in the 
flatlands and resplendent in the uplands. Wise in its fury and never ceasing in the drought. Holding 
in its watershed an earthly paradise of deafening birdsong and glorious human treasures.  
Defeating bureaucratic boundaries, energising communities; supporting farmers; welcoming 
visitors from near and afar. Reviving old memories and steeling all for action to protect it. Proud to 
define itself.  
 
Our Vision for Ryevitalise is to deliver this, forever. The following pages describe how we will do it. 
 

Our Vision for the Scheme 
 
To conserve, enhance and restore the natural and cultural heritage of the area, enabling people to 
reconnect with the history, wildlife and landscapes of the River Rye and its tributaries. 

Executive Summary 
 
The Rye’s verdant valleys and clear waters have been 
prized for millennia for their beauty and tranquillity. 
Attracting monks to Rievaulx and praised by Turner, 
the Rye provides romantic settings for grand 
landscapes at Duncombe Park and Nunnington Hall. 
But that is only part of the picture. 
 
Much of the Rye’s natural and cultural heritage is 
experiencing decline. In living memory, iconic species 
have been lost, while the water environment is failing 
against environmental standards and built heritage is 
now at risk. There is a need to address this decline and 
an urgent need to reconnect people to the river and its 
environment to secure the Rye’s future. Communities feel that more needs to be done to ‘help the 
river’. Memories of the devastating storm and flood in 2005 are still strong. 
 
Ryevitalise will revitalise the Rye’s heritage, reconnecting people to it – improving its behaviour 
and our behaviour towards it. 
 
  





Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership

Delivery
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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Landscape Conservation Action Plan for the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership. 
The name for the scheme, Ryevitalise, was chosen by the partnership to reflect the desire to protect 
and enhance the area. It recognises the great biodiversity that remains while reminding us how 
much has been lost. 
 
Ryevitalise is ambitious, aspirational and achievable scheme with a vision, to conserve, enhance 
and restore the natural and cultural heritage of the area, enabling people to reconnect with the 
history, wildlife and landscapes of the River Rye and its tributaries. 

The Ryevitalise area incorporates 413km2 of the western Rye catchment, including the Rivers Seph 
and Riccal. The area demonstrates a coherent landscape unified by the river corridors in terms of 
both character and functionality, and at a scale that will have the most meaningful and sustainable 
impact.  

The Rye is a glistening and dynamic landmark connecting the Cleveland Hills overlooking Teesside 
in the North and the Howardian Hills to the South.  It flows through steep dales and ancient 
woodland, the parkland and the arable.  It feeds the landscape and the ecology, beckoning 
communities together, a thing of strength and beauty, a fragile resource to protect and nurture.  
 
Ryevitalise crosses boundaries: the river does not recognise these. The Ryevitalise area is limited to 
parts of the catchment which have a common cultural identity (Farndale, for instance, has its own 
distinct identity and is not included). It covers both National Park and Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty areas alongside other areas (the important ‘everyday’ areas as described in the European 
Landscape Convention). The area sits entirely within the catchment of the River Derwent. A 
Partnership exists for this much wider catchment and the work of Ryevitalise is integrated with this 
group (which grew out of the much lauded original Pickering ‘Slowing the Flow Project’). 
 
The ambition for the Partnership is, in line with the Vision, to establish the Rye as a basis for 
common action: to see the river and the flow of water as a unifying element which joins 
communities, heritage and wildlife together. Implementation of this ideal will be threefold, each 
theme derived from the River.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership provides the framework for an integrated approach to 
restoring the natural landscape function by coordinating land managers, delivery partners, visitors 
and local communities at a catchment scale that will ensure the critical mass make a difference. 
The project tells the story of how we have worked the river, and explores the intrinsic link with its 
dependent communities, from monastic, settlements and grand designed landscapes to less 
celebrated communities who used the river to live, work and play. The wider engagement area of 
the project includes the whole Rye catchment (843km2), as well as the adjacent communities of 
Teesside, York, Malton and Norton to ensure a better appreciation and understanding of the 
landscape is achieved through a broad range of participation, including events, practical 
conservation tasks and monitoring, developing custodians for the future. 

• Water Quality and Environment – working with land managers to improve the 
aquatic habitats of the Rye, and the rare and threatened species that the river 
and wider landscape supports; 
 

• Water Level Management – harnessing natural flood processes to create a 
more naturally functioning river; and 
 

• Reconnecting People – improving understanding of the river landscape by 
telling the story of its evolution and encouraging people to protect their 
heritage. 
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Hawnby nestling at the foot of Hawnby Hill with Bilsdale West Moor in the distance 

Across the globe humans have impacted on our fragile freshwater habitats and the Rye is no 
different. In the last century two thirds of the world’s wetlands have been lost, numbers of 
freshwater animals have declined by three quarters since 1970, and the impact on people is 
significant, over abstraction leading to droughts, lack of resilience to climate change leading to 
catastrophic flood events, increased pollution and poor water quality. 
 
On the river Rye, as is the case across the country, agricultural practices, human settlements and 
industry have all had an impact, valuable habitats and natural processes have been lost and 
damaged. On the river Rye, the UK’s only native crayfish species resides in the catchment and is 
under threat, flood events are more frequent with bigger impacts, and aquatic and terrestrial 
biodiversity has declined. The need to conserve, enhance and restore what remains is as pertinent 
as ever.  
 
The detailed objectives for the scheme have been derived from local knowledge and the quality 
objectives identified in the Landscape Character Assessments for the Ryevitalise area. The 
Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme will work with local communities to deliver a 
programme of action that will achieve these priorities, reconnecting people with their local 
landscape through engagement and learning. The scheme will encourage local communities to 
participate in caring for and celebrating the landscape and its heritage, helping them to make 
decisions about it and providing them with the skills to contribute to its long-term care. This is in 
line with European Landscape Convention. 

About This LCAP 
 

The LCAP is split into 10 distinct sections –  Part one includes the delivery structure, understanding 
the landscape, statement of significance, risks and opportunities, purpose, legacy, sources of 
information and scheme summary. Part two contains the project elements summary and Part three 
contains the full project plans. 
 
The Landscape Character Assessment will be included in the appendices, along with the numerous 
and in-depth surveys commissioned during the development phase, which include; an updated 
Phase 1 habitat survey along with target notes on veteran trees and invasive-non-native species; 
riparian corridor surveys; a ground breaking landscape scale bat survey; moorland assessments; 
woodlands surveys; white clawed crayfish surveys and ark site feasibility study; fish easement 
options appraisal; access surveys and audience development and interpretation strategies. These 
have all been developed to inform the detailed approach of the 19 complementary project 
elements. 
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Figure 1: Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership Scheme Map 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      10 

 
Farmers’ Update Meeting, Helmsley 

Ryevitalise Survey 

1.1  Consultation, Engagement and Participation 
 

A wide range of organisations and individuals have 
been engaged and consulted during the 
development of the LCAP. Public consultation 
events were held by the Ryevitalise development 
team and partners, which were promoted by the 
Partnership and the local media to help form a 
good understanding of people’s views and feelings 
about the scheme. Key communities, individuals, 
officers and special interest groups have been 
consulted to gauge their priorities for the area's 
heritage, which has been central in shaping the 
scheme.  
 

The consultation process has included targeted workshops as well as wider events and shows to 
attract passing foot fall, and taster events both to garner interest in Ryevitalise and to understand 
which activities will work best in the delivery phase. The consultation process included events in 
and outside the scheme area, to gather opinions from both local people and visitors.  

 
An electronic survey was 
developed, with 233 responses 
received. The survey asked 
people to identify what 
interests them about the area, 
what could be improved, 
what’s special about the area, 
and what the main issues and 
problems are. In addition to 
informing the development of 
the scheme, the survey data 
will be used as part of an 
evaluation baseline for the 
delivery phase.  
 
 
In addition, more in-depth consultation was targeted at hard-to-reach groups, who 
were not fully represented in the earlier surveys; specifically young people, people from 
disadvantaged communities and people with disabilities. These events collectively provided views 
and suggestions from a wide range of people, including farmers and other land managers, 
residents, visitors, young people, urban dwellers and current non-users. 
 
Key points raised were: 
 

• We have a fantastic starting point as a resource and need to create some excitement and 
awe to engage people 

 

• People who live and work here ultimately shape the landscape and history 
 

• The clash is between 21st century needs, socio economic advancement and the 
degradation of the environment – the key is to find a better balance 

 

• The area covers a diverse range of people with different priorities but ultimately they care 
passionately about Ryedale and its community, history, landscape and wildlife 

 

• We need to engage every audience, particularly the next generation 
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Looking south across the Coxwold-Gilling Gap from Ampleforth 
Abbey 

1.2  Gaps and Limitations 
 
Addressing landscape function and improving natural processes to tackle issues such as habitat 
fragmentation and poor water quality requires a landscape-scale approach. The various layers of 
ownership, management and statutory responsibility within landscape-scale areas can lead to 
inadvertent neglect, with each party believing it is the responsibility of another to take the lead on 
a particular issue. The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme is in a relatively strong position to 
address this and provide a coordinated framework for delivery, as witnessed by the formal 
agreements with the principal local authorities and the involvement of other statutory agencies. 
 
A significant amount of consultation has been carried out for the stage one application and during 
the development phase, and a reasonable understanding of the needs and values of local 
communities and stakeholders has been established. Inevitably, there will be limitations and gaps 
in our understanding, though these will be further reduced during the delivery phase as people are 
more widely exposed to the scheme and project elements, consultations, events and activities. 
 

1.3  Delivery 
 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme reflects a growing interest among local 
communities in the Rye’s heritage, and a desire to be involved in the assessment, recording and 
conservation of the landscape before this shared heritage is lost. 
 
The North York Moors National Park 
Authority, as administrator for the 
Partnership, was established for the 
purposes of conserving and enhancing the 
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage of the North York Moors and to 
promote opportunities for the 
understanding and enjoyment of these 
special qualities of by the public. In 
pursuing its primary purposes the 
Authority also has a duty to seek to foster 
the economic and social well-being of the 
local communities within the Park area. 
The Authority is the statutory planning 
authority for development control and other 
planning policy matters.  
 
Ryevitalise provides a unique opportunity to develop a strategic catchment-based restoration 
initiative including delivery mechanisms for wider community engagement, natural and built 
heritage and recreational benefit. Working with the wider community, stakeholders, partners and 
county and district councils provides the joined-up approach required for the comprehensive 
delivery and ultimately long-term management of the project elements and the broader delivery 
programme. 
 
The Partnership Group 
 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme comprises residents, local authorities, statutory 
agencies, charities, land managers, community and voluntary sector groups. This provides the 
opportunity for a coordinated approach when addressing the threats facing the heritage of the 
area, maximising synergistic benefits for habitat restoration and creation, water quality measures 
and Natural Flood Risk Management, and fostering wider reaching community links, through the 
development and delivery of education, interpretation, events and activities. 
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Partnership Group Membership 
 

Partner Organisation Lead Role 
Community First Yorkshire 
 

Maggie Farey, 
Community Development Officer 

Community representative, 
project delivery support 

Disability Action 
Group/Local Access Forum 

David Brewster Group representative and 
technical advice 

East Yorkshire Rivers Trust Paul Coulson, Chair and Director of 
Operations Institute of Fisheries 
Management; 
John Shannon, Member  

Technical advice, project 
delivery support 

English Heritage Mark Douglas, Senior Properties Curator 
(North); Sally Wilson, Properties Curator 
(North) 

Delivery partner, built 
heritage and reconnecting 
communities 

Environment Agency 
 

Duncan Fyfe, Catchment Coordinator 
Derwent, Esk; and Coast, Gail Hammond, 
Project Manager; Wendy Quarrie, NFM 
Lead, North and East Yorkshire 

Technical advice, project lead 
Water Quality and 
Environment. Detailed 
mapping of natural heritage 
elements 

Facilitation Fund Karen Stanley, Derwent Dales Facilitation 
Fund 

Partner supporting Working 
with Farmers project  

Forestry Commission Petra Young, Funding & Development 
Manager, Cath Bashforth, Ecologist, 
Yorkshire Forest District 

LCAP Contributor, partner for 
the built heritage, Planting on 
Ancient Woodland Sites and 
veteran trees 

Howardian Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (HHAONB) 

Paul Jackson, HHAONB Manager; Liz 
Bassindale 

LCAP Contributor, HHAONB 
LCA, Delivery Partner for the 
schools programme and 
habitat improvements 

Individual Melanie Challenger The Paradise Initiative project 
lead 

National Trust Nick Fraser, Head Gardener, 
Nunnington Hall & Rievaulx Terrace 

Landowner, Delivery Partner 
for Angling and Naturalist 
groups 

Natural England 
 

Neil Pike, Team Leader; Jonathan Payne, 
Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer 

Joint project lead for Habitat 
Restoration and Water,  
Quality, providing expertise 
and technical advice 

North Yorkshire County 
Council 

Liz Small, Heritage Services Manager; 
Peter Rowe, Principal Archaeologist; 
Andrew Brown, Public Rights of Way 
Officer; Emily Mellalieu, Flood Risk 
Management Team Leader 

Project Lead Built Heritage, 
Access Lead, Water Level 
Management Support 

North York Moors National 
Park Authority  

Anne-Louise Orange, Programme 
Manager, Ryevitalise 

Administrator  

Ryedale District Council Don Davies, Senior Specialist (Place) 
Officer 

Technical advice, community 
consultation 

Yorkshire Derwent 
Partnership 

Matt Cross, Yorkshire Derwent 
Catchment Officer 

Technical advice and business 
planning, Invasive Non-Native 
Species Lead 

Yorkshire Water Andrew Walker, Catchment Strategy 
Manager 

Technical advice, business 
planning 
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Partnership Group Consultation Workshop 

The development stage and the production of the LCAP has been overseen by the Ryevitalise 
Working Group, with members dedicating time and advice to the development of the scheme. In 
addition, many individuals have provided support and advice that has been invaluable to both the 
production of the LCAP, and providing technical support for a number of project elements. 
 
The LCAP has been endorsed and adopted as the delivery plan for Ryevitalise by the Partnership, as 
well as directly by individual organisations responsible for leading the delivery of the individual 
project elements. 
 
Governance 
 
Partner organisations are responsible for managing and delivering a number of the 19 individual 
complementary project elements, with all partners responsible for identifying and developing 
linkages between elements to ensure added value and greater appreciation and understanding. 
 

Partnership Group 
 

A Partnership Working Group has met bi-monthly throughout the development phase to oversee 
and contribute to the development of the 
stage two submission, including, setting 
baseline information for monitoring progress. 
This group, renamed from the Working Group 
to the Partnership Group to reflect delivery 
status, will continue throughout the delivery 
phase, and consists of current delivery 
partners and community interest group 
representation, with an independent 
Chair/Vice Chair (currently chaired by the 
National Park Authority Director of 
Conservation). The Partnership Group will 
meet a minimum of four times a year, in line 
with a formal Partnership Agreement (see 
Supporting Information). The Partnership Group members will be responsible for reporting back 
on delivery of individual schemes as appropriate, managing and leading on events and 
consultations, and enabling maximum participation in the programme.  
 
Responsibilities 
 

• To guide and advise on the delivery of the Landscape Partnership scheme  
• To have a strategic overview of the functioning of the Scheme and make 

recommendations on the implementation of the LCAP and scheme proposals (or any 
changes to them)  

• To monitor and evaluate the work programme strategic outputs or outcomes and 
associated costs to ensure the development and delivery phases remain on track to meet 
the agreed targets  

• To approve projects making applications to receive funding from the HLF grant, ensuring 
that they fit with the overall scheme vision and objectives scheme  

• To receive and scrutinise monitoring reports from the Ryevitalise Programme Manager 
and make recommendations if areas of concern arise  

• To monitor the scheme programme budget and oversee expenditure, to contribute to 
discussions about virement of funds between projects or other appropriate changes with 
the National Park Authority as administrators of the scheme, who will discuss further with 
HLF  



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      14 

• To oversee the preparation of progress reports for the HLF and the National Park 
Authority Members by the Ryevitalise Programme Manager  

• To publicise the Scheme and encourage the development of collaborative, innovative 
and sustainable projects  

• To enable wide partner support by acting as advocates for the Scheme and encouraging 
community participation  

• To elect, annually, a Chair and Vice-Chair who will collectively provide leadership to the 
Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme  

Membership 
 

• See the Partnership Group membership table on page 13 
 
Partnership Forum 
 
A Partnership Forum will meet once a year, initially to launch the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership 
delivery phase, then in subsequent years to showcase Ryevitalise and review delivery progress 
against the LCAP. The Partnership Forum will be open to all with an interest and role in delivery of 
Ryevitalise, celebrating successes and supporting further engagement, enabling people to sign up 
to specific activities with taster sessions, and providing information on the individual project, 
opportunities to get involved and broader delivery aspirations. 
 
Responsibilities 
 

• To provide accessible opportunities for interested and appropriate individuals 
to contribute to the development of the landscape partnership 

• To support longer-term HLF delivery and identify future strategic opportunities 
• To challenge the Partnership Group and Thematic Groups about delivery and the 

strategic development of the programme 
 
Membership 
 

• As agreed by the Partnership Group 
• Chaired by the Partnership Group Chair 
• Meet yearly or as and when deemed appropriate by the Chair 

 
Thematic Working Groups 
 
Thematic Working Groups will be established for complex projects when required, particularly 
those involving wider stakeholder and multi-organisational input for delivery. 
 
Responsibilities 
 

• To monitor delivery against the Partnership Delivery Programme within the remit of the 
group’s projects 

• To ensure that projects add value and complement those both within the group 
and other thematic groups 

• To solve any specific delivery problems within the group’s projects 
• To explore opportunities for further development beyond the HLF programme 
• To provide a quarterly report, within an agreed format, to the Partnership Group 
• To encourage attendance at the Partnership Forum 
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Membership 
 

• All of the Project Officers within the remit of the group 
• A member of the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership team who will Chair the group 
• Any other individuals seen as relevant to the successful delivery of that theme 
• Meet quarterly, or as and when required by the Chair, in order to feed into the timetable of 

the Partnership Group 
 
Stakeholder Group 
 

Wider stakeholders, partners, and volunteers are to be kept up to date through regular newsletters 
and promotion and engagement in the Interpretation and Events and Promotion Activities Plans. 
 

Figure 2: The Ryevitalise Partnership Structure 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.4  Staff Team 
 

New staff employed through the National Park Authority will provide the coordination necessary to 
operate at a landscape scale. A dedicated team of four full-time and two part-time/four-day-a-week 
posts will oversee and coordinate the delivery of the LCAP. A Graduate Placement will commence 
from year two for two years to support the development and delivery of natural heritage focused 
work including Heritage Conservation Agreements.  
 

Programme Manager 
 

A full-time post with a high degree of autonomy under the Partnership Group, the Manager will 
report to the National Park Authority and the Partnership Group on progress against the LCAP, and 
continue to develop new relationships and work with existing stakeholders and partnerships to 
contribute to and ensure agreement of priorities and complementary activities which add value to 
delivery. The Programme Manager will be responsible for securing additional external funding to 
support delivery of the scheme. 
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The Manager will provide overall leadership, coordination and project management of the 
Ryevitalise scheme, ensuring regular and clear communication with the National Park Authority, 
the Ryevitalise Partnership, project development leads and other partners who will also be 
responsible for the resources required to deliver integrated projects across the scheme area, 
including marketing and promotion, and effective on-going evaluation of the delivery phase with a 
view to ensuring continuous improvement of programme design and delivery outputs. 
 
The Manager will work with project leads to deliver a coherent, balanced programme to meet the 
scheme objectives, and will organise and administer the Partnership Forum, Partnership Group and 
Thematic Group meetings at appropriate intervals in order to develop and consult upon the LCAP, 
ensure implementation and to maintain and develop the partnership as appropriate. They will 
have overall responsibility for the monitoring the programme outputs, budget, meetings and 
documentation in accordance with National Park Authority and HLF standards. 
 
Programme Officer 
 

A full-time post, reporting directly to the Programme Manager, to develop a long term strategy for 
the restoration of the River Rye and its catchment; write and refine contractor briefs and quote 
documents, and undertake all stages of procurement for a range of water environment and 
catchment restoration survey and delivery work securing appropriate services within the available 
budget for the scheme; and manage a range of different consultant and contractor contracts and 
collate, analyse and contribute the results of these. The Officer also will assist with the effective 
delivery of the Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation Agreements. 
 
The Programme Officer will also contribute to a range of other work areas across the Ryevitalise 
programme including promotion, social media, event management, consultation and community 
and partner engagement. 
 
Catchment Restoration Officer 
 

A full-time post, reporting directly to the Programme Manager, the Officer will be responsible for 
developing action for the water, catchment and aquatic ecology aspects included in the Ryevitalise 
Landscape Partnership Scheme; supporting the Programme Manager and Programme Officer in 
the development of the overall programme concerning the ecological, water management and 
water quality elements of the delivery programme; negotiating with land managers, setting up and 
delivering the Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation Agreements, and arranging necessary permissions 
and consents. 
 
Education and Engagement Officer 
 

A full-time post, reporting directly to the Programme Manager to facilitate a programme of 
community-led activities developed through the Audience Development and Activities Plan. The 
Officer will also monitor and evaluate the progress of project development, providing reports as 
required for delivery management, external bodies and funders, and provide a wide range of 
opportunities for involvement and volunteering by the local community and organisations specific 
to individual needs. Supported by the Manager, the Education and Engagement Officer will 
develop close working relationships with partners in statutory/non-statutory services including 
local authorities, Primary Care Trust, sponsors, businesses, voluntary and community groups and 
other partners, developing relationships which further the engagement awareness and 
achievement of the scheme. 
 
 



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      17 

Volunteers and Training Coordinator 
 

A part-time four-day-a-week post, reporting directly to the Programme Manager, the Coordinator 
will be responsible for the delivery of the volunteer activities identified in the Activities Plan, as well 
as working across all project elements to coordinate wider promotion and engagement to ensure 
maximum opportunities for participation in the delivery of Ryevitalise. The post holder will also be 
responsible for ensuring the effective delivery of the physical access improvements and associated 
events programme. 
 
Administration Assistant 
 

A part-time four-day-a-week post, reporting directly to the Programme Manager to assist in 
providing project monitoring and admin support. The post holder will provide a valuable resource 
to support delivery of the scheme to enable it to achieve its objectives. 
 
The Assistant will be responsible for the scheme claims in line with the scheme budgets, including 
monitoring cash and deposit balances, processing of invoices, assisting with the control of the 
Purchase Ordering System and related accounting records. They will provide front line services for 
the scheme, including initial response to enquiries, support with landowner agreements, 
coordination of communications including mail shots, press releases and general post, 
coordination of meetings, and taking minutes for staff and volunteers associated with the project. 
The Administration Assistant will also be responsible for the social media and website content, 
supported by the Ryevitalise Team. 
 
Graduate Placement 
 

The Graduate Placement is a two-year full-time position, commencing in year two and reporting 
directly to the Catchment Restoration Officer to support the Catchment Restoration Officer to 
develop and deliver Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation Agreements. This includes meeting with 
farmers and landowners undertaking whole farm assessments, dealing with the management of 
individual agreements, monitoring and maintaining relevant databases, Geographical Information 
Systems and other records as appropriate. The Graduate Placement will also assist in the delivery 
and promotion of the wider delivery programme and the implementation, monitoring and review 
of work undertaken, in relation to establishing effective wildlife corridors.  
 
1.5  Management of the Common Fund 
 
As the administrators, the National Park Authority will be responsible for overseeing all financial 
management procedures associated with the Common Fund (HLF grant and partner contributions) 
including match funding allocations, invoicing, purchase orders and quarterly monitoring reports 
and claims to the Heritage Lottery Fund. Payments will be made to partner organisations where 
appropriate on receipt of grant instalments by BACs following satisfactory progress reports against 
agreed project objectives and outputs. An early payment facility to partner organisations 
delivering on behalf of the Partnership will be considered for support through National Park 
Authority when an organisation would be reliant on the funding for delivery. Financial 
management will be carried out in accordance with the National Park Authority’s Financial Policy 
and Procedure which includes tendering procedure, operational expenditure, monitoring and 
reporting. Tendering arrangements of the National Park Authority are above those (in terms of 
number of quotes required and the value threshold for tenders) required by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. An initial meeting between the National Park Authority and the project sponsors will take 
place prior to any delivery against the Common Fund, to agree reporting procedures including a 
Financial Agreement to ensure consistent and effective monitoring and recording in line with 
Heritage Lottery Funds requirements. 
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The Vale of Pickering and Wath Quarry to the south of Caulkleys Bank 
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2. The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership  
2.1 Landscape Character  
 

The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme incorporates the upper and middle Rye catchment, 
which is a sub-catchment of the Derwent, including 17 watercourses above Slingsby, made up of 
the valleys of the Rye, the River Seph and River Riccal, historically known as Ricolvegraines or Rye 
Calf. The delivery area is made up of 85% National Park Authority Administration, and covers part 
of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Ryedale District Council administrative 
boundary forms the remainder of the area. The engagement area of the project will include the 
whole of the Rye catchment (843km2). 
 
The project’s area provides the opportunity to re-examine iconic cultural heritage and the 
vernacular landscape (mills, bridges and water races) and to record and preserve the stories of lives 
centred on the river, capturing living memories of the cottage industries, historical land use, river 
keepers and recreational use of landscape. 
 
Working at this scale will enable a coordinated programme of capital works to be focussed on the 
best places in the river corridor to deliver greatest benefits for water quality, aquatic habitats and 
riparian habitat connectivity. Linking upland and lowland issues and communities will help 
increase public understanding of how rivers work and their interaction with people and the 
landscape, whilst reconnecting people with the natural and cultural heritage associated with the 
river and the services that water provides. The natural, historic and educational strands of the 
project will provide opportunities for people to reconnect with their local environment. 
 
Landscape is so much more than just the visual; it incorporates physical features, built heritage, 
habitats, geology, archaeology, current land use and the perceptions of people who live in and visit 
the area. This landscape character assessment adopts a holistic approach and considers the Rye as 
a mosaic of different landscape types, grouped together where displaying similar characteristics 
into seven distinct Character Areas: 
 
Northern/Upland 
Narrow Moorland Dales 
Limestone Hills 
Southern Plateau  
Southern Hills, Fringes and Ridges 
Vales 
Southern Lowlands East 
 

Each of these has particular characteristics which are subject to particular forces for change. The 
aim of this assessment is to provide a detailed understanding of the landscapes within the Rye 
catchment, what has influenced them in the past and what continues to shape them. This 
knowledge will inform a series of strategic priorities and action plans to direct the future 
management of this special place. The key characteristics are highlighted below, with the full 
assessment in Appendix 1. 
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Figure 3: Ryevitalise Landscape Character Areas 
 
  

 

Numbering from current Landscape Character Assessments for the Areas. 
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Northern/Upland Areas  
1a Western Moors, 1b Central and Eastern Moors 
 

An elevated, open, expansive upland, part of the Cleveland and 
Hambleton Hills, forms a gently undulating plateau sloping gradually 
towards Ryedale and the western edge of the moors and more steeply 
towards the north and into Bilsdale to the east. The upland plateau 
landscape is underlain mainly by sandstone and mudstone of Middle 
Jurassic age, and in the south, calcareous sandstone and limestone of 
Upper Jurassic age, with areas of undulating land arising from 
deposits of glacial till, sand and gravel. Outcropping weathered 
sandstone rocks create a surreal moorland landmark (the Wain Stones) 
on Hasty Moor on the northern edge. The Upland Fringes are steep-
sided, long and narrow winding V-shaped valleys are, becoming U-
shaped in its central reaches around Hawnby, the U-shape becoming 
more pronounced in the lower dale. Steep wooded valley side slopes 
define the valley and create a strong sense of enclosure along much of 
its length. 

 
The plateau is dissected by a series of dales, often broad 
and sweeping, but with steep-sided river valleys in places, 
and floored by Lower Jurassic shales. The contrasting 
landform of the flat-topped, steep-sided plateau of Arden 
Great Moor underlain by Corallian limestones and 
sandstones, rises as a steep escarpment above the general 
level of Osmotherley Moor to the west. Occasional 
sandstone outcrops mark the moorland edges, and 
scattered boulder fields are present on the moor tops.  

 

The Area is dominated by large blocks of conifer woodland. Small fragments of heathland 
vegetation survive on the fringes of some plantations. Beyond the large plantations, the landscape 
is characterised by a mix of pasture and arable farmland with a generally open character. Post-and-
wire fences and close-trimmed or remnant hedges are now more common types of field boundary, 
with very few hedgerow trees.  
 
Extensive tracts of heather moorland on the plateau and 
hills create a sense of space, expansiveness and 
openness, with the white flowers of cotton grass 
punctuating the landscape in summer. A small area of 
ancient woodland is present at Locker Wood in the west. 
Other habitats on the moor tops include small areas of 
upland heath/grass mosaic, heather/blanket peat 
grassland mosaic, rough grassland and peat bog.  
 
Lines of small round barrows follow the ridge lines of the Hambleton and Cleveland Hills and are 
visible as skyline features; dykes (ancient boundary earthworks) are also present on the western 
edge of Arden Great Moor. Drifts of jet are present on the northern sides of the moors, visible as V-
shaped gashes in moorland slopes, with small shale tips uncolonised by grass or bracken. 
 
Recreational features include the Cleveland Way, Lyke Wake Walk and Bilsdale Circuit, while 
grouse-shooting parties and vehicles are a regular feature of the moors during the shooting 
season. Crossed by few roads, the moors are relatively inaccessible; the tops of Arden Great Moor 
are only accessible on foot, creating a strong sense of remoteness and isolation. 
 

Heather Moorland with grouse 
butts to the north of Hawnby 

The moorland of Arden Great Moor and Locker 
Low Moor 

Moorland road across Hawnby Moor towards 
Bilsdale Mast 
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Detractors and issues include: 
 

• Spread of bracken may create a monoculture and displace traditional moorland 
vegetation communities which support nesting birds  

• Reduction in dark night skies and increases in intrusion from traffic 
• Summer droughts, leading to increased risk of uncontrolled moorland fires, resulting in 

damage to fragile moorland environments and an increase in drought-resistant species 
• Moorland drains deteriorate soil resources, contributing to poor water quality and risk of 

flooding downstream 
• High visual sensitivity due to openness and uninterrupted skylines 
• High ecological sensitivity as a result of the patchwork of habitats including blanket bog 

and heather moorland, recognised by the designation of much of the area as a Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

• High landscape sensitivity as a result of the predominantly intact landscape pattern, strong 
sense of remoteness, tranquillity and dark night skies 

• Numerous archaeological sites, often well preserved, sensitive to disturbance or changes 
in land management practices 

• The mast on Bilsdale West Moor and the scars created by the shooting tracks and quarries 
of the moorland edges 

• Car parks situated within the open moorland are highly visible 
 

Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could include: 
 

• Ensuring positive management for threatened habitats/species, including peatland 
restoration, recognising the importance of upland peat soils for carbon storage, 
sedimentation, diffuse pollution reduction and resilience against climate change 

• Creating and expanding gill woodlands which would have considerable benefits for water 
management and would be consistent with existing landscape character 

• Conserving, managing and enhancing areas of open moorland with their complex mosaics 
of dry heath, wet heath, flushes and bogs, species-rich grasslands, semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland and other semi-natural habitats to strengthen overall landscape 
character 

• Restoration of path networks 
• Bringing moorland habitats into sound management for biodiversity, the benefit of 

landscape and the protection of widespread but vulnerable archaeology.  
• Continuing to conserve features of archaeological interest 

 

Narrow Moorland Dales 
 

2a Ryedale, 2b Bilsdale 
 

Ryedale is a steep-sided long and narrow winding V-shaped valley in 
its upper section, it becomes U-shaped in its central reaches around 
Hawnby, the U-shape becoming more pronounced in the lower dale. 
Steep wooded valley side slopes define the dale, and create a strong 
sense of enclosure along much of its length. Conical hills on the 
moorland edge (including Hawnby Hill and Easterside Hill) and within 
the dale (Combe Hill) contribute to the very distinctive character of the 
upper dale. 
 
The valley landscapes are characterised by predominantly pastoral 
farming with clear demarcation between the enclosed fields, farms, 
settlements and the moorland ridges above. The transition is often 
marked by bracken fringes, woodland and wooded slopes.  Blow Gill to the north of its 

confluence with the River Rye 
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Looking south along northern end of Bilsdale from 
Hasty Bank 

Ryedale is joined by a number of tributary valleys along its 
length, mostly from the west where they are steeply 
incised into limestone and are narrow, winding and 
densely wooded. The dale opens out around Hawnby 
where it is joined by the significant tributary valley of 
Bilsdale, a deeply incised steep sided U-shaped valley with 
an open flat valley floor in its upper reaches. The steep 
sides of the valley display a creased and folded landform. 
 

Bilsdale has a pronounced twin dale head separated by a narrow 
ridge of upland, Cold Moor, drained by two watercourses, 
Raisdale Beck and Bilsdale Beck that meet below the settlement 
of Chop Gate to form the River Seph. The alder-lined River Seph 
with its incised riverbed is a distinctive and prominent feature. 
 
The valley floor narrows slightly in the lower reaches of the dale 
and the steep valley sides extend down to the river, which, 
together with the increased tree cover in the lower reaches, 
creates more enclosure. The distinctive steep-sided and flat-
topped form of Easterside Hill dominates the lower dale. 
 

The River Seph is relatively straight in its upper reaches, 
tightly meandering in the central reaches and becomes 
broader to the south. The major tributary, Ledge Beck, 
joins the river at The Grange in the centre of the dale, 
and a dense pattern of relatively straight minor 
tributary gills line the valley. Linear areas of deciduous 
woodland occur throughout the dale, concentrated 
along the river and its tributaries. A few areas of semi-
natural or replanted ancient woodland occur within the 
lower dale and a large area occurs at Tripsdale within 
the centre of the dale. There is a significant abundance 
of over-mature and veteran trees in the dale. 
 

Bilsdale is settled by a number of hamlets concentrated in 
the upper reaches of the dale, including Chop Gate, Seave 
Green, Town Green, Urra and Fangdale Beck. Farms are 
generally situated on the mid-valley sides, reached by long 
tracks running off the B1257 at right angles. Buildings are 
generally constructed in stone with red pantile roofs, 
although in the lower reaches of the dale a few buildings 
are thatched. 

Lines of jet mines mark the valley sides of Bilsdale and have been exploited through small-scale 
workings, identifiable by V-shaped gashes in the valley side each with its own un-vegetated spoil 
tip. The remains of former small-scale colliery workings are visible in the valley side at Carr Cote 
and Wethercote in the lower-dales and small quarries are visible throughout the dale. The remains 
of medieval and later iron-working sites are also present on the valley side. Recreational features 
include a museum at Spout House in the lower dale and a car park, toilets and picnic site at Chop 
Gate. 
 
 
 
 

Wheat Beck joining the River Rye at 
Locker Low Wood 

 

The view across Raisdale to Chop Gate 

Storm clouds gathering over Hawnby Hill 
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Areas of pasture are confined to the flat valley floor in the 
lower dale and on the lower valley sides and valley floor in 
the upper dale. Fields are generally divided by overgrown 
hedges with hedgerow trees, with walls being more 
prevalent towards the dale head. Blocks of dense woodland 
cover significant areas of the dale. In the north sporadic 
blocks of deciduous and mixed woodland follow the course 
of the river along the valley floor. Farmed areas have tree 
coverage contributing to the wooded character of the dale. 

 
Both Hawnby and Rievaulx are traditional nucleated 
settlements, the former prominently located on the side of 
Hawnby Hill, the latter on the valley floor adjacent to the 
river. Farms and houses are located on the valley sides in the 
upper dale but are less frequent in the lower dale where the 
historic influence of Rievaulx Abbey, a Grade 1 listed 
building and a Scheduled Monument, has been strong, and 
which is a key feature of the lower dale and an important 
tourist attraction. Archaeological features include a large 
medieval and later iron industry around Hawnby and 
Rievaulx. 
 
The curving forms of the terraces, ha-ha, paths and woodlands of the extensive 18th-century 
designed landscape of Duncombe Park, registered as a Grade 1 Park and Garden by Historic 
England, encompasses the most southerly part of the dale and adjoining areas.  
 
Detractors and issues include: 
 

• The B1257 and its associated traffic  
• Coniferous plantations and the mast at the Bilsdale Transmitting station on Bilsdale West 

Moor, which is visible from many parts of the dales  
• Loss of hedgerow trees, in-field trees and copses due to neglect, changes in management 

and absence of new planting 
• Decline in rough pasture, species-rich and wet grassland in favour of improved pasture 
• Disrepair and loss of dry stone walls, neglect of hedges and replacement of walls and 

hedges with fencing 
• Potential for marginal farmland to revert to an unmanaged state, leading to the invasion of 

coarse grasses, bracken and biodiversity loss 
• Erosion of footpaths and bridleways by over use or misuse by off-road vehicles, 

motorcycles or mountain bikes 
• Moderate ecological sensitivity as a result of the patchwork of dwarf shrub heath, open 

dwarf shrub heath, acid, neutral and calcareous grassland and pockets of deciduous 
woodland which provide key habitats. The upper slopes of the dales are also situated 
within the North York Moors SAC, SPA and SSSI 

• High landscape sensitivity due to sparse settlement pattern, strong historic dimension 
(including the remains of abbeys) and overall sense of remoteness and tranquillity 

 
Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could include: 
 

• Protecting the rich range of historic landscape features 
• Maintaining historic field patterns and strengthening hedgerows and in-field tree cover 

with additional planting 
• Ensuring positive management for threatened habitats, including sedimentation and 

diffuse pollution reduction 
• Wetland management and enhancement 

Enjoying exploring Rievaulx Abbey 

Caydale Ford 
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 Looking west across the Hambleton Hills, 
wooded valleys between arable fields 

 
View through recent forestry felling and planting towards  
Southern Dales and Southern Moor Foot 

• Avoiding further agricultural intensification and field enlargement 
• Enhancing the green infrastructure by connecting habitats 
• Maintaining sustainable grazing intensities and low levels of scrub to ensure the integrity 

and visibility of archaeological sites 
• Habitat and species conservation 
• Seeking the active management of wood pastures and woodland, in particular the 

restoration of the many ancient woods, and where appropriate extending and linking 
these habitats to improve biodiversity through buffering and connectivity 

• Maintaining public access to enable enjoyment of this landscape whilst protecting 
vulnerable habitats, through the network of public footpaths and open access land 

• Informing future heritage conservation and developing an appreciation of past interaction 
with the landscape 

• Exploring shifts in perception of landscapes and land use to enable appreciation of the 
reduction in biodiversity, reconnecting people with the nature on their doorstep and 
developing ways they can contribute to securing its future 

• Communities engaged in observing, surveying and monitoring their local environments to 
foster a sense of enjoyment and wonder and inform ongoing management 

Limestone Hills  

5a Southern Hambleton Hills/Tabular Hills, 5b Tabular Hills, 5c Southern Dales and 
Southern Moor Foot, 9b Western Fringe 
 

The Southern Hambleton Hills rise at a very shallow angle 
from Ryedale to form a western-facing escarpment. 
Smoothly contoured with a conspicuous flat top, a key 
feature of the plateau is the extensive elevated long-
distance views across the moors and the densely wooded 
dales to the north and north west. It is a large-scale 
landscape, with very large regularly shaped fields of 
predominantly arable farmland bounded by wire fences, 

limestone walls and closely trimmed or overgrown hedges 
with very occasional hedgerow trees. In some cases, the 
farmland is unbounded. Small strip fields of pasture occur close to settlements. The hills are  
underlain by Corallian Limestones and sandstones with surface drainage almost entirely absent. 

 
In the southern part of the area, views are 
broken by large coniferous plantations, plus 
occasional smaller mixed plantations, often 
with fringing birch and occasional areas of 
bracken. Areas of upland heath/grass 
mosaic are present to the west and areas of 
scrub on the plateau edge to the south.  
The edge of the Western Fringe follows a 
strongly indented shape with pronounced, 
generally flat-topped promontories, with 
the form of the escarpment broken in  
places by dales that cut through it. Natural 
rock outcrops are an infrequent but 
occasionally prominent feature. 
 

Outlying conical hills are a distinctive feature of the landscape, occurring along the length of the 
character type but with particular frequency in the south west. The form of the hills is often given 
emphasis by plantations partly clothing their sides. 
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Deciduous woodland is almost absent from the plateau top, 
with very small areas occurring at the edges of the Character 
Area, including an area of ancient replanted woodland at 
Mason Gill.  
 
Traditional settlements include Cold Kirby, with houses set 
back from a wide grassy tree-lined road verge; Old Byland, 
set about a small green; and the clustered settlement of 
Scawton. Ampleforth, situated on the springline on the southern edge of the Character Area, is the 
only linear settlement. 
 
Recreational features include the gliding club at the top of Sutton Bank, the Cleveland Way (which 
runs along the edge of the Character Area and crosses it to the south), the National Park Centre and 
associated car park and picnic site at the top of Sutton Bank, and a campsite near Ampleforth. The 
area is crossed by the busy A170 between Thirsk and Scarborough, with minor roads generally 
straight and often bounded by wide grass verges. 
 
The Cleave Dyke and associated features, including round barrows and a hill fort sited at the top of 
the scarp slope, are features of national archaeological importance. The Tabular Hills rise at a 
shallow angle in the Vale of Pickering to a prominent and impressive north-facing escarpment with 
a conspicuous flat top and a series of distinctive nabs or promontories overlooking the central 
moorland. The escarpment is dissected and divided by a series of deep, densely wooded dales that 
fall from north to south through the hills, including Riccal Dale, which is thought to have its origins 
as a glacial overflow channel. The more elevated and open parts of the Character Area allow 
expansive views to the south across the Vale of Pickering. 

 
The dip slope is underlain by limestones and 
calcareous grits and slopes gently south to the 
Vale of Pickering, and is drained by a number of 
distinctive, narrow and slightly winding densely 
wooded valleys, some of which have surface 
watercourses and some of which are dry.  
 
Key features of the area include sizable areas of 
medium-sized fields in a strip pattern and 
smaller strip fields close to settlements. The 
historic field patterns are intermixed with areas 
of medium to large-sized regularly shaped 

fields. The area supports a mixture of arable and pasture farming for sheep and cattle, although the 
extent of grasslands increases nearer to settlements. 
 
Views are broken by large often regularly shaped plantations (mainly coniferous), concentrated on 
the elevated parts of the western hills. Shelterbelts are common, but deciduous woodland is scarce 
on the plateau top, although small pockets of semi-natural ancient woodland occur within the 
valleys.  
 
Settlements are numerous, including plateau-top settlements such as Carlton and dip-slope foot 
settlements such as Helmsley, many of which have a linear form. The settlements display a mix of 
building types including sandstone, limestone and occasionally brick, with pantile or slate used for 
the roofs.  
 
Riccal Dale is a small-scale, intimate and secluded landscape, enclosed by the elevated moorland to 
the north, the wooded scarp slope and the densely wooded valley sides, allowing no views beyond 
the Character Area boundary. A network of footpaths exists within the valley. 
  

Houses in Old Byland 

View from the B1257 looking over agricultural land, wooded 
valleys and plantations in the Rye Valley near Rievaulx 
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Riccal Dale is drained north to south by the River Riccal, which has its source on the moors. The 
valley is very narrow and twisting with meandering rivers and steep indented side slopes, 
sometimes with minor cliffs. Land cover serves to emphasise the landform, the steep slopes being 
wooded with a mixture of broadleaved woodland and coniferous and mixed plantations. In the 
lower reaches Riccal Dale is almost continuously wooded with a mixture of semi-natural and 
replanted ancient woodland. Some of the moor foot areas have artificial drainage patterns. 
 
The valleys have significant geological and nature conservation interest, with a number of 
protected habitats, including oak/wych elm/ash/birch woodland on steep slopes, mosaic 
woodland, neutral grassland and fen, unimproved neutral grasslands, calcareous flush 
communities and calcareous pastures.  
 
In the broader upper 
valleys and at the 
moor foot limited 
areas of farmland are 
present, with the 
majority pasture, 
enclosed by often 
mature hedgerows 
containing hedgerow 
trees or walls. Fields 
are a mixture of small-
scale historic 
patterns, either in 
strips close to 
settlements or very 
irregular in shape, with 
some of regular shape 
dating from the enclosure period. In these areas small broadleaved woodlands are also present and 
blocks of coniferous plantation are frequent, particularly in the west.  
 
Detractors and issues include:  
 

• Manmade structures and features including overhead electric lines, the mast to the west of 
Cold Kirby, the block like form of the coniferous plantations, the A170, modern farm 
buildings and slurry tanks or grain towers. The mast at the head of Bilsdale also exerts an 
influence over the northern part of the area 

• Decline of woodland and wood pasture, due to neglect, changes in management and 
grazing pressure 

• Decline of boundary trees/hedgerow trees/individual trees/small groups of trees due to 
neglect and changes in management 

• Damage to geological/geomorphological features from agricultural operations and tree 
planting 

• Decline in historic agricultural/settlement features (e.g. ridge and furrow, earthworks) due 
to agricultural intensification and tree planting 

• Damage to archaeological features as a result of agricultural operations 
• Intensification of agricultural management especially in arable areas, leading to a decline 

in rough pasture, species-rich and wet grasslands in favour of improved pasture; disrepair 
and loss of dry stone walls; erosion of strip field patterns; and decline in or loss of 
hedgerows 

• Erosion of footpaths and bridleways by over use or misuse by off road vehicles, 
motorcycles or mountain bikes 

• Potential widening of or improvement to main road corridors with associated noise and 
visual intrusion 

Standing at Ampleforth Beacon this is the panorama to the north highlighting the hedgerows, field 
boundaries, woodland and mixed agricultural land. The village in the near mid-ground is Sproxton. 
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• High ecological sensitivity as a result of the numerous linear belts of ancient woodland 
lining the dale sides, coupled with numerous SSSI, including parts of the North York Moors 

• The patchwork of ecological habitats are sensitive to changing agricultural 
practices/potential new development/climate change 

• High landscape sensitivity as a result of the strong landscape and settlement pattern, with 
strong visual unity in settlements and distinctive cultural patterns comprising medieval 
villages located at spring lines 
 

Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could include: 
 

• Protecting the rich range of historic landscape features 
• Maintaining historic field patterns and strengthening hedgerows with additional planting 
• Ensure positive management for threatened habitats, including peatland restoration, 

sedimentation and diffuse pollution reduction 
• Wetland management and enhancement 
• Avoiding further agricultural intensification and field enlargement 
• Enhancing the green infrastructure by connecting habitats 
• Maintaining sustainable grazing intensities and low levels of scrub to ensure the integrity 

and visibility of archaeological sites 
• Protecting, managing and enhancing patches of semi-natural broadleaved ancient 

woodland to strengthen overall landscape character 
• Reverting planted ancient woodland sites from conifers 
• Managing coniferous plantations under continuous cover programmes,  rotational clear 

felling sympathetic to landscape and environmental considerations, retention of 
permanent open areas, ride widening, and the clearance of conifers from around 
watercourses to improve biodiversity 

• Seeking opportunities to better integrate existing conifer plantations into the landscape 
and improve their contribution to biodiversity 

• Maintaining public access to enable enjoyment of this landscape and the sense of 
‘escapism’ and ‘inspiration’ it provides whilst protecting vulnerable habitats, through the 
network of public footpaths and open access land 

• Protecting the nucleated settlement pattern and key historic buildings within historic 
settlements 
 

Southern Plateau 

1 Plateau  
 

A large undulating plateau 
dissected to the north and south by 
a number of broad valleys, the 
southern plateau is dominated by 
large blocks of conifer woodland. 
Small fragments of heathland 
vegetation survive on the fringes of 
some plantations. Beyond the large 
plantations, the landscape is 
characterised by a mix of pasture 
and arable farmland with a 
generally open character. Medium 
sized fields are bounded in places 
by drystone walls which reinforce the 
upland character, often in poor repair. Post and wire fences and close-trimmed or remnant hedges 
are now more common types of field boundary, with very few hedgerow trees.  

Pasture land and close trimmed hedges between Gilling East and Coulton. 
The plantation of Coulton Moor can be seen in the distance in the centre. 
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Historical evidence suggests that large parts of the plateau were formerly heathland or moor. 
Settlement is generally sparse and is concentrated in the two small linear villages of Yearsley and 
Coulton, which are attractive settlements built of stone. Farms are generally located on the fringes 
of the area and the absence of buildings reinforces the somewhat isolated, remote character of the 
plateau.  

 
Isolated features, such as the radio masts and storage 
reservoir to the east of Yearsley and a few prominent, 
unattractive modern farm buildings, intrude upon the 
otherwise unspoilt, rural character of the area. Many 
prehistoric burial mounds, most of which are 
Scheduled Monuments, lie in this landscape zone. 
There is also evidence of an extensive system of 
hollow-ways.  
 
 

Yearsley Moor and Grimston Moor are areas that are popular for walking, horse riding and cycling. 
The parking area at Yearsley Moor was re-surfaced and expanded in 2012. 
 
Detractors and issues include:  
 

• Insensitive felling operations in terms of scale and phasing, especially in visually prominent 
locations, and a prominence of some buildings and structures in the landscape  

• Decline in the condition and extent of traditional drystone walls 
• Decline in area and quality of fragments of existing heathland vegetation and a lack of 

broadleaved riparian woodland corridors and restoration of heathland within existing 
conifer plantations 

• Decline in the condition of prehistoric burial mounds, most of which are Scheduled 
Monuments 

• Intensive recreation use within relatively small areas of plantation forestry 
 
Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could include: 
 

• Encouraging appropriate management and replanting of woodlands  
• Retaining and reinforcing the ‘isolated almost upland’ character, resisting unsympathetic 

development and exploring opportunities to diversify and soften the impact of hard-
edged woodlands  

• As opportunities arise, encouraging diversification and re-design of conifer plantations, to 
increase variety and reflect local characteristics and topographical features. Give priority to 
open space, natural regeneration or broadleaved planting along woodland edges and 
roadsides; also natural regeneration or broadleaved planting adjacent to existing 
fragments of semi-natural broadleaved woodland 

• Discouraging large-scale extensions to existing woods 
• Encouraging appropriate planting to integrate the more prominent buildings and 

structures into the landscape 
• Although there have been considerable improvements in the design, diversity and 

management of conifer there are still some issues associated with lack of diversity and 
visual impact of felling operations 

• Encouraging maintenance of traditional drystone walls 
• Retaining fragments of existing heathland vegetation and encouraging regeneration 

wherever possible during future woodland management operations  
• Encouraging the creation of broadleaved riparian woodland corridors and restoration of 

heathland within existing conifer plantations 
• Encouraging greater public appreciation of the historic landscape  

  

Volunteers clearing birch from a round barrow on 
Grimston Moor 
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 Looking across the valley to the south from Ampleforth Abbey, the 
forestry of Yearsley Moor covers this part of the Northern Plateau Fringe 

Arable farmland to the north of Terrington. Hedgerows are a mixture 
of close trimmed and gappy and mature boundaries in good condition. 

Southern Hills, Fringes and Ridges 

6 Central Hills, 3B South-East Ridge Upland Fringes and Ridges, 2A Northern Plateau 
Fringe, 2D Southern Moors Fringe, 2E Eastern Moors Fringe, 3C North Ridge (western 
part) and 3D Caulkleys Bank 
 

To the west and east of the Castle Howard 
Basin is an area of complex landform and 
land cover, overlooked by the higher 
ground of the plateau and adjacent 
ridges. The Ryevitalise area covers a very 
small proportion of the South East Ridge 
which is a complex area stretching from 
Terrington to Whitwell-on-the-Hill. The 
section within the Ryevitalise area is very 
similar in character to the Central Hills. 
 
The fringe of high ground extends 
southwards towards the lower ground of 
the Vale of Pickering and Vale of York, offering extensive views over the lower ground. Caulkleys 
Bank is a prominent escarpment and landscape feature to the east of Oswaldkirk. The ridge rises 
gently from the River Rye to a broad, flat summit and then terminates abruptly in a steep south-
facing slope which is particularly well-clothed in woodland. To the north of Oswaldkirk the Eastern 
Moors Fringe extends towards Helmsley, encompassing ground which generally slopes from west 
to east down into the Vale of Pickering.  

 
The Northern Plateau Fringe extends 
from Newburgh in the west to Gilling 
Castle, and Parkland. It comprises the 
north-facing slopes linking the plateau 
top to the low ground between the 
Vale of York and Vale of Pickering and 
affords extensive open views. 
Immediately to the east of the Northern 
Plateau Fringe is the North Ridge, the 
western part of which lies within the 
Ryevitalise area. This ridge of 
approximately 100m in altitude 
extends from Gilling East to the 
outskirts of Malton.  

 
A number of alternating hills, ridges and valleys produce a characteristically rolling topography 
and the varied relief, combined with the relatively dense covering of woodland, makes this area 
particularly attractive and distinctive. Water has cut valleys through the undulating land of the 
Fringes. A distinct broad valley divides the landscape between Redcar House and Gilling Castle and 
small streams have cut broad valleys in the slope of the Southern Moors Fringe creating a 
characteristically undulating topography. The landform is broken by a number of tributaries of the 
River Rye.  
 
The Ridges are formed from oolitic limestone. The underlying rock strata dip to the north 
producing a convex slope which rises gently from the Vale of Pickering and terminates abruptly in 
a steep south-facing escarpment. However, in the west the ridge is broken by a series of steep-
sided river valleys and between Gilling East and Hovingham the scarp faces to the north. Further to 
the east the landscape is more open and the ridge has a broad summit and gentle dip slope. 
  



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      31 

 
Historic fishponds within the Listed Park and Garden of Gilling 
Castle and the current area of forestry at Yearsley Moor 

There are a great variety of woodland types typified in the extensive deciduous, coniferous and 
mixed plantations to the north and south of Cum Hag Wood. The woodlands and scattered tree 
clumps of Wiganthorpe Park add to the richness of the landscape, extending tree cover down the 
western slopes of Wath Valley. In the west of the area, in the valleys and on the lower slopes 
around Scackleton, several large stands of pure conifer have been planted and their uniformity has 
a detrimental effect on the landscape.  
 
In the Northern Plateau Fringe woodland is a dominant influence on landscape character along the 
slopes, and includes the mixed woodlands of the Newburgh Estate, a large area of semi-natural 
alder wood, belts of coniferous planting and large-scale commercial forestry. The steep south-
facing slope of Caulkleys Bank is also clothed in woodland, while elsewhere on Caulkleys Bank 
small areas of more recent mixed woodland have been planted on the dip slope, mainly around 
East Newton. 
 
In the eastern section of the North Ridge the uniformly gentle dip slope has rich, well-drained soils 
with the best quality agricultural land in the AONB. To the west of Hovingham Hall there is a 
transition to more heavily wooded slopes. In strong contrast with most of the dip slope the steep 
southern escarpment face is heavily wooded along nearly its entire length, forming one of the 
most attractive landscape features of the AONB. The woodland is almost entirely ancient in origin 
but has been replanted, mostly with conifers, to the detriment of landscape and wildlife. 
 
In the Southern Moors Fringe to the west of Ampleforth, frequent hedgerow trees, tree-lined 
stream courses and patches of scrub on steeper slopes, all reinforce the generally tree-covered 
character of the landscape. In contrast to the east of Ampleforth, hedges are closer cropped, more 
fragmented and trees fewer in number, especially in the outlying landform to the south east of 
Ampleforth College. Two large woodlands to the west are of ancient origin, although one has been 
replanted. Elsewhere woodlands are smaller in scale and comprise a mix of broadleaved and 
coniferous plantations. 
 
The landscape of the Eastern Moors Fringe is 
generally open but has a pleasantly varied 
character, with an attractive balance between 
woodland enclosure and open farmland. Most of 
the larger woodland blocks are of ancient origin 
with several stands retaining a semi-natural 
character, although the character of others has 
been modified through replanting. Tree cover is 
generally scattered and over mature but the River 
Rye is fringed with alders along much of its length 
and is a distinctive landscape feature along the edge 
of the area.  
 
The many blocks of woodland provide strong enclosure for areas of arable farmland, which 
otherwise have an open character with a weak hedgerow structure and few trees. In contrast, the 
Southern Moors Fringe has a farming character which is strongly pastoral with relatively little 
arable land, and there is a strong field pattern, with fields bounded by prominent hedgerows, 
many of which have been allowed to grow tall. 
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Land use in the Northern and Eastern Moors Fringes and on Caulkleys Bank is predominantly arable 
although concentrations of pasture occur along the River Rye and around farmsteads. The 
medium-sized fields are bounded by close-trimmed hedges which are often fragmented. Large 
arable fields are divided by low, often incomplete hedges with relatively few hedgerow trees and 
virtually no woodland, giving the landscape a distinctly open, exposed character. Towards the 
bottom of the slope on the northern side of Caulkleys Bank the alder-lined River Rye is visually 
prominent.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The small village of Scackleton sits on the higher slopes. Elsewhere settlement is confined to 
individual farmsteads on valley sides. The historic building of Gilling Castle has an important 
influence on landscape character, occupying a commanding hilltop position. Unfortunately the 
formerly extensive parkland setting has been substantially modified by intensive agriculture and 
changes in woodland management, and only echoes its former character remain in the distinctive 
round copses, ornamental planting and chain of fishponds. Around Hovingham the dip slope 
contracts to form a broad-topped hill, and the open arable farmland is mixed with the amenity 
planting and parkland associated with Hovingham Hall.  
 
The Hall and unspoilt stone 
village at Nunnington are 
attractive components of the 
landscape and their vernacular 
architecture is mirrored in the 
smaller village of Stonegrave at 
the western end of the scarp 
slope and the small farmsteads 
scattered around the area. 
Formal landscape features 
associated with Nunnington 
Hall occur in the form of a 
mature avenue of sycamore and 
a few remnant Scots pines along 
the crest of the ridge, part of a 
former avenue which is now fragmented and over mature. Other linear tree belts and avenues 
along roads, tracks and the River Rye are important landscape components. 
 

Close trimmed hedges at the foot of the southern side of Caulkleys Bank near Stonegrave. In the distance 
the tree and farmland covered bank is in the North Ridge part of this landscape area. 

The view north over Nunnington Hall, the River Rye flows between tree lined banks 
immediately behind The Hall.  Beyond the river is the low-lying Vale of Pickering with  
the southern hills of the North York Moors in the distance beyond. 
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Most settlement in the Southern Moors Fringe is 
concentrated in the linear villages of Oswaldkirk 
and Ampleforth which are situated on a spring 
line along the valley side. While the majority of 
the buildings are from local stone and pantile 
and retain their traditional character, modern 
estates, infill development and extensive 
recreational facilities at Ampleforth appear as 
uncharacteristically suburban influences in an 
otherwise strongly rural landscape. The 
distinctive buildings of Ampleforth College itself, 
the Abbey and their associated buildings form 
prominent features in the landscape when 

viewed from the south. As you travel north-eastwards into the Eastern Moors Fringe, scattered 
farmsteads occupy the slope but, on the whole, settlement is concentrated in the village of 
Sproxton, which sits on a prominent ridge overlooking a broad valley tributary of the River Rye. 
 
Settlement in the North Ridge area is concentrated in the prominent line of villages which lie along 
the edge of the Vale of Pickering. Numerous ancient trackways, often with wide verges and sunken 
below the surrounding landscape, are an attractive feature of this area outside the Ryevitalise 
project scope.  

Intimate views and glimpses of wooded 
horizons are also particularly characteristic and 
result in an overall impression of richness and 
diversity in the landscape. Extensive views can 
also be found throughout this area, but of 
particular note are the vistas over Ryedale and 
the Vale of Pickering and towards the North 
York Moors that are possible from the Malton to 
Helmsley road and the bridleway along the top 
of the North Ridge (through Fryton and 
Coneysthorpe Banks Woods). 
 
The summit of Caulkleys Bank gives extensive panoramic views over the Vale of Pickering to the 
north and the wooded Howardian Hills to the south and is one of the most prominent viewpoints 
in the Howardian Hills. 
 
Farmsteads and villages are linked by a dense, well-developed network of rural roads, tracks and 
footpaths.  
 
Detractors and issues include: 
 

• Damage to the landscape from extension of limestone quarries beyond existing permitted 
areas  

• The limestone quarries to the east of Hovingham are intrusive features in longer distance 
views to this area 

• Loss of small to medium-sized areas of broadleaved or mixed woodland 
• Although there have been considerable improvements in the design, diversity and 

management of conifer there are still some issues associated with lack of diversity and 
visual impact of felling operations 

• Decline of quality and extent of hedges/copses/hedgerow and infield trees, particularly 
those in the most visible locations and those associated with remnant field systems, due to 
neglect and changes in management  

The River Rye as it flows through the ground of Nunnington 
Hall 

Views of the farmland and forestry near Coulton emerge as you 
descend the land from Scackleton to Coulton Mill 
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• Deterioration in landscape character caused by the decline in small-scale field patterns, 
remnant strip field systems and areas of pasture 

• Unsympathetic management of watercourses reducing their visual and wildlife value 
• The impact of modern developments on the landscape  
• Decline in appropriate management of Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland 
• Lack of broadleaved riparian woodland corridors  
• Decline in heathland habitats within existing conifer plantations  
• Decline in historic landscape and parkland features due to land management changes 
• Decline in condition of the almost continuous prehistoric and Roman landscape under 

arable cultivation on the high ground from Scackleton westwards, due to the agricultural 
management methods  

• Decline in historic linear field pattern and network of ancient trackways  
• Decline in condition of Listed Buildings at Risk due to current management and further 

exacerbated in the case of some structures by their lack of a modern day use 
• Impact on road verges of increased levels of car parking for walking/cycling 
• Relatively intense recreational use of Yearsley Moor and Grimston Moor and associated car 

parking pressure 
 
Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could include: 
 

• Maintaining the balance between woodland and farmland, strengthening the existing 
framework of hedges and hedgerow trees, and promoting appropriate forms of woodland 
management 

• Seeking opportunities to diversify and soften the impacts of woodlands and restoring key 
elements of the former historic parkland character on the Northern Plateau 

• Small-scale extensions of existing woods on the steeper slopes of the spurs and on small 
areas of the dip slope, but not where they would interrupt the open-landscape character 

• Diversifying pure conifer plantations with broadleaved planting, natural regeneration and 
open space on woodland edges, rides and stream sides and in positions overlooked by 
higher ground and adjacent to existing fragments of semi-natural broadleaved woodland 

• In more extensive woodland blocks, encouraging sympathetic felling operations in terms 
of scale and phasing, especially where visually prominent 

• Promoting the retention, restoration and sympathetic management of hedges, particularly 
those in the most visible locations and those associated with remnant field systems 

• Maintaining the diverse character of the landscape by retaining the small-scale field 
pattern and areas of pasture  

• Promoting sympathetic management of watercourses to enhance their visual value  
• Integrating modern developments into the landscape through appropriate forms of tree 

planting  
• Encouraging the creation of broadleaved riparian woodland corridors  
• Encouraging the restoration of heathland habitats within existing conifer plantations  
• Conserving and enhancing areas of parkland 
• Encouraging the preparation and implementation of management plans which identify 

opportunities for conserving, enhancing and restoring elements of the historic landscape  
• Conserving historic linear field patterns and the network of ancient trackways  
• Seeking opportunities to restore key habitats, particularly those associated with or 

impacting on the river system 
• Aiming to reduce soil erosion and regulate water quality through the introduction of 

appropriate land management practices  
• Protecting, managing or enhancing historic landscape features, including designed 

landscapes and archaeological sites  
• Enhancing the green infrastructure by connecting habitats 
• Enhancing and conserving boundary features such as drystone walls and hedges 
• Conserving the overall sense of tranquillity in a relatively undiscovered area   
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Vales 

4A Vale of York and 4B Vale of Pickering 
 

In the extreme north west corner, a thin tongue of low-lying land extends from the Vale of York 
eastwards. The Vale of Pickering connects with the Vale of York to form the continuous valley 
known as the Coxwold-Gilling Gap, separating the high ground of the Southern Moors Fringe from 
the main body of the Howardian Hills to the south. 

 
The larger deciduous Craykeland and Thorpe Spring 
Woods on the elevated edge of the Moors Fringe 
frame views to the north. A journey along Colley 
Broach Road offers long-distance views to the scarp 
of the North York Moors, Byland Abbey, the White 
Horse and Ampleforth Abbey. 
 
This area forms a distinctive valley between, and in 
sharp contrast to, the undulating slopes of the 
Southern Moors Fringe and the Northern Plateau 
Fringe which contain and enclose it. A small stream, 

Thorpe Beck, follows the floor of the valley, which is underlain by boulder clay and is gently 
undulating. The pro-glacial Lake Pickering extended westward roughly as far as Thorpe Hall. This 
lake left behind deep layers of fertile lacustrine deposits which form flat topography, in contrast to 
the undulating landform of the boulder clay further west.  
 
The contrast between the broad flat-bottomed valley floor and the surrounding hills is dramatic 
and creates a strong sense of enclosure. 

 
In the Vale of York tree cover is denser along 
tributary streams and along sections of the disused 
railway. Woodland is confined to two small 
plantations in the west of the area. This pattern 
continues in the Vale of Pickering where trees lining 
the network of minor streams in the valley floor and 
scattered broadleaved plantations provide some 
localised variety and incident. Fields of pasture 
border Thorpe Beck, but in general, land use is 
arable in medium to large-scale fields, bounded by 
low, close-trimmed hedges with relatively few 
hedgerow trees.  
 

Towards the east the area through which the Holbeck flows, becomes more undulating and 
gradually more pastoral in character, with a stronger hedgerow structure. Moving further east still, 
into the Vale of Pickering, farming becomes intensive arable and very little pasture. The valley floor 
has a predominantly open character and generally lacks diversity, with large arable fields, low 
hedges and few hedgerow trees.  
  

Looking across the Vale of York through which the 
Holbeck flows a short distance behind the farmhouse 

Burnt Gill flows through the village of Gilling East, 
joining with The Holbeck at the northern end of the 
village 
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Settlements in the Vale of Pickering are strongly 
concentrated around the perimeter of the area in a 
series of attractive stone-built villages on the spring 
line at the base of the surrounding hills. These include 
Gilling East, Cawton and Hovingham. In the Vale of 
York settlement, is limited to scattered farmsteads. In 
Hovingham the strong vernacular building style, the 
lack of intrusive modern development and the 
parkland setting of Hovingham Hall are all particularly 
attractive and make an important contribution to the 
landscape character. 
 
Detractors and issues include: 
 

• Decline in hedgerow trees and copses due to management change or neglect 
• Decline in the extent and quality of hedges, particularly those associated with the strip 

field systems at Ampleforth, Stonegrave and Hovingham 
• Lack of small areas of broadleaved or mixed woodland 
• Decline in the landscape value of watercourses  
• Decline in the habitat value of watercourses  
• Decline in the landscape value of remaining sections of disused railway 
• Decline in the ecological condition of remaining sections of disused railway 
• Risk of land management change to the remaining pockets of ridge and furrow, that are 

currently under a stable grass sward 
• Negative impact of cultivation on cropmark features of prehistoric date 

 
Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could be include: 
 

• Developing integrated cross-boundary habitat/landscape corridors between the 
Howardian Hills and the North York Moors 

• Promoting the retention, restoration and sympathetic management of hedges, hedgerow 
trees and copses, particularly those associated with the strip field systems at Ampleforth, 
Stonegrave and Hovingham, while retaining contrast with more heavily wooded areas to 
the north and south 

• Encouraging planting of hedgerow trees and copses using native species to reinforce 
existing landscape pattern 

• Promoting sympathetic management of watercourses to enhance their visual landscape 
and wildlife value  

• Encouraging retention of semi-natural vegetation on remaining sections of disused 
railway 

• Where pockets of ridge and furrow survive, retaining the whole area under a stable grass 
sward  

• Seeking opportunities to restore key habitats, particularly those associated with or 
impacting on the river system 

• Aiming to reduce soil erosion and regulate water quality through the introduction of 
appropriate land management practices  

• Protecting, managing or enhancing historic landscape features including designed 
landscapes, field patterns and archaeological sites  

• Where cropmark features of prehistoric date have been identified, exploring options to 
remove from cultivation, reduce plough depth or similar options  

• Wetland management and enhancement 
• Habitat and species conservation 

The ford to cross Marr’s Beck in Hovingham 
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Low lying flat farmland in the Vale 
of Pickering close to Harome 

• Managing woodlands and wood pasture to improve structure and biodiversity, and 
improve overall landscape character, encourage planting of new small areas of 
broadleaved woodland 

• Enhancing the green infrastructure by connecting habitats 
• Avoiding further agricultural intensification and field enlargement 
• Improving understanding and engagement by providing tangible means of engaging with 

the Vale of Pickering and River Rye landscapes  
 
Southern Lowlands East 
 

A Undulating Farmland,  B Riverside Farmland, C Sloping Wooded Farmland, D 
Sloping Open Farmland, I Weaten Vale Farmland, J Wooded Open Vale  
 
An elevated large-scale sloping plateau is dissected by dry 
valleys with scattered farms and settlements to the east of the 
area, with some dissected limestone plateau giving way to 
gentle relief and sloping to a shallow, low-lying flat valley 
bottom. To the south there is a large area of flat, low-lying 
terrain and open countryside, with a high level of tree cover 
provided by hedgerow and riverside trees in the west of this 
area. 
 
In the east the open landscape with expansive views consists of 
predominantly arable land set in some pasture, with medium-
sized regular shaped fields bounded by hedgerows and 
occasional drystone walls. 
 
Riverside farmland is enclosed, due to proximity of elevated 
land and screening by relatively high tree cover, with varied 
patches of farmland and woodland interlaced with hedgerows 
with sinuous strips of deciduous woodland along the river valley. 
The scenery has a protected and sheltered feel due to the rural landscape and proximity of features 
such as the National Park and the Tabular Hills. 
 
The villages and hamlets tend to be nucleated located on low-lying land adjoining the Vale of 
Pickering, and form small clusters. Narrow lanes, which are generally north-south orientated, are 
enclosed by hedges and wide verges which link the scattered farms. The buildings tend to be 
limestone or dressed sandstone, with red pantile, or more rarely slate-roofs, or occasionally, 
thatched. Some areas, particularly in the north, are especially remote and tranquil and can be 
relatively isolated and inaccessible. Landscapes are more accessible close to well-visited tourist 
destinations such as Helmsley, and Nunnington Hall to the south east of the Character Area. 
 
A soft relief is formed by tertiary boulder clay. Ridges of higher land extend south towards the Vale 
of Pickering. The River Riccal, Hodge Beck and River Dove incise the landscape through wooded 
vales. Watercourses are largely absent in the undulating farmland. 
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Farming is largely arable with small-scale, 
mainly deciduous woodland blocks at 
intervals and some, more sinuous 
woodlands along the water courses. Close 
to settlements, long linear fields of 
pastureland can be seen. These are 
remnants of medieval open field strip 
cultivation and were once ploughed. There 
are prehistoric burial mounds and tumuli 
located east of Helmsley. Medieval 
occupation evidence is prolific, including 
the moated manor site at Harome, 
evidence of deer parks such as at 
Kirkbymoorside, represented in local place 

names ending in ‘ton’ and ‘by’, for example Nunnington, Slingsby and Sproxton. 
 

Detractors and issues include:  
 

• Decline of woodland and wood pasture, due to neglect, changes in management and 
grazing pressure 

• Decline of boundary trees/hedgerow trees/individual trees/small groups of trees due to 
neglect and changes in management 

• Damage to geological/geomorphological features from agricultural operations and tree 
planting 

• Decline in historic agricultural/settlement features (e.g. ridge and furrow, earthworks) due 
to agricultural intensification and tree planting 

• Introduction of modern farm buildings, slurry tanks or grain towers which have the 
potential to be visually intrusive 

• Intensification of agricultural management especially in arable areas, leading to a decline in 
rough pasture/species-rich and wet grasslands in favour of improved pasture; disrepair/loss 
of drystone walls; erosion of strip field patterns, and decline in or loss of hedgerows 

• Loss of species-rich calcareous grassland and hay meadows in the past 
• Damage to the landscape as a result of increased traffic causing parking problems, bridge 

and verge damage, footpath and bridleway erosion, and off-road vehicle/motorcycle/ 
mountain bike activity 

• Pressure to increase the numbers of camping and caravanning sites 
• Overall high visual sensitivity as a result of the patchwork effect of the agricultural Vale of 

Pickering and the higher land of the Tabular Hills 
• Views to and from this Landscape Character Area are sensitive to the introduction of tall 

vertical structures, such as wind turbines or communications masts 
• High ecological sensitivity as a result of the numerous linear belts of ancient woodland 

lining the dale sides 
• A patchwork of ecological habitats which are sensitive to changing agricultural 

practices/potential new development/climate change  
• High landscape sensitivity as a result of the strong landscape and settlement pattern, with 

strong visual unity in settlements and distinctive cultural patterns comprising medieval 
villages located at spring lines 

• Enlarged fields have eroded the important historic field pattern and farmland is 
consequently less distinctive  

  

Fragmented hedgerows and arable land in the low lying Vale of 
Pickering at the eastern edge of the Ryevitalise area 
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Positive actions to address the needs of the landscape could include: 
 

• Avoiding further agricultural intensification and field enlargement, particularly near 
settlement fringes 

• Prioritising the conservation and restoration of the riverside landscape 
• Control of recreation activities to preserve tranquillity 
• Conserving and strengthening existing hedgerow trees and drystone wall network along 

existing alignments, and encouraging traditional hedgerow management techniques to 
avoid mechanical over flailing 

• Conserving and managing existing woodlands, shelter belts and copses to achieve a 
balanced age structure  

• Increasing woodland cover so that new woodlands are small in scale and replicate the 
existing scale and structure. New peripheral planting would benefit ecological diversity 
and provide connections to the wider green infrastructure 

• Using native broadleaf trees and reflecting the proportionality found in other local 
woodlands 

• Carrying out of flora and fauna surveys and conservation of any notable species. 
• Continuing to protect archaeological sites 
• Employing traditional river management and avoiding techniques such as dredging and 

canalisation 
• Encouraging restoration of traditional flood meadows for hay-making and subsequent 

grazing 
• Encouraging the conversion of arable farmland to pasture along riverbanks to create 

buffer zones and create ecological habitats 
• Encouraging rivers to follow their natural course and pattern of erosion 
• Conserving and restoring calcareous grasslands 
• Managing valley woodlands to maximise ecological diversity, prioritising those of semi-

natural ancient origin 
• Enhancing and restoring of local wetlands 
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 St Mary’s Church, Scawton, was built in 1146 
by Cistercian Monks 

2.2 The Heritage of the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership Area 
 
Introduction 
 
The Rye landscape is a landscape of contrasts that interplay and create a mosaic of landforms and 
features. The Partnership area spans parts of the North York Moors, the Howardian Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Vale of Pickering, and has been shaped by aeons of natural 
processes and cultural influences.  

 
As well as creating the remarkable landscape, the geology has 
influenced the social and cultural development of the area. 
From the communities that have developed around 
settlements related to early agricultural and extractive 
industry, to the use of local stone in the vernacular 
architecture. The geology across the scheme area varies from 
sandstone in the north, and overlying acidic soils, to 
limestone on the southern plateaus and slopes and clay soils 
in the lower lying land in the Howardian Hills and Vale of 
Pickering. 

 
The northern part of the Rye catchment is part of the largest continuous expanse of heather 
moorland in England and Wales. The dominant heather (Calluna vulgaris) thrives on the acidic 
peaty soils in an area of relatively low rainfall, while cotton grass and other species of rush and 
heath occur on more boggy ground. The moorlands which support a good cover of heather and 
associated species are those under a sound management regime, usually related to grouse 
shooting or moorland sheep management. They often support a range of moorland birds such as 
curlew, golden plover and merlin. 
 
Elsewhere, in the north of the area, land cover is dominated by rough pastures and improved 
grasslands, supporting the rearing of sheep and cattle. The grasslands of the dales have been 
subject to continued agricultural improvement since the war, with the consequent loss of semi-
natural grassland and moorland to improved grass. In addition, the trend has been to move away 
from hay to silage, resulting in much more homogenous green swards of vigorous grasses instead 
of species rich hay meadows. Wide arable landscapes are mixed with improved grassland on the 
limestone plateaus and slopes and in the Vale of Pickering. Broadleaved woodland remains an 
important landscape component, particularly in and around Ryedale. 
 
The River Rye played a key role throughout centuries of inhabitation, utilised and manipulated for 
defensive, industrial and aesthetic purposes, and at times reasserting itself and reminding people 
of the overwhelming power of nature. Today, much of this landscape is available for public 
enjoyment: the settlements of Helmsley and Rievaulx connected by a section of the Cleveland Way; 
Helmsley Castle, Rievaulx Abbey managed by English Heritage and Nunnington Hall and Rievaulx 
Terrace managed by the National Trust; and some access permitted to the privately-owned 
Duncombe Estate. Many traces of the relationship between people and the river are still readable 
in the buildings, parks, fields and woodlands, and in the course of the river itself.  
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White-clawed crayfish - photo by Dan Lombard 

Biodiversity 
 
The area supports a 
remarkable abundance 
and variety of Priority 
Habitats and wildlife which 
are recognised in the high 
density of designations; 
numerous Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
Special Protection Areas 
(SPA), Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC), a 
National Nature Reserve 
(NNR) and the12km Rye 
Local Wildlife Site.  
 
The headwaters rise in the peaty moorlands of the North York Moors SSSI/SAC/SPA, flowing down 
through important networks of wildflower-rich grasslands, wetlands, oxbow-lakes and ancient 
woodlands, and into the River Derwent SAC beyond the scheme area. UK and Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) habitats that are a particular feature of the area include rivers and streams, 
species-rich calcareous/ neutral/acid grasslands, upland meadows, rush pasture, fens (alkaline and 
herb-rich), hedges, small traditional orchards, woodlands, moorland and blanket bog. The area 
contains 1,903ha of woodland designated as Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) and is a 
national hotspot of ancient trees which support an exceptionally rich invertebrate fauna and 
represent iconic and irreplaceable features of both our natural and cultural heritage. The river 
corridor provides niches for many rare specialist species, including one of only three UK 
populations of Alcathoe bat, a wider nationally significant assemblage of other bat species, as well 
as white clawed-crayfish, otter, dipper, willow tit, lamprey and salmon. The river also makes a 
critical contribution to the food chain that supports all wildlife in the area: a healthy river has 
significant invertebrate populations which are vital to not just fish but also birds such as dippers 
and other terrestrial species such as pied flycatchers and daubenton and alcathoe bats. 
 
The upper stretches of the river are upland in nature, starting and springs on the moorland plateau 
and its fringes. The habitats at the headwaters are primarily moorland and rough grazing and are 
particularly important for peatland communities, heathland species (including reptiles and 
invertebrates), wading birds and raptors. As the tributaries descent into the dales the habitats and 
species of open moorland are replaced with those of woodland, wood pasture, grassland and 
wetland. This mix of mature and veteran native trees, flower rich and wetland habitats supports a 
particularly important population of diverse bat species. The limestone influences around Rievaulx 
give rise to tufa springs and species-rich alkaline fen that is nationally scarce and supports rare and 
beautiful flowering plant species such as birdseye primrose and butterwort.  
 
The middle-Rye, in the south of the scheme area, is one of the few stretches of actively migrating 
river remaining in lowland eastern-England. Oxbows are a highly characteristic feature of this part 
of the river corridor, marking former river channels. These are either fragmentary water filled 
depressions or more well defined loops, although oxbows have often been re-excavated whether 
as alighting ponds for duck or as stock-watering ponds. The Rye floodplain along this stretch is 
likely to be of major importance for fluvial archaeology, with oxbow lakes potentially providing 
undisturbed deposits containing valuable evidence on the evolution of the local landscape and its 
habitats. This stretch includes the Rye Local Wildlife Site (or Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation as they are known in North Yorkshire) from Helmsley Bridge to West Ness. It is a 
stretch of ‘natural’ river, the banks of which support a varied flora and fauna. 
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Alcathoe bat - photo by  
Cyril Schönbächler 

The Ryedale Windy Pits are distinctive and ecologically significant feature in the area. They are a 
series of natural underground fissures in the limestone in the Hambleton Hills near Helmsley, 
located on the western slopes above the river Rye. Their local name, windy pits, derived from their 
tendency to emit gusts of air and steam from their narrow entrances. The phenomenon is caused 
by warm or cold air rising from the fissures and coming into contact with the air outside the 
entrance. In winter a steamy vapour rises in puffs or jets from the holes. In warmer months, cold air 
can be felt in the passage entrances, sometimes moving so violently as to vibrate the foliage 
nearby. There are more than 40 known windy pits, and four of them are known to have significant 
archaeological deposits. These are Antofts, Ashberry, Bucklands and Slip Gill. Due to their 
geological significance, several of the windy pits are designated as SSSIs. 

The windy pits are used as an amenity for cavers and potholers, and are 
also nationally important swarming and roosting sites for bats. Seven 
species of bat have been recorded including whiskered Myotis 
mystacinus, Daubenton's M. daubentoni, Natterer's M. nattereri and 
brown long-eared Plecotus auritus. All of the Ryedale Windy Pits are 
located in or on the edge of woodland or forestry plantation. 
 
The nationally important habitats of the Rye, the species they support 
and the other vital but undesignated natural features, are reliant upon 
the quality of the water they receive and the rate at which they receive 
it. Land management practices, current land-use, changes in land-use 
and climate change all pose a threat, as they can reduce water quality, 
cause flooding and drought, further habitat fragmentation and aid the 
spread of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) and disease. Barriers to 

fish migration, such as weirs, undermine the value of the river for fish and their ability to use upper 
reaches. 
 
The spread of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS), 
especially Himalayan balsam, throughout the 
catchment dramatically reduces native plant 
diversity and is a significant cause of bankside 
erosion, resulting in sedimentation and reduced 
riverside access. It also presents a threat to the area’s 
character where concentrations of the plant are 
obscuring river views.  

Signal crayfish have also been found in the catchment in recent years and present a threat to one 
of the priority aquatic species for the project, the native white-clawed crayfish. 

Historic Environment 
 
The upper reaches of the Rye catchment were as attractive for early prehistoric occupation as the 
lower lying land alongside the rivers and in the valleys were in later periods. Extensive evidence of 
human activity in the form of scatters of Mesolithic flint tools and waste have been found across 
the moorland landscapes, some of them quite dense. These early occupants were drawn to spring 
head and waterside locations where the availability of water and changes in vegetation would 
have offered a wide range of resources for them to exploit. Early prehistoric sites in the Vale of 
Pickering also include hunter-gatherer activity along the margins of rivers, becks and wetland 
environments. The south eastern edge of the scheme area skims the margins of what was glacial  
Lake Pickering, whose margins became a fertile hunting ground of wetlands and carr woodlands 
that would have been of high value to Mesolithic people. At Kirkdale Cave, just outside the scheme 
boundary, a collection of very early post-glacial animal remains were found in the 19th century. 
 

Veteran tree in Duncombe Park National Nature Reserve 
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Urra Dyke Bronze Age Linear Earthwork 

The fishponds of Gilling Castle 

There are fewer remains from the succeeding Neolithic period, although Neolithic flints have 
frequently been found across the higher part of the catchment, but there are also indications of 
more concentrated activity in some places. Significant finds including pottery and prestige items 
such as polished axes have been made close to the western escarpment and signs of human 
activity have been recovered from some of the windy pits near Helmsley including human remains. 
 
Later prehistoric activity 
from the Bronze and Iron 
Ages is widespread across 
the higher catchment, with 
numerous burial mounds, 
ritual monuments and 
extensive field systems 
distributed across wide 
areas of the landscape. These sites remain as visible features where they have been protected by 
the unimproved heather moorland. Linear earthworks are also a feature of the later prehistoric 
period, often emphasising elements of the landscape or dividing the high ground between smaller 
valleys. In the Vale of Pickering the majority of later prehistoric sites have been levelled by 
agriculture, and are known only from cropmarks and include extensive Bronze Age and Iron Age 
dyke systems, round barrows and square barrow cemeteries. Many of these cropmarks are 
focussed along the B1257 between Malton and Hovingham, including a Scheduled Iron Age square 
barrow cemetery at Slingsby. 
 
Apart from some use of the windy pits, there is little evidence for the Romans within the National 
Park part of Ryevitalise, but they were fairly prolific to the south of the moors, with high status villa 
sites at Hovingham, East Ness and Beadlam. Post-Roman evidence is equally scarce. Most of the 
named settlements in the Vale of Pickering are likely to have Anglo-Saxon origins, although direct 
evidence is limited. However, indicative place-names ending in ‘ham’, ‘ton’ and ‘ley’ are prolific in 
the area, such as Hovingham, Fryton and Helmsley. Many of the later, medieval churches have 
Anglo-Saxon period carved stones suggesting earlier places of worship nearby. Viking period 
archaeology is similarly elusive. Kirkdale Minster, just outside of the Ryevitalise area, is a key site 
with a fine collection of stone sculpture at St. Gregory’s Church. There is a good spread of Anglo-
Scandinavian place-names including those ending in ‘by’ and ‘wick’, such as Slingsby and 
Butterwick, suggesting that the settlements had origins in this period. 
 
Documentary sources including the 
Domesday record show that the area had 
a complex and wealthy economy during 
the medieval period, characterised by 
increasing nucleation in the same 
locations as today’s villages and towns. 
The royal forest of Pickering stretched far 
to the west and north and had small 
villages within it. Some of these were 
linear and green settlements, where 
crofts extended behind the dwellings to 
back lanes, characteristic of the planned 
villages and towns developed in the 
years following the Norman conquest. 
Many of these villages have evidence of 
former manor houses and churches.  
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At the same time, major castles were built at Gilling, Slingsby and Helmsley. A castle was first built 
at Slingsby in the 13th century, however very little is known about it. The ruins that tower over the 
village today are the remains of a Jacobean Manor built for Sir Charles Cavendish in the 1630s. Deer 
parks and fishponds were established in this period to provide game and fish for the lords of the 
manor, and it was the hunting reserves, rather than agriculture, which dominated the landscape 
which formed the medieval lordship of Helmsley. In the 1120s Walter Espec, an early lord of 
Helmsley, created the earthwork fortifications of Helmsley castle; in 1132, he granted part of his 
estate to Cistercian monks, for the foundation of Rievaulx Abbey.  
 
Major changes came with the arrival of monasteries in the 12th century, seeking to benefit initially 
from the remoteness of the area and then from the opportunities for sheep rearing. Byland Abbey 
(just outside the scheme boundary) and Rievaulx Abbey were the most dominant, controlling 
extensive areas of moorland, and establishing outlying granges. The ruins of the Cistercian Rievaulx 
Abbey has become one of the most famous sights of the area. Set in its own small twisting and 
meandering valley it is picturesque and evocative of times past, and has inspired many artists and 
poets. At Newburgh a priory of the Augustinian Order was founded in 1145 on land granted by 
William the Conqueror to Robert de Mowbray, but little is known about the establishment until its 
dissolution in 1538. Many of the outlying monastic granges focussed on agriculture, but in Bilsdale, 
the monks of Rievaulx developed numerous iron working sites. 

After the Dissolution of the Monasteries in the 1530s and 40s, prominent local families took over 
the monastic estates. The two parts of the Helmsley lordship were brought together again; at 
Rievaulx the intensification of ironworking begun by the monks turned this part of the Rye valley 
into an industrial landscape, while at Helmsley old hunting grounds began to come under the 
plough. Country houses and designed landscapes with ornamental trees were established, by the 
new estate owners at Rievaulx, Duncombe Park, Gilling Castle and Newburgh, for example. Market 
towns developed at Helmsley and Kirkbymoorside. Common grazing lands were divided and 
enclosed in the late 18th and 19th centuries under local agreements and Parliamentary Acts, the 
former preserving the strip-field pattern, with clusters of common-field enclosures in the south and 
east. Larger, more regular enclosures are concentrated on the moorland fringes, mostly associated 
with arable farming in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The area has a wealth of later 
archaeological sites, many of which have industrial themes connected to the river including water 
management and watermills.  
 
Industrial and Agricultural 
 
Although a rural landscape now, the river Rye and its catchment once saw industrial activity 
flourish. Watercourses played a key role in the industrial and agricultural development of the area 
through into the modern era. Water provided the motive power for corn milling and fulling mills to 
produce wool cloth which used up a lot of water in the processing e.g.  Harome, Hawnby, Rievaulx, 
Laskill in Bilsdale and also Caydale. Laskill processed as many as 14,000 fleeces for Rievaulx Abbey 
in 1275. A lot of mill buildings still exist, such as at Nunnington, Coulton, Raisdale Mill, but some 
have been demolished, such as Sproxton Mill. There is a couple of sites where through careful 
conservation the 18th/19th century mill machinery still exists e.g. Low Mill and Arden Mill. The 
previously ‘lost’ mill at Yearsley, near Gilling, was identified and excavated by volunteers over the 
last few years, with the success of this project used as a model for work elsewhere.  
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Low Mill, Bilsdale 

In medieval times small scale industrial activity associated 
with the abbey at Rievaulx included quarries for building 
stone and extensive ironworking throughout Bilsdale. 
Quarrying of natural resources, particularly limestone, has 
been a major occupation of the area, as was charcoal making 
and in the upper reaches of the moorland valley, jet mining 
has left its legacy on the landscape in the form of spoil tips 
visible running in lines around the contours. 

Many traces of past industry including mills and associated 
water management along the river are poorly recorded and 
‘hidden’, being formed from earthworks which are easily 
mistaken for natural features or more basic drainage ditches, 
or located within private ownership. Much of this heritage is 
hundreds of years old and has been subject to gradual 
erosion and decay for centuries. This, combined with its 
location within or adjacent to watercourses, makes the Rye’s 
cultural heritage particularly vulnerable and under 
increasing threat from the predicted wetter winters and drier 
summers linked to climate change.  

 
The catchment has suffered from widespread flooding on numerous occasions and the increasing 
scale, frequency and severity of floods make assessment recording and conservation works urgent 
before key elements of our shared past are lost. The living memory of the river landscape is ever 
diminishing and with it the memories of a more abundant river and the many different ways we 
used to live and work with it. 
 
One particular water-related group of historic assets are the water races (channels) designed and 
created by Joseph Foord in the 18th century.  These were also significant in intensifying and 
developing the agricultural landscape on the southern edge of the North York Moors. Foord, a local 
self-taught engineer and surveyor, realised that there was a way to bring the copious amounts of 
water available from the springs and becks of the moorland to the north down to the drier pastures 
of the Tabular Hills plateau by means of gravity alone. The farms and settlements of the latter were 
recorded as suffering summer droughts which caused high stock losses and considerable distress 
to the local population. By bringing a dependable source of water to these areas, agricultural 
productivity increased and the health of the villagers improved. The water races were therefore 
popular with the local landowners who commissioned them to be built, once their worth had been 
proven. Other water-related features associated with historic agricultural use of the area included 
terraces and retting ponds created for Medieval flax production near Ampleforth. 
 
Designed Landscapes 
 
The river influenced the gentrification of the landscape in the post medieval period, with estates at 
Gilling Castle, Newburgh Priory, Duncombe Park and Rievaulx Terraces being remodelled into 
designed landscapes. 
 
Gilling Castle lies immediately west and south of the village of Gilling East in a rural and agricultural 
area. The designed landscape (Grade II Listed Park and Garden) originated in the medieval 
emparkment around the 14th century tower house and was developed with the addition of gardens 
probably in the early 18th century. There are views from the castle itself over falling ground and 
terraced gardens, towards the rising parkland beyond.  Early estate maps and Ordnance Survey 
mapping show extensive plantations and parkland features such as the ‘Temple’. Areas of 
plantation and woodland are crossed by numerous terraces, drives and paths. The Lower and 
Higher Fishponds survive as stretches of water to the west and south-west of the castle.  
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The medieval Newburgh Priory had been established in one of the most delightful settings that 
can be found in this country and it is this location which formed the basis of the designed 
landscape (now Grade II on the register of Parks and Gardens). The garden, pleasure grounds and 
park were predominantly laid out in the early 18th century for the fourth Viscount Fauconberg, 
although it is thought to have had earlier origins. 
 
In the first half of the 18th century, the Helmsley estate’s new owners, the Duncombe family, 
developed a fashionable designed landscape: while a new mansion house and formal gardens 
were established close to Helmsley Castle, the creation of a landscaped terrace on the valley side at 
Rievaulx provided picturesque views over the abbey ruins, and quickly became a tourist attraction. 
Both elements of the landscape – Duncombe Park and Rievaulx Terrace – are Grade I Listed Parks 
and Gardens. 

Duncombe Park was created partially on the site of one of the medieval deer parks associated with 
Helmsley Castle. The 18th century designed landscape forms 3 principal areas; the lowlands 
comprising the grass slopes up from Helmsley; the river valley to the east and south of the house; 
and the Fallow Deer Park situated on the plateau to the west of the house and Red Deer Park 
situated to the south west. The principal entrance to Duncombe Park is from Helmsley, where there 
is a lodge (Charles Barry, 1843 and Grade II Listed) and gates. The drive runs south-west though the 
park to the forecourt of the house. A second entrance to the park from the A170 at Sproxton has a 
gateway in the form of a triumphal arch called Nelson Gate (1806, Grade II Listed) and an early 19th 
Century lodge (Grade II Listed) from which the drive crosses the Rye over the 18th Century Mill 
Bridge (Grade II Listed). There is a third entrance with a 19th Century lodge, Griff Lodge, at the 
north-west tip of the park which runs to the house and affords views of the house framed by trees 
across the expanse of the Park Plain. This route was used to reach Rievaulx Terrace, around three 
kilometres north-west of Duncombe Park.  

The pleasure grounds to the front of the house consist of a curving terrace which is half a mile in 
length, where at either end stands a temple. To the north lies an open Ionic Rotunda (attributed to 
Vanbrugh and Listed Grade I) and to the south a closed circular Tuscan Temple containing a 
domed room (attributed to Sir Thomas Robinson and Listed Grade I). The view through the open 
Ionic Rotunda extends northwards to the distant moors. Blocks of woodland with curving paths 
lead through them, including the Yew Walk (yew trees clipped to form a hedge marking the inside 
of another terrace) which follows the line of a serpentine ha-ha (Listed Grade II), all of which have 
been described as 'a landmark in the development of the English natural style’ (Jellicoe et al 1986).  

To either side of the house lie sunken parterres which were set out in 1846 when the new wings for 
the house were built by Sir Charles Barry. It is probable that they were designed by Nesfield who 
was working with Barry at the time. An 18th century statue of Flora, Goddess of Flowers stands on 
the South Parterres and immediately to the front of the house stands a large figure of Father Time 
holding a sundial (attributed to Van Nost, c. 1715). From this point there are views, partially 
obscured by trees, across the valley to a cascade in the Rye. Close to the Rotunda and the Yew Walk 
stands one of the tallest ash trees in England (148 feet) and elsewhere in the Park, not readily 
accessible to the public, stands the tallest lime tree (154 feet).  

Rievaulx Terrace lies immediately south and east of the village of Rievaulx on a ridge overlooking 
the valley of the River Rye and the remains of Rievaulx Abbey. The grass terrace was laid out in c. 
1758 with views of the valley of the Rye, the ruins of Rievaulx Abbey and is terminated by classical 
temples. The layout of the Terrace with the emphasis on unfolding views rather than formal axes 
was a departure which has been described as 'a landmark in the development of English 
Landscape style' (Jellicoe et al 1986) and 'a superlative example of large-scale landscape gardening' 
(Pevsner 1966). 
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The Duncombe family visited Rievaulx from their home at Duncombe Park, which lies c 3km to the 
south-east. There is a tradition that Thomas Duncombe wished to link the two sites more directly 
with a viaduct across the valley and the discovery of large quantities of dressed masonry in the 
valley which links Rievaulx to the Helmsley road tends to support the theory. The National Trust 
now owns Rievaulx Terrace while the ruins of the Abbey were acquired by the Government in 1917 
and passed into the care of English Heritage. 

The grassed terrace follows a curving course between two temples, one Tuscan and one Ionic: each 
one comes into full view of the other, framed by trees, as a promenade is made along the Terrace. 
The band of woodland which acts as a backdrop on the east side of the Terrace has a waved edge 
which emphasises the curve of the Terrace. The west slope is covered with trees (largely replanted, 
late C20) and thirteen vistas have been cut through them recreating vistas described in the 18th 
century, designed to be seen from the height of a carriage or horse. The result is a sequence of 
views of the valley and the river backed by the tree-clad slopes of Ashberry Hill with the Abbey 
ruins in the foreground. An early 19th century guide (quoted in guidebook 1992) to the site 
recommended turning to the south from the central entrance and walking to the Tuscan Temple 
before returning and continuing to the Ionic Temple. The Tuscan Temple is also the starting point 
for Arthur Young's 1771 description of the site (ibid). 

A vista from the Tuscan Temple gives a glimpse of Rievaulx Bridge (Listed Grade II) c 400m to the 
south-west, and there are changing views of the valley as the visitor walks northwards. The Abbey 
ruins first appear in a view of the tall lancets of the Abbey church's (liturgical) east end and the 
disposition of the ruins and surrounding scenery changes as the visitor proceeds. As the Ionic 
Temple is approached there are views directly to the north transept of the church with tall lancet 
windows. In addition to the views into the valley there are spectacular long-distance views to the 
west along the whole length of the Terrace, over Ashberry Hill and to open land beyond. 

Young comments on the changefulness and variations in the view. At one particular spot he 
describes 'scattered trees appearing among the ruins in a stile too elegantly picturesque to admit 
description: It is a casual glance at a little paradise, which seems as it were in another region'. This 
aptly sums up the relationship of the Terrace with the ruins, one in which the invitation is to view 
them from a distance and to see them in the context of changing landscape views, rather than 
explore them at close quarters. 

Built Heritage 
 
The pattern of scattered farmsteads and small villages which forms the modern landscape of the 
Ryevitalise area developed originated in the 9th and 13th centuries, at the time of settlement by 
the Angles, Danes and Norse. Carved stone crosses still remain from these early days of Christianity 
in Britain, and are the earliest elements of built heritage in the Ryevitalise area. In the Ryevitalise 
area these characteristic villages with the surrounding farmsteads and associated field walls are 
built of the local sandstone or limestone, and roofed with red pantiles which is unusual in an 
upland area. Until the 19th century many buildings in Helmsley were still thatched and some 
villages, including Harome and Pockley, still retain some of these earlier thatched roofs. This, 
coupled with the careful control of new development, has resulted in strikingly attractive small 
villages. Buildings such as the mills which were built as part of the area’s industrial development 
share the structural characteristics of the farmsteads and villages. 
 
The Ryevitalise area’s larger buildings include both iconic monastic ruins such as Rievaulx and the 
high status dwellings of the medieval lords. The Grade I Listed Gilling Castle was originally built by 
Sir Thomas Etton in the 14th century as a tower house, but was altered and added to by Sir William 
Fairfax in the 16th century, with further modifications made in the early 18th century. The ruined 
remains of Helmsley Castle (Listed grade I and a Scheduled Monument) originated in the 12th 
century and was successively modified and altered. A mansion was built within the site during the 
16th century and this was the principal residence for owners of the Helmsley Estate until Duncombe 
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The Tuscan Temple 

Park was built. It was taken into state guardianship in 1923 and subsequently passed into the care 
of Office of Works (now English Heritage) who are responsible for it today. 
 
Since its dissolution by Henry VIII in 1538, Newburgh has benefited by being within the ownership 
of one family. This can be seen in the great wealth of portraits adorning its walls, from Sir William 
Bellasis, who converted it into a private residence in 1546, to those of Captain and Mrs Wombwell, 
the owners until 1986. Hovingham, in the south of the scheme area has been home to the Worsley 
family since 1563. The sixth Thomas Worsley (b.1710, d.1778) designed and built the current 
Hovingham Hall. His two main interests were horses and architecture, reflected in the unique 
feature of the Hall is that it is entered through a covered Riding School, once used for training 
horses. 
 
The house at Duncombe Park (Listed Grade I) lies in the centre of the park and is notable for the 
choice of a site close to the edge of the natural escarpment above the River Rye where advantage 
could be taken of views of the valley and the rising land beyond with the ruins of Helmsley Castle 
(see below) in the middle ground.  It was built in the early 18th Century with additions and 
alterations of 1845 and 1880’s, probably by William Wakefield to the plans by Vanbrugh. The house 
is linked on the north and south sides to two stable blocks or pavilions (both by Charles Barry 1843, 
Listed Grade I) by quadrant walls. The forecourt formed by the house and wings is closed by a 
screen with railings linked by stone piers flanking central gate piers. The house was badly damaged 
by fire in 1879 and was rebuilt by William Young in 1895.. The estate was bought by Sir Charles 
Duncombe in 1687, a City of London goldsmith and banker and has remained in the family since. 
The house was temporarily leased to the Woodland Trust in the early 20th Century in which it was 
occupied as a girls boarding school until it reverted back to a private residence in 1986 and now 
the home of the present owner, the sixth Baron Feversham (1998).  

Parkland features within Ryevitalise’s designed 
landscapes are significant components of the area’s built 
heritage. At Rievaulx Terrace, for example, the Ionic 
Temple (Listed grade I) stands on a platform with a flight 
of stone steps leading up to a pedimented portico of 
unfluted Ionic columns from which there are views 
south along the Terrace. The building was heated, with a 
single room above a two-room service basement which 
provided accommodation for a gardener and facilities 
for preparing food. The upper room is richly decorated 
with mythological scenes and contains some original 

furnishings (1998). At the south end of the Terrace the Tuscan Temple (Listed grade I) is a circular 
drum with a dome encircled by detached Doric columns supporting an entabulature with triglyphs 
and bucrania. The interior has a painted ceiling with elaborate plasterwork and medieval floor tiles 
from the abbey ruins. Although the order used is Doric the Temple seems always to have been 
called the Tuscan Temple, probably because the columns have no bases. There are similar Ionic 
and Tuscan temples at Duncombe Park. 

 
Military Heritage 
 
A look around Duncombe Park today and there are still clues to the parks' World War Two use 
when it was requisitioned, as many stately homes were, for the war effort. Historic England 
describes: "The western part of the park, called Park Plain (the former Fallow Deer Park) is on level 
land sloping slightly to the north. This part of the park is pasture and largely treeless. Blackdale 
Howl Wood shelters the north boundary and Spring Bank Wood the west side. Broad metalled 
drives, tank emplacements and Nissen hut bases date from the Second World War when the park 
was occupied by the 30th Armoured Brigade".  
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View from the nave of Rievaulx Abbey 
(or the presbytery) 

The Royal Airforce Station Wombleton opened in 1943 as a sub-station of RAF Topcliffe. Aircrew 
who were originally trained on twin-engined aircraft such as Wellingtons or Whitleys received 
conversion training on heavy four-engined bombers such as the Halifax or Lancaster at the airfield. 
Number 1666 Heavy Conservation Unit remained at Wombleton until the end of the war, when the 
RAF took over the station and stayed for several years with the RAF Regiment using the site as a 
battle school. Wombleton airport is still used today for recreational flying. 

Cultural and Artistic Heritage 
 
There are a number of famous people associated with the Ryevitalise area. Peter Walker (1936 – 
2017), aka Nicholas Rhea, an author and former policeman lived in the Ryevitalise area, at 
Ampleforth. His Constable series of books inspired the Yorkshire Television production ‘Heartbeat”, 
set in Goathland in the 1960s, which ran for 18 years between 1992 and 2010. The books and 
programme followed the life of a young police officer transferred from London to the North York 
Moors.  
 
J.M.W. Turner (1775–1851) is one of England’s greatest artists, a visionary painter of landscapes 
whose work anticipates later styles such as impressionism and abstract art. His extraordinary 
originality made him a controversial figure in his day. His great artistic fixation was with the power 
of light, which he often depicted as a swirling vortex of colour. In 1797 Turner went on his first tour 
of the North, which he later regarded as one of the most important experiences of his career.  
 
Between 1816 and 1818, Turner made a short tour to 
Rievaulx Abbey and Scarborough from Otley, where he 
was staying at the home of a friend. On the way he visited 
Sutton Bank. For a painter of light, the ever-shifting hues 
and tones of the view from here must have had an 
irresistible appeal. He stopped and made a series of 
sketches, which have only recently been identified as 
having been drawn at Sutton Bank. There are six in total, 
panning round on successive double pages to record the 
views from Roulston Scar and Hood Hill towards Lake 
Gormire and the Whitestone Cliff. Turner seems to have 
been planning a full treatment of the subject, but for some 
reason his painting of the Sutton Bank panorama was 
never completed. On this and later tours he made a series 
of studies of Helmsley Castle, Rievaulx Abbey and Byland 
Abbey. He also visited Sutton Bank and made sketches of 
the view. There is an interpretation panel at Sutton Bank 
and benches with the Turner plaque at Helmsley, Rievaulx 
and Sutton Bank.  

Herbert Read (1893 – 1968) was a self-made man of many qualities – a war hero, an anarchist, a 
writer, the shaper of British art and discoverer of the greatest poet of the century. Between the 
Riccall and the Rye, his childhood autobiography is named after the rivers bounding the farm 
where he was born the son of a tenant farmer. Considered one of his best works, the writing is 
earthy, passionate and precise. It bursts with love for the landscape of his heart, vividly depicting a 
vanished rural Ryedale and the characters that peopled it.  
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The village of Nunnington where Herbert Read went to School 

 

A Roman Villa was excavated in the grounds of Hovingham Hall in 1745. No surface 
remains are visible 

Both his father and mother were from 
families who had worked for generations 
on the Duncombe Park estate. Herbert 
recollects a way of life – the sights and 
smells, tastes and rhythms – which had in 
the main remained unchanged for 
centuries. These would be swept away 
with a few short years after his childhood 
ended. At the age of eight, his father died 
of rheumatic fever.  

 
Before long, Herbert found himself on the moors just outside Halifax, at the Crossley and Porter 
Orphan Home and School with 300 other children whose education also relied on charity. At 15, he 
was taken on as a clerk by a small Leeds savings bank. The family, living in Buckingham Mount in 
what is now the student quarter of Leeds, had no money.  
 
A Leeds tailor befriended the young idealist with leftish leanings, lent him books and encouraged 
him to follow his dream. Having won a place at Leeds University in 1912, Herbert made other 
significant friends, one the vice-chancellor who shared a passion for modern art. Herbert’s mother 
died in December 1914, the household broke up and Herbert joined the Green Howards. When his 
unit departed for the Western Front the following January, it was Herbert’s first time out of 
Yorkshire. His debut book of poetry was published the same year. 
 
He served throughout the war 
and somehow found the time 
to start an arts journal – the 
first to publish the work of an 
unknown called TS Eliot. 
Herbert won the Military Cross 
at the second battle of the 
Somme in 1917 and the 
Distinguished Service Order in 
1918 and, amid all this, he kept 
on writing. His second book of 
poems came out the year after 
the war ended. On Armistice 
Day 66 years later, his name 
was one of 16 Great War poets 
commemorated on a stone 
unveiled in Poets’ Corner in 
Westminster Abbey. Herbert was demobbed as a captain. Possibly, given his record of gallantry, 
the rank would have been higher had he not been, by temperament, a pacifist and, by conviction, 
an anarchist. 
  
In London, he became editor of the Burlington Magazine, and co-founded the Institute for 
Contemporary Art. He was equally at home among fellow writers and poets, including Eliot and 
George Orwell. It was for services to literature that he was knighted in 1952. This eminent man of 
letters, and by now world-famous critic, moved back to his paradise lost in 1948. He purchased 
what had originally been the rectory in Stonegrave, just a ramble away from his old home at 
Muscoates Grange, dividing his time between here and London. Today, the family farmhouse, 
Muscoates Grange, still stands facing the southern flanks of the Hambleton Hills and nearby 
Nunnington where Herbert went to school. 
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Himalayan balsam on the banks of the River Rye near Harome 

2.3 Context 
 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership area is largely rural in nature with people primarily living in 
the market town of Helmsley and small villages, scattered homes and farmsteads. The market 
towns of Malton and Norton are located downstream where the Rye meets the Derwent, and are 
affected by moderate levels of deprivation (5, Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015). To the north of 
the area the nearest large urban population is Teesside and to the south York. The demographics 
and economics of these two urban areas are very different, as illustrated by their very different 
scores for Index of Multiple Deprivation in 2015: 40 for Middlesbrough, 6th lowest in the country, 
and 12 for York, 259th out of 326 Local Authorities. 
 
In terms of the rural landscape, the scheme area incorporates the moorland of the North York 
Moors where the headwaters rise as fast/clear upland streams, the valleys on the Moors’ southern 
edge where the rivers increase in volume as they flow through woodland and grassland and the 
flat arable and mixed lowlands of the Howardian Hills and Vale of Pickering where the meandering 
river slows and broadens. The area’s land-use and cover varies greatly, but feels generally cohesive 
and uninterrupted with a strong cultural identity.  
 
It is an area that has been strongly shaped by water over millenia, from the narrow gills and valleys 
of the uplands scoured out by streams and rivers to the meandering floodplain and glacial lake bed 
of the lowlands.  The surrounding rural landscape contrasts with the scheme area in that 
agricultural land use becomes more dominated by intensive arable to the west and south, more 
obviously influenced by industry to the north and characterised by larger swathes of unenclosed 
moorland split by narrower valleys to the east. 
 
With around 11 million visitor days, the tourism sector of the National Park is worth approximately 
£538m to the local economy. This area appeals to a broad spectrum of visitors, boasting a wealth of 
other honey-pot attractions including Rievaulx Abbey, Duncombe Park and the award-winning 
market town of Helmsley. The Howardian Hills also attracts a significant number of day-visitors 
each year, particularly to the main visitor attractions in the AONB: 60,000 to Nunnington Hall, 1,400 
to Hovingham Hall and 1,000 to Newburgh Priory. The area as a whole also draws those looking to 
explore the less beaten paths from the dramatic slopes and wooded gills of the uplands to the 
lowland lazy river. 

 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership area 
was chosen to deliver and address water 
quality and ecology issues as one of the key 
projects that will help address multiple 
issues (including, but not limited to, rural 
diffuse pollution and barriers to fish 
migration) that are currently preventing 31 
of the 36 surface water bodies within the Rye 
Operational Catchment from achieving their 
objective of Good Ecological Status. Without 
the scheme, many of the water bodies within 
the Rye Operational catchment would not 
necessarily see any noticeable improvement, 
and certainly not on a scale that would 
deliver significant improvements or changes 
within their Ecological Status.  
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The scheme area has been carefully selected to represent those parts of the wider Rye Operational 
Catchment where the maximum environmental benefits can be gained. By working predominantly 
towards the top of the catchment to address issues such as invasive species and sediment, the 
benefits will be realised more effectively downstream too and this includes promoting the 
principles of ‘Slowing the Flow’ to hold water back in the uplands and reduce flood risk and erosion 
problems.  
 
Ryevitalise provides an opportunity for all partners within the catchment to maximise the benefits 
or collaborative working and delivering more ambitious outcomes for the natural environment. 
Working on a sub catchment scale will also bring benefits to water bodies and important habitats 
downstream, most notably the River Derwent Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)/Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) and the Lower Derwent Valley Special Protection Area (SPA). By delivering 
improvements in rural land use practices, soil and riparian management, the scheme not only 
improves ecology and water quality, but also helps to manage the environment in a way in which 
delivers important natural flood risk management benefits. The economic arguments and benefits 
to wider society from improved land management will ensure that precious soil resources are 
better conserved, enabling the county to better feed itself and support rural economies.  

 
2.4  Reconnecting People – Winning Hearts and Minds 
 

Telling the story, inspiring engagement and developing future custodians for the Rye is essential to 
the success of the project and its legacy.  A huge amount of work has gone into identifying the 
most important audiences and how best to overcome barriers to their engagement. This has been 
reflected in an ambitious programme of engagement, interpretation, education, events and 
promotion, which is designed to meet the needs of key audiences, deliver effective messages and 
inspire long term behaviour change and a lasting attachment to the river and its landscape.  
 

Audience Engagement and Consultation 
 

A comprehensive review of existing audience research and data held by all partners was carried 
out.  This was combined with the results of an extensive programme of consultation with current 
and potential audiences both within and beyond the project area.  The results of this form the basis 
of an Audience Development Plan which has in turn shaped all elements of the delivery plans for 
interpretation, events, promotion, education and engagement. 
 
Three key audiences were identified: 
 

• Influencers – those that have a direct impact on the river and its surrounding landscape; 
• Communities – those that live, work and go to school within the project area; and 
• Visitors (both current and potential)  – those visiting the project area and those currently 

underrepresented groups, especially from nearby urban areas 
 
A further strong theme to arise from the consultations was the need to engage young people, 
these have therefore been identified as the fourth key audience.  
 
Full details of consultations and their output is included at Appendix 2. 
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Influencers 
 
Landowners, farmers and land managers are key to the success of the project and have the 
potential to help deliver many of its desired outcomes, the key characteristics emerging from early 
consultations with this audience indicate that they : 
 

• Are proud of the area  
• Are passionate about protecting and restoring the natural heritage, habitats and species 

found there 
• Are concerned regarding the potential impact of increased visitor numbers and conscious 

of the need for careful planning, sympathetic management and protection of the area  
• Believe that targeted education and communication will be key to protecting the fragile 

and precious natural environment and the communities the project will be working with   
 
The most important barriers to this audience engaging with the project are: 
 

• Lack of “spare time” 
• The dispersed nature of the members of this group 
• Lack of tailor made resources and activities 

 

Communities 
 

This audience is also crucial to the successful delivery of the scheme.  They will provide local 
knowledge and expertise, physical and verbal support, memories central to the Paradise Initiative 
and much more. 
 
The Ryedale District Profile, produced in September 2016 by North Yorkshire County provides an 
understanding of the demographics of the communities living in or very close to the Ryevitalise 
project area. 
 

The age of the local population is higher than 
the national average. 26% of the population 
are over 65 (higher than the national average 
of 18%). Only 25% of people are under 25 
(lower than the national average of 30%). 
Ryedale is an attractive place to retire to, 
which contributes to the population being 
old and ageing. However, those moving to 
the area are keen to get involved in the 
community demonstrated in part by high 
levels of volunteering. 
 

This target audience also includes those that live in nearby 
areas that are affected by the river. Downstream 
communities, such as the market towns of Malton and 
Norton currently suffer the greatest disconnect with the 
river, particularly due to the impact of flooding. However, 
they stand to benefit from improved water quality, and 
should be engaged with through project activities to better 
understand the impact of the landscape on their lives. 
 
  

Consultation event held at Nunnington Hall 

Photo of Nunnington Hall and the River 
Rye by Nick Fraser 
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 The view from Hawnby Hill 

The consultation process revealed the following key barriers to engagement: 
 

• Lack of awareness 
• Most project partners are better geared up to communicating at a national rather than 

local level 
• Poor provision of information, particularly for some underrepresented/hard to reach 

groups including disabled people and people from black and minority ethnic groups  
 
Visitors and Potential Visitors 
 

Current visitors to the area: 
 

• Are roughly 50:50 male : female  
• Are most likely to be over 35 years of age  
• Are predominantly from more affluent sectors of society 
• Tend to be fond of nature and interested in conservation  
• Only 2% are from black and minority ethnic groups 
• Visitors with disabilities are underrepresented  

 
A large proportion of visitors to the area are from North East 
and from Yorkshire, followed by the Midlands. Around half 
of the visitors surveyed in both areas were on day trips, with 
repeat visiting common.  
 
The qualities most valued by visitors to the area are natural 
beauty, open space, tranquillity and walking/outdoor 
activities.   
 
Whilst in the area, the most popular activities are general sightseeing, eating/drinking, visiting a 
town or village or walking.  Nature and wildlife spotting, whilst not a frequently cited activity, is 
high on what people value and think is important about the area, with many citing conservation 
and protection of landscape as priority areas of work. 
 
As set out above, the research demonstrated that there are some potential audiences for the 
Project which are significantly under-represented amongst those currently visiting. They include: 
 

• Young people 
• People from disadvantaged communities, including nearby urban areas 
• Disabled people 
• People from black and minority ethnic groups 

 
The consultation highlighted the following barriers to engaging with this audience: 
 

• Lack of awareness 
• Lack of a “visitor centre” focal point 
• Lack of tailor made provision for some harder to reach or underrepresented groups 
• Lack of affordable public transport 
• Cultural and perceptual barriers, particularly a lack of confidence and feeling that the 

countryside is not for them 
 
The project will seek to reach out, address barriers and provide tailor made opportunities to 
engage with these audiences. 
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Young People 
 

A recurring theme throughout the consultation and development of the audience development 
plan is the need to engage young people.  We have therefore introduced this as fourth key 
audience, and developed a comprehensive programme of engagement which is outlined in several 
Project Plans including the Upstream, Downstream Schools Project and the River Rangers Project.  
Young peoples’ events will also feature strongly in the projects programmes of events and 
promotion, and the resources developed to interpret the project will include interactive elements 
designed to be attractive to young people. 
 
The barriers identified as potentially limiting youth engagement with the project are: 
 

• Lack of awareness 
• Lack of transport / transport costs 
• Lack of inspiring / fun opportunities tailor made for young people to engage 

 
Cross cutting messages from Audience Engagement 
 
There were a number of broad themes which emerged from the consultations and which have 
shaped the delivery plans relating to audience development and engagement, they were: 

• The need to win hearts and minds, especially of the younger generation  
• Concern regarding the potential impact of increased visitors and the need for sensitive 

development 
• Very little desire expressed for on-site fixed interpretation and a wish to “keep the natural 

areas natural” 
• Clear emphasis on focussing any site based interpretation at a few existing key 

destinations, promoted, managed sites  including Nunnington, Rievaulx, Lordstones, 
Duncombe Park. To this we have added Sutton Bank as gateway site, with existing high 
visitor numbers and management in place 

• Demand for a small number of high quality, way marked and interpreted routes provided 
via the Routes Along the Rye project 

• A focus on digital/virtual interpretation 
 

With this in mind we have proposed a programme of interpretation, events and promotion activity 
which: 
 

• Reaches all target audiences with appropriate activities and media 
• Minimises fixed, site based interpretation (bridge plinths and sculptures) to focus any new 

installations on sites where long term management is secured and a large audience is 
most likely  

• Improves of existing facilities rather than construction of additional (eg poetry benches) 
• Utilises virtual rather than fixed interpretation where appropriate (eg investigation of 

Sprytar type interpretation currently being developed for the Wolds Way National Trail) 
• Develops flexible, interactive mobile displays of a type which are transportable without a 

dedicated van. The proposed volunteer van and host organisation transport will be 
sufficient to convey the exhibition and interpretation – saving project and legacy funding 
for investment where it is most needed 
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Arable farmland and forestry towards the 
southern edge of the Ryevitalise area 

 

Audience Development and Engagement Plan 
 

The table below summarises and sets out audiences, 
barriers to engagement and the methods to be employed 
in overcoming these barriers. Communications and 
engagement are a necessary part of every project activity, 
throughout the scheme. The basic principles set out 
above and below will guide our delivery of all such 
elements.  For those projects with a particular emphasis 
on engagement, full, detailed activity plans are included 
in the Project Plans, including for interpretation, events 
and promotion, Education and River Fly Rangers.  
 

Audience Barriers  Means of reaching 
Influencers 
 

Lack of time to 
engage 
 
Dispersed 
population 
 
Lack of tailor made 
resources and 
activities 

Use Steering Groups formed in development phase for 
focussed communications 
 

Identify champions to act as a bridge between the 
project and the audience 
 

Engage Champions and Steering Groups in design of 
interpretation, events and other communication 
materials 
 

Develop mobile interpretation to take the project to the 
audience 
 

Attend existing events organised by and/or attended by 
this audience and utilise “their” venues for project 
events 

 

Provide tailor made events of particular interest to this 
group , practical demonstrations and best practice 
training 
 

Create an online forum 
 

Engage as key participants in the Paradise Initiative 
Project 
 
 

Ensure all project and partner staff who will be working 
with this audience understand key issues, messages and 
barriers 
 

Communities Lack of awareness 
 
Limited local 
communication 
channels used by 
many project 
partners 
 
Lack of tailor made 
information 

Utilise all partner’s communications available including 
Moors Messenger, Parish Forums and the Howardian 
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty newsletter 
 

Cultivate interest amongst local media (press, radio and 
TV) in the project and its activities 
 

Develop mobile interpretation to take the project to the 
audience 
 

Engage local people in design and development of 
interpretive and informative materials. Ensure that 
materials developed are relevant to local people 
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Audience Barriers  Means of reaching 
Engage existing local groups such as the local Women’s 
Institute, Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association and 
Ryedale Family History Group 
 

Provide community volunteering, ambassador and 
wardening opportunities.  Hold community and 
volunteering events, including hedge, river bank cleans, 
wildlife walks and species recording through the 
Ryedale Naturalists Society 
 

Develop a strong on-line presence linked to local 
community websites 
 

Attend community events including village shows and 
Parish Council meetings to communicate with 
communities and promote project activities 
 

Engage Disability Advisory Groups and Local Access 
Forums to advise on best practice in developing 
resources and delivering communications 
 

Engage as key participants in the Paradise Initiative 
Project 
 

Visitors Lack of awareness 
 
Lack of a “visitor 
centre” focal point 
 
Lack of tailor- 
made provision for 
some harder to 
reach or 
underrepresented 
groups 
 
Lack of affordable 
public transport 
 
 
 
 
Cultural and 
perceptual barriers 
particularly lack of 
confidence to visit  
 

Use all partners existing channels to communicate with 
visitors  eg Out and About Guide, centres at “attractions” 
 

Engage existing local groups such as the local Women’s 
Institute, Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association and 
Ryedale Family History Group 
Use all appropriate social media channels 
 

Use mobile exhibition and display to take the project to 
nearby areas including the Middlesbrough Mela 
 

House mobile exhibitions at Sutton Bank to provide 
gateway centre when not in use in the wider area to 
maximise interaction with the scheme 
 

Utilise partners visitor centres, including Rievaulx, 
Nunnington and Helmsley Castle for housing 
introductory interpretation and hosting events 
 

Engage North York Moors Community Champions 
network to engage with black and minority ethnic 
communities and take part in the annual “Community 
Picnic” 
 

Provide training opportunities (similar to current 
Community Champion training) to increase confidence 
and knowledge and break down cultural and perceptual 
barriers 
 

Develop “bite size” and “easy” access opportunities with 
excellent signposting, interpretation and information, to 
increase confidence 
 
 

Use National Park Authority targeted transport scheme 
to assist communities in areas of higher deprivation 
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Audience Barriers  Means of reaching 
Engage Disability Advisory Groups and Local Access 
Forums to advise on best practice in delivering 
communications 
 

Young people Lack of awareness 
 
Lack of transport/ 
transport costs 
 
Lack of inspiring/ 
fun opportunities 
tailor made for 
young people to 
engage 
 

Promote project and project activities North Yorkshire 
and National Park Education Services 
 

Develop interactive and engaging mobile and fixed 
interpretation. Ensure that interpretation in the 
landscape encourages exploration, adventure and fun. 
Empower young people to find answers for themselves 
 

Develop opportunities for creative play 
 

Deliver a programme of children’s events 
 

Work with the National Park Education Service and the 
Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
team to build on existing relationships with schools 
throughout the project area; 
Adapt Education activities programme and materials to  
include relevant project messages including through 
the Upstream, Downstream Schools Programme Project 
 

Engage schools in areas of deprivation with support 
from NYMNPA targeted transport scheme 
 

Develop apprentice and other young people’s training 
opportunities 
 

Deliver targeted youth programmes such as the River  
Rangers Project 
 

Engage young people in design of interpretation and 
communications materials 
 

 

2.5 Management Information 
 
Introduction 
 
Existing plans and strategies are already in place, that directly help manage the Ryevitalise area, 
and delivery of Ryevitalise outcomes will also help deliver both local and national policy objectives. 
The following section summarises the strategies already in place for managing the Landscape 
Partnership area, and the contribution they will make to delivering HLF outcomes. 
 
This establishes an overall landscape framework in which the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership 
scheme will operate. Ryevitalise focuses on the River Rye and its catchment and the people who 
live in and interact with the landscape. The wealth of natural and cultural heritage contained in the 
landscape is intrinsically linked with the presence of water; it is the vital artery that provides a 
constant throughout the landscape and a distinct sense of place. 
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Ryevitalise Development Workshop for Partner Organisations 

Insensitive land-management practices, agricultural intensification, invasive species spread and the 
impacts of climate change have reduced water quality, driven the degradation and fragmentation 
of the nationally important habitats of the Rye, and threaten the survival of iconic species 
dependent on these. This downward trend requires sustainable management to safeguard the 
species-rich habitats in the area for both their intrinsic value, and for the benefits they bring to our 
wellbeing and prosperity. 

 
There is already evidence of a reduction in 
uptake of agri-environment schemes in the 
area due to changes to the national scheme, 
and the availability of wider biodiversity 
funding has diminished with continued 
reductions to partner resources, withdrawal of 
existing funding streams and the resultant 
increase in competition. Catchment Sensitive 
Farming (CSF) has insufficient resource to 
deliver against all water quality issues within 
the catchment; of the catchment’s 17 

waterbodies 12 are currently failing to meet ‘good’ status as required by the Water Framework 
Directive. These factors may contribute to changes in farming practices, causing further habitat 
loss, which may further reduce the landscape’s resilience. 
 
Ryevitalise will support land-managers in utilising the available national schemes to deliver the 
project’s and their own aspirations and will provide additional capacity that can either wrap 
around these resources, leading to greater impact on the ground, or deliver standalone action that 
fills in delivery gaps, securing connectivity across the landscape and improving catchment 
function. 
 
Addressing landscape function issues such as connectivity, water-quality and Invasive Non Native 
species (INNS) control requires a landscape-scale approach. The various layers of ownership, 
management and statutory responsibility within landscape-scale areas can lead to inadvertent 
neglect with each party believing it is the responsibility of another to take the lead on a particular 
issue. 
 
The Rye Landscape Partnership comprises local authorities, statutory agencies, charities, 
landowners, residents, community and voluntary sector groups. This provides the opportunity for a 
coordinated approach to addressing the threats facing the heritage of the area, maximising 
synergistic benefits for habitat restoration, water quality measures and Natural Flood Risk 
Management (NFRM). 
 
NYMNPA is a partner within a Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund to establish clusters of 
farms within the area that will work together to deliver environmental priorities. Ryevitalise will be 
able to work with and through this network as their top priorities match the scheme priorities. 
 
The scheme area has been carefully selected to represent those parts of the wider Rye Operational 
Catchment where the maximum environmental benefits can be gained. By working predominantly 
towards the top of the catchment to address issues such as Invasive Species and Sediment, the 
benefits will be realised more effectively downstream, including promoting the principles of 
‘Slowing the Flow’ to hold water back in the uplands and reduce flood risk and erosion problems.  
 
All public organisations must have due regard for the Water Framework Directive (WFD). Many 
work together with the charitable sector, land owners and through the Yorkshire Derwent 
Catchment Partnership to deliver ecology and water quality improvements. 
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The Ryevitalise scheme provides an opportunity for all partners within the catchment to maximise 
the benefits or collaborative working and delivering more ambitious outcomes for the natural 
environment. Working on a sub catchment scale will also bring benefits to water bodies and 
important habitats downstream, most notably the River Derwent Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI)/Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and the Lower Derwent Valley Special Protection Area 
(SPA). By delivering improvements in rural land use practices, soil and riparian management the 
project not only improves ecology and water quality, but also helps to manage the environment in 
a way which delivers important natural flood risk management benefits. This project would make 
important contributions towards the Water Framework Directive (WFD) for which relatively limited 
public money is available compared to the ambition of the scheme. The economic arguments and 
benefits to wider society from improved land management will help ensure that precious soil 
resources are better conserved enabling the county to better feed itself and support rural 
economies.  
 
The European Landscape Convention 
 

 

‘An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and 
interaction of natural and/or human factors.’ 
 

  Definition of landscape adopted by the European Landscape Convention                  
 

 

In 2006 the United Kingdom signed up to the European Landscape Convention (ELC). The ELC is 
the first international treaty specifically on landscape and requires “landscape to be integrated into 
regional and town planning policies and in cultural, environmental, agricultural, social and 
economic policies, as well as any policies with possible direct or indirect effects on the landscape”. 
 
England Biodiversity Strategy: Biodiversity 2020 – DEFRA 
 
This strategy builds on the Natural Environment White Paper and sets out a series of challenging 
commitments and a clear direction for conservation action. The strategy has the following mission 
for 2020: 
 

 

To halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish 
coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the benefit of 
wildlife and people.            

 

 
Three of the strategy’s outcomes are directly relevant to the delivery of the Ryevitalise Landscape 
Partnership scheme: 

• better wildlife habitats with 90% of priority habitats in favourable or recovering condition 
and securing 50% of SSSIs in favourable condition, while maintaining at least 95% in 
favourable or recovering condition 

• more, bigger and less fragmented areas for wildlife, with no net loss of priority habitat and 
an increase in the overall extent of priority habitats by at least 200,000 ha 

• by 2020, significantly more people will be engaged in biodiversity issues, aware of its value 
and taking positive action 

 

8 Point Plan for England’s National Parks, Defra, National Parks England, 
Natural England and the Environment Agency, March 2016 
 

• Point 7 is of direct relevance and seeks to enhance people’s involvement in the 
interpretation of the historic environment and natural beauty in National Parks and to tell 
the story of cultural landscapes in England’s National Parks  
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• Point 7 of the 8 point plan also seeks for National Parks to work with the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to achieve their objective of encouraging more fundable projects in the Natural 
Heritage sector. Delivery of Ryevitalise will directly deliver Government commitments 
made through the 8 Point Plan  

 

English National Parks and the Broads – UK Government Vision and 
Circular (DEFRA, 2010) 
 

The Circular sets out a series of key outcomes which are all relevant to Ryevitalise: 
 

• A renewed focus on achieving Park Purposes 
• Leading the way in adapting and mitigating climate change 
• A diverse and healthy natural environment, enhanced cultural heritage and inspiring 

lifelong behaviour change towards sustainable living and enjoyment of the countryside 
• Foster and maintain vibrant, healthy and productive living and working communities 
• Working in partnership to maximize the benefits delivered 
• Encouragement of a diverse and healthy natural environment and enhanced cultural 

heritage  
 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2018 
 

The NPPF is the main expression of Central Government’s planning policies and what it expects 
local planning authorities to include in their plans or consider when processing planning 
applications.  It states that the broad objective of planning is to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development of particular relevance are the following objectives:  
 

• The social objective for accessible local services and open spaces that reflect the 
community’s current and future needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being 

• The environmental objective of protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 
environment; and 

• helping to improve biodiversity and use natural resources prudently 
• The NPPF places ‘the highest status of protection’ in relation to the conservation and 

enhancement and landscape and scenic beauty within National Parks and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty  

• Policy in the NPPF will directly impact on the HLF bid area through the preparation of local 
planning policies and through careful decision making within the Ryevitalise areas to 
deliver these aims 
 

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment – UK 
Government 2018 
 
The 25 year plan is the Government’s ambition to improve the nation’s natural environment. It 
contains ambitions to achieve clean and plentiful water, to achieve a growing and resilient network 
of land, water and sea that is richer in plants and wildlife. 
 
Of particular relevance to the Ryevitalise themes are actions to: 
 

• Investigate how to roll out a Nature Recovery Network which will provide an additional 
500,000 hectares of wildlife habitat building on other plans for landscape-scale recovery for 
peatland, woodlands and natural flood management 

• Developing plans to reduce the risk from all high priority pathways for invasive non-native 
species introduction into England 

• Working with partners to raise awareness of invasive non-native species and the need for 
strong biosecurity 

• Working with National Park Authorities and AONB Partnerships and Conservation Boards to 
deliver environmental enhancement, including through demonstrator projects 
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Forest Design Plans 
 
Management of the nation’s forests must follow national policies and guidelines. The Forestry 
Commission manage the public forest estate sustainably, for people, wildlife and timber, and meet 
the UK Forestry Standard. The stewardship is certified under the UK Woodland Assurance Standard. 
A strategic plan for the public forest estate in England translates government policy into aims and 
objectives, guiding forest district strategies and the management plans for each forest or group of 
woodlands in a locality. These local, landscape scale plans are now known as Forest Design Plans. 
 
Forest Design plans provide a description of the woods as they are now, outline the main points 
considered when deciding what is best for the woods, describe how the forest will develop over 
time and give specific information about approved tree felling, replanting and regeneration over a 
ten year period. Forest Design Plans are reviewed at least every five years, this includes a 
consultation process where stakeholders are invited to comment on the proposals, make 
suggestions and feedback local knowledge. 
  
Forest Design Plans have been instrumental in: 
 

• determining sites which have a direct relationship with water courses within the Ryevitalise 
area; and 

• providing context to inform decisions and prioritise sites for Planting on Ancient Woodland 
Sites (PAWS) restoration under Ryevitalise woodland restoration project elements 
 

Natural England Natural Character Area Profiles 
 
National Character Areas are unique as they are the only documents that bring together and 
describe the landscape, historic and cultural environmental, natural environment and geological 
characteristics of a given area. There are 159 national character area profiles covering the whole of 
England, and these documents represent the most comprehensive description of their locality and 
provide local communities and others with an invaluable resource to help understand the forces 
that have shaped the landscape and ecology of an area. They also provide context and help to 
influence how schemes and projects can be shaped to best fit the local area. National character 
areas have been used to developing local thinking and approaches to agri-environment schemes, 
have been used to inform the development of neighbourhood plans, policies in local development 
plans, to provide supporting evidence in grant and project submissions and to help communities 
to think about their own landscapes and locations and make decisions based on sound evidence. 
Three national character areas fall partly within the Ryevitalise scheme area – The Vale of Pickering, 
The North York Moors & Cleveland Hills and The Howardian Hills. The Ryevitalise scheme is 
focussed on giving local communities the opportunity to help influence and improve the 
landscape, habitats and species associated with the river Rye, and the NCA profiles represent a 
valuable resource to help them understand how the river currently influences where they live and 
what impacts their decisions will have on the Rye and its surroundings. In turn the project will 
provide invaluable feedback to Natural England on the effectiveness of the NCAs in the process of 
helping communities come to decisions about their local environment and, in particular, how well 
multiple character area assessments gel together as part of this process. Natural England produced 
the NCA profiles for projects like Ryevitalise, and feedback on their effectiveness will help refine 
them and make them more useful for other partnerships in other areas in the future. 
 
Each profile includes ‘Statements of Environmental Opportunity’ (SEOs) as to how the landscape 
and environment of each area could be enhanced. Those of particular relevance to Ryevitalise 
include: 
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NCA 24 North York Moors and Cleveland Hills: 
 

• SEO 1: Protect and positively manage the large areas of open, expansive moorland for the 
internationally important habitats and species that they support, for the sense of wildness 
and strong character of the areas, for their ability to sequester carbon, and for the benefits 
that well managed moorland bring for water quality and flood control 

• SEO 3: Protect and improve access to and quiet enjoyment of the countryside, particularly 
in the North York Moors National Park, conserving the sense of tranquillity and relative 
remoteness, maintaining public access to the landscape, encouraging specialist forms of 
recreation appropriate to the area, conserving and providing interpretation of its history 
and numerous archaeological, biological and geological assets, and protecting the strong 
sense of place 

• SEO 4: Seek opportunities to restore lowland fens, reed beds, flood plain grazing marsh, 
flushes and riparian habitat to enhance biodiversity and contribute to regulating flood 
flows, enhancing water quality, aquifer recharge, carbon sequestration and storage, 
leading to benefits being experienced within the NCA and beyond 

• SEO 5: Positively manage woodlands, trees, wood pasture and historic parklands for their 
contribution to the characteristic landscapes of the area, their priority habitats and the 
species that they support, as well as their potential for carbon storage, regulation of peak 
flood flows and provision of renewable materials 

 
NCA 25 Howardian Hills: 
 

• SEO 1: Manage the wooded character of the NCA and its important historic parklands to 
optimise carbon storage, water quality and regulation of peak flow events, and to 
strengthen habitat networks, enhancing the sense of place and history 

• SEO 2: Support sustainable management of the agricultural landscape to retain important 
rates of food provision, while enhancing the network of semi-natural habitats within 
pastoral and arable landscapes, protecting the wildlife and water quality of the River 
Derwent, optimising carbon storage, soil quality and regulation of peak flow events, and 
strengthening the sense of place 

• SEO 3: Protect the geological and historic landscape features that are characteristic of the 
area, including its distinct landform, prehistoric earthworks, medieval monasteries, grand 
houses with designed parkland, and settlement pattern. Manage these features to provide 
diverse public benefits, enhancing the sense of place and history, and protecting natural 
resources 

• SEO 4: Promote enhanced access to and enjoyment of the Howardian Hills in ways that will 
maintain and enhance the AONB’s special qualities and character, and its tranquillity, and 
that will support the essential underpinning ecosystem services, the quality of soils and 
water, and carbon storage 
 

NCA 26 Vale of Pickering: 

• SEO 1: Enhance the network of wetland habitats in the Vale to provide public benefits in 
improved flood mitigation and improved water quality, and to reduce habitat 
fragmentation and increase the resilience of habitats and species to environmental change. 

• SEO 2: Protect and enhance the historic landscape and geodiversity of the Vale, promoting 
greater understanding of this to inform current and future decisions on how the landscape 
is used 

• SEO 3: Manage the agricultural landscape to enhance the sustainable future of farming, 
strengthen landscape character, protect soils and water, and enhance biodiversity through 
improved connectivity of semi-natural habitats, creating ecological networks that are 
resilient to environmental change 
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• SEO 4: Ensure that developments are successfully integrated into the landscape, making a 
contribution to biodiversity and habitat networks, and that they do not compromise the 
sense of tranquillity and openness of the rural landscape, or delivery of other important 
ecosystem services, including mitigating and adapting to climate change 

 
The North Yorkshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
 
The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy sets out the practical measures that North Yorkshire 
County Council and partners will deliver to help manage flood risk. The Strategy includes an action 
plan which includes several objectives of particular relevance to the Ryevitalise outputs: 
 

• A greater role for communities in managing flood risk, improved knowledge of 
watercourse networks and drainage infrastructure and flood risk management measures 
that deliver social, economic and environmental benefits  

• Relevant actions include creation of Catchment Plans providing a high level assessment of 
flood risk and potential risk management actions/measures for each catchment within the 
NYCC authority 

• Development of a programme of rollout of the Flood Risk Management Toolkit to 
communities across the authority area 

 
Derwent Catchment Flood Management Plan (Environment Agency, 
2010) 
 

Catchment Flood Management Plans, produced by the Environment Agency, aim to reduce the risk 
of flooding and harm to people, the natural, historic and built environment caused by floods, 
maximise opportunities to work with natural processes and to deliver multiple benefits from flood 
risk management, and make an effective contribution to sustainable development and promote 
sustainable flood risk management. 
 
Rye and Derwent sub-area is identified. There is a commitment to undertake a detailed study of the 
River Rye and River Derwent to fill the gaps in the understanding of how flood banks affect 
downstream risk and to produce a system asset management plan for the sub area to determine 
the most sustainable approach to managing assets. 

The Humber River Basin Management Plan, 2015 
 
Ryevitalise will help to deliver and address water quality and ecology issues identified within the 
Humber River Basin Management Plan (RBMP). River Basin Management Plans are statutory plans 
which set out how the Environment Agency and its partners will deliver the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD). They identify the current status of waters in England and Wales and propose a 
programme of actions, including water body status objectives, to protect and improve the aquatic 
environment.  

The Plan refers to elements of the Ryevitalise scheme as some of the key measures that will help 
address the multiple issues affecting the Derwent catchment including, but not limited to, rural 
diffuse pollution and barriers to fish migration that are currently preventing 31 of the 36 surface 
water bodies within the Rye Operational Catchment from achieving their objective of Good 
Ecological Status under the Plan (source: Catchment Data Explorer). Of the 36 rivers, 25 are 
categorised as natural, the remaining 11 being heavily modified.  
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The River Seph near Chop Gate currently has poor ecological status 

Without the scheme many of the water bodies within the Rye Operational catchment and the 
smaller Ryevitalise project area would not necessarily see any noticeable improvement, and 
certainly not on a scale that would deliver significant improvements or changes within their 
Ecological Status. Many of the failures of waterbodies downstream can be, at least partly, 
attributed to pressures originating from the Rye, such as sediment damaging the condition of the 
River Derwent Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Special Area of Conservation. Improvements in 
the condition of the Rye will also have knock on benefits for issues downstream. 
 
The plan includes: 
 

• A possible future aim of extending the principles of the Slowing the Flow Project across the 
Upper Derwent and Rye operational catchments to reduce flood risk, address sediment 
issues and create wet woodland 

• Directly supports the theme of water level management, citizen science projects and 
modelling and monitoring elements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4: Ecological Classification for Surface Waters | 2016 Cycle 2 (Derwent 
Catchment) 
 

 Ecological Status or Potential Chemical Status 
Number 

of 
Water 
Bodies  

Bad Poor Moderate Good High Fail Good 

36 0 6 25 5 0 0 36 
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Figure 5: Reasons for Deterioration in this Operational Catchment 
 
The table below shows the number of reasons for not achieving good status (RNAGS) split by 
sector for the 36 water bodies. 
 

Sector RNAG 
Agriculture and Rural Land Management 59 
Domestic General Public 4 
Industry 5 
Local and Central Government 13 
Mining and Quarrying 2 
No Sector Responsible  20 
Other 4 
Recreation 2 
Urban and Transport 8 
Water Industry 28 

Grand Total 145 
 

The North York Moors National Park Management Plan 2016 
 

The Management Plan is the strategic framework for the future of the National Park. It sets out an 
agreed and co-ordinated strategy to deliver the ambitions and direct the work and activities of 
communities, businesses, visitors and organisations with an interest in the long term future of the 
National Park.  
 
Review of the plan every five years is a statutory requirement under the 1949 National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act. It includes a long term vision for the National Park, a suite of 
policies, and targets and indicators to measure progress.  
 
There is a high degree of synergy between the Management Plan and proposed Ryevitalise 
outcomes:  
 

• It directly influences the work of those organisations within the National Park and working 
within the Ryevitalise area it is already driving the delivery of many of the outcomes 
envisaged by the more area based focus of the Ryevitalise project 

• Management Plan policies and outcomes that will help deliver Ryevitalise objectives are 
numerous and hence cannot be summarised succinctly, however the following policies 
directly contribute to and support the proposed Ryevitalise outcomes. For example: 

• Policy E8 (understanding archaeological heritage) supports Project RP01 Rediscovering the 
Rye  

• Policy E11 (conservation of habitats) supports the Water Quality and Environment  
WQE01-7 projects 

• Policies E13 (riparian habits) and E43 (protection of watercourses) support project WQE01 
and WQEO2  

• Policy E16 (Awareness and knowledge) supports the Reconnecting People theme 
• Policy E18 (invasive species) supports WQE06  
• Policies U2, UE 4, UE7 and UE8 (rights of way, provision of information and reconnecting 

with nature and local access) support Projects RP04 and RP05  
• Finally, Policies C4 & C5 (local heritage and customs and interpretation of the landscape 

and cultural heritage) support the Reconnecting People projects 
 

The North York Moors National Park Business Plan 2017-20 
 
The Business Plan sets out how the National Park Authority will allocate its resources and generate 
income to achieve its objectives over the next four years.  
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The plan sets out the following strategic objectives relevant to Ryevitalise:  
 

• Establish effective wildlife corridors in the National Park  
• Increase the profile of the North York Moors to achieve the Second Purpose and support 

the local economy 
• Inspire young people to understand and experience the North York Moors and be actively 

involved in its future 
• The Business Plan co-ordinates how resources will be deployed to deliver policies in the 

Management Plan. Its influence on the Landscape Partnership area is described above 
under the Management Plan  

 

The Yorkshire Derwent Catchment Partnership Catchment Management 
Plan 
 

There is a high level of synergy between the YDCPs vision and aims and that of Ryevitalise, with the 
YDCP addressing broader issues at Catchment level. The Partnership has developed a vision for the 
Yorkshire Derwent, which will be delivered though five key aims. The headlines for each aim 
strongly relate to the delivery aims of Ryevitalise which are detailed below. 
 
Vision 
 

The Yorkshire Derwent will be a thriving river within a catchment abundant in wildlife, providing a 
better quality environment for people to visit, live and work in. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 

• Ensure a resilient catchment through community engagement and promoting integrated, 
sustainable land management which benefits the rural economy 

• Improve water level management, reducing flood risk and preserving water resources 
• Secure better soil conservation and water quality 
• Create extensive habitat connectivity and species resilience 
• Ensure good partnership governance and develop a robust evidence base 

 
 

Howardian Hills AONB Management Plan 
 
The Management Plan provides a framework for partnership by helping all those who have an 
interest and involvement in the AONB to see ways in which their decisions can contribute to 
looking after the area. Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act places a ‘duty of care’ 
on relevant bodies which include Local Authorities by stating that ‘in exercising or performing any 
function in relation to, or so as to affect land in an area of outstanding natural beauty, a relevant 
authority shall have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the 
AONB’. 
 
The AONB stretches from Coxwold to Howsham, covering the high ground between the Vales of 
Pickering and York. It links the North York Moors to the Yorkshire Wolds and is a distinctive 
landscape of wooded hills and valleys. AONB landscapes are of national importance and of equal 
quality to National Parks. The Howardian Hills AONB covers 79 square miles (204 square kilometres) 
and has a population of c.9,200 people within the designated area and the villages just outside its 
boundary. 
 
A Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) was set up in 1992. The JAC prepared its first Management Plan 
for the AONB in 1998. Following the passing of the Countryside & Rights of Way Act in 2000 it has 
prepared a further three Statutory Management Plans (2004-09, 2009-14, 2014-19) and is currently 
preparing the 2019-24 Plan. The Plan sets out a series of guidelines covering landscape, natural 
environment, historic environment, local communities, local economy and recreation. 
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The JAC has always placed a high emphasis on assisting land managers with managing their land 
to benefit the landscape, biodiversity value and historical features of the AONB. AONB Unit staff 
provide advice and assistance to help land managers enter national agri-environment schemes, as 
well as administering a small capital grants fund that assists projects directly. 
 
Before the establishment of the AONB Unit in 2002, North Yorkshire County Council allocated its 
Countryside Officer to work primarily within the AONB. From 1998 onwards he concentrated on 
preparing applications for the (first) Countryside Stewardship scheme, with these ‘early adopters’ 
primarily focussing on hedgerow restoration and the establishment of tussocky grass margins. By 
the early 2000s many more AONB farmers had been encouraged to enter Countryside Stewardship 
and scheme Agreements covered over 50% of the AONB area. These Agreements saw a significant 
increase in hedgerow planting, resulting in a very noticeable ‘re-construction’ of the AONB 
landscape framework. They also established the network of tussocky grass margins that largely 
persists to this day. 
 
The change from the first Countryside Stewardship scheme to the Entry Level and Higher Level 
options of Environmental Stewardship resulted in an increase in Agreement coverage to over 70% 
of the AONB area. Many of the Agreements however were ELS Agreements and the amount/’value’ 
of the work generally declined. Existing and newly planted hedges were maintained, and the 
coverage of tussocky grass margins increased, but the rate of new hedge planting slowed 
considerably and tussocky grass margins were increasingly viewed as offering limited benefits. 
 
The Howardian Hills AONB Monument Management Scheme (MMS)  
 
Funded by Historic England and with technical assistance provided by the North York Moors 
National Park the aim, over a four year period, is to reduce the risk status of the monuments in the 
AONB.  
 
Following the initial round of surveys completed by volunteers detailed follow-up surveys have 
been carried out on 2 Scheduled Monuments and management plans prepared for 7 more. 
Bracken control programmes are on-going on 23 Scheduled Monuments, although this was 
hampered in 2017 by wet weather during the autumn spraying season. Brambles and scrub have 
been cleared on 27 Monuments, either by contractors or our AONB Volunteers. In total, 
management work has been started on 38 Scheduled Monuments and these are now starting to 
show real improvements in condition. 
 
At the end of the four years a follow-up survey of the monuments will be carried out by the 
volunteers to assess the full impact of the work. 
 
English Heritage Strategy and Conservation Plans 
 
The English Heritage Trust cares for the National Heritage Collection of over 400 of England's 
historic buildings, monuments and sites spanning more than 5,000 years of history. The 
organisation has four major priorities in managing the National Collection and these are 
Inspiration, Conservation, Involvement and Financial Sustainability. 
 
All English Heritage properties are managed in line with individual Statements of Significance 
which detail the historic, cultural and aesthetic importance of a site in order to ensure that the 
historic fabric is maintained to a good standard. Each site is inspected daily by Historic Property 
Stewards and at regular intervals by Building Conservation Managers. English Heritage Historic 
Building Surveyors carry out quinquennial condition surveys. Work is carried out in line with a 
Properties Works Protocol agreed with Historic England. 
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The management of Rievaulx Abbey is informed by the 2001 Conservation Plan which looks not 
only at the abbey ruins, but also the site’s context within the surrounding landscape. In 2016 the 
new visitor centre, museum exhibition and interpretation scheme was revealed to visitors. Current 
conservation challenges include the protection of medieval floor tiles in the nave and the 
conservation of the fragile clay tile tannery vats. A wildlife Audit (2008) exists for the site, but 
ecological surveys are carried out in advance of new work. Rievaulx Abbey is referenced  in the 
National Trust’s Conservation plan for Rievaulx Terrace. 
 
The management of Helmsley Castle is informed by a 2008 Statement of Significance and  
2002 Conservation Statement. As with Rievaulx Abbey, Helmsley Castle has a 2008 Wildlife Audit, 
but ecological surveys are carried out in advance of any new work. 
 
The monument came into guardianship in 1923 and is presented as a consolidated ruin, with 
some elements maintained as roofed and floored structures displayed primarily for their 
architectural interest. The castle passed from the Ministry of Works into the care of English Heritage 
in 1984 and a new visitor centre was built on the site in 2004.  

The management of Byland Abbey is informed by a Conservation Statement produced in 2002. 
Byland abbey is of considerable significance in that it is a first-rate example of a planned Cistercian 
monastery, the construction of the majority of which is confined to a short time period. The abbey 
ruins sit within a wider monastic landscape which is notable for its evidence of sophisticated water 
management. At Byland English Heritage is currently carrying out a phased conservation project, 
which is actively addressing masonry repairs to the west end of the monastic church. 
 
Beadlam Roman Villa is situated on the southern side of the A170 some 2.2 km east of the town of 
Helmsley. Its importance lies in the fact that it is the only visible Roman villa north of the Humber. 
This being said, due to the sites actual location (in the middle of a field next to a busy A road) it is 
not currently open to the public. The management of the site is therefore limited to maintaining 
the grass surrounding the low walls and periodic repairs to the masonry. 
 
The Ryevitalised scheme provides several opportunities for these sites within the National Heritage 
Collections including: 
 

• increasing biodiversity at Helmsley Castle where the limestone landscape provides 
opportunities for increased public engagement 

• interpretation of the wider Rievaulx landscape, beyond the English Heritage site 
boundaries to enable understanding of the landscape context 

• enhancement of the Cleveland Way National Trail between Helmsley and Rievaulx could 
help to decrease the number of cars entering the Rievaulx valley, which could contribute to 
sustainability alongside health and well-being benefits 

• opportunities to showcase the wider Rye Valley to visitors from all over the world viewing 
the Rievaulx Abbey temporary exhibition space 

• opportunities to create access to the currently inaccessible remains of Beadlam Roman 
Villa, through one-off events 

• support the English Heritage Strategic Plan to build mutually-rewarding relationships with 
new and current partner organisations  

• The Landscape Partnership Scheme will provide an excellent opportunity to enhance and 
better understand the landscapes surrounding these English Heritage properties and 
develop stronger links with local communities and volunteers  
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Core Strategy and Development Policies Document 2008 
 
The 'Core Strategy and Development Policies' document is currently the main planning policy 
document for the Ryevitalise area within the National Park. It sets out the policies which guide 
where new development will take place in the National Park and which are used to determine 
planning applications. The Core Strategy and Development Policies document was adopted in 
November 2008 following an examination by an Inspector. It is due to be replaced by a new Local 
Plan in early 2020. 
 
Two policies are having a particular impact on activity within the Ryevitalise catchment. Core Policy 
C on Natural Environment, Biodiversity and Geodiversity requires that all developments, projects 
and activities will be expected to maximise opportunities for enhancement of ecological and 
geological assets and that proposals mitigate against any necessary impacts through appropriate 
habitat creation, restoration or enhancement. Core Policy D (Climate Change) contains a carbon 
offsetting policy which requires that at least 10%of predicated CO2 emissions are removed 
through the onsite generation of energy in larger developments.  
 

• The Core Strategy and Development Policies document contains 13 spatial objectives 
which are then developed into policies, of which the first two (Conserve and enhance the 
natural environment and the biological and geological diversity of the Park and ‘preserve 
and enhance historic assets’) are most relevant to HLF outcomes 

• Implementation of the plan is through decision making on planning applications in pursuit 
of the National Park Statutory purpose and duty. Its main contribution to Ryevitalise 
outcomes will be through implanting policies of restraint on new development and careful 
management of the location, form and impact of new development 

• A new local plan is in preparation. As part of its production an up to date Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment (North Yorkshire County Council, 2017) has been prepared which includes 
maps showing the probability of flooding throughout the National Park 

 
Of note, Core Strategy policies have led to a comprehensive package of compensation and 
mitigation activity related to the development of the Woodsmith Polyhalite Mine which is being 
constructed near Whitby. These are contained in the Section 106 (S106) legal agreement attached 
to the planning permission (see Section Below). 
 
The Woodsmith Mine Section 106 Compensation and Mitigation Plan 
2017-20 
 
The Compensation and Mitigation Action Plan outlines how the Section 106 contributions arising 
from the Woodsmith Mine development will be deployed to ensure that the detailed terms of the 
s106 agreement are delivered effectively and efficiently. It is set within the context of the National 
Park Management Plan and the 2017-2020 Business Plan and is directed by the purpose of the s106 
agreement and that is to compensate and mitigate for many of the residual adverse impacts of the 
mine development on the National Park. 
 
Contributions towards discrete projects in the Rye catchment such as invasive species 
management, PAWS and access enhancements delivers against objectives of the landscape and 
ecology contribution of the s106 agreement. These activities directly deliver compensatory habitat 
enhancements, visual impact mitigation and access improvements in the North York Moors 
National Park as required by the s106 agreement.  
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Scarlet pimpernel 

Other complementary activities are also taking place such as woodland creation for carbon 
offsetting under the Core Policy D contribution which, this year will see over 15ha of new 
deciduous woodland and wood pasture being planted in Bilsdale. This planting will includes 
elements of riparian woodland planting and integrates riparian gill woodland with other woodland 
fragments within the catchment. Contributions are also being used to prepare of a dark skies audit 
and management plan. 
 
The Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund 
 
The Countryside Stewardship (CS) Facilitation Fund supports people and organisations that bring 
farmers, foresters, and other land managers together to improve the local natural environment at a 
landscape scale. This landscape scale approach can cover land under existing agri-environment 
and forestry/woodland agreements, common land and land not currently covered by a scheme. It 
builds on the principles of partnership working to deliver environmental benefits, as demonstrated 
by various initiatives, including farm clusters and the farmer-led Nature Improvement Area.  

 
The Derwent Dales Farmer Group began in 
November 2016 through the Countryside 
Stewardship Facilitation Fund. It began with 
36 farmer members and now have over 60, 
with the western side of our group 
overlapping with the Ryevitalise project area. 
The group started as a training group with 
several events planned annually over 4 years. 
Many training events have taken place, from 
soil and water management aimed to 
improve water quality, through to habitat 
management and creation, with more 
planned. A demonstration site to look at 
grassland establishment with different seed 
mixes for improved yield, drought tolerance 
and especially to improve pollinator foraging 
habitat will shortly be established. The farm is 
within the Ryevitalise project area and the 
farmer member is also engaged in 
Ryevitalise. 

 
The Rare Arable Flora Facilitation Fund supports a group of farmers who are working together to 
raise awareness of wildlife arable plants and seek to establish them more widely across North 
Yorkshire, including workshops, farm walks, identification training and advice sessions for farmers, 
landowners and anyone with an interest in plants and wildlife.  
 
The Helmsley Local Plan 
 
The Helmsley Local Plan jointly produced with Ryedale District Council sets out policies for the area 
of Helmsley that falls within the National Park boundary (the remainder is within Ryedale District). 
It includes housing, employment and open space allocations as well as policies on retail, design, 
renewable energy, green infrastructure and developer contributions. 
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The Plan also includes town – specific policies on protecting important open views and spaces, 
design and on green infrastructure. Based on the Yorkshire and Humber Green Infrastructure 
Mapping Project which set out a range of district, sub-regional and regional Green Corridors it 
identified that Helmsley has a rich variety of contiguous and overlapping green infrastructure areas 
including: 
 

• the River Rye (Sub-Regional Corridor) 
• North York Moors Green Infrastructure Area 
• Howardian Hills Green Infrastructure Area 
• the District Corridor of the Cleveland way (Cleveland and Hambleton Hills)  

 
It identifies specific features that contribute to these networks in Helmsley. These include: 
 

• the corridors of Borough and Spital Becks 
• the former railway line,  
• the playing fields 
• Duncombe Park National Nature Reserve 
• Helmsley Castle and the adjoining Walled Gardens 

 

Ryedale Biodiversity Action Plan 2007 
 
The plan describes the wildlife of the area, identifies species and habitats which have particular 
significance and outlines objectives, targets and actions to protect and enhance these. Many 
habitats highlighted in the plan are notable in the Partnership area, including:  Wet Woodland, 
Wood pasture/Parkland/Veteran trees, species rich hedgerows, Neutral Grassland, Wetlands, 
Mesotrophic lakes arable field margins and Wildlife Rich Ponds. 
 
Connecting for Nature  
 
Connecting for nature is an initiative taking up the baton for biodiversity action after the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP) in adjacent parts of North Yorkshire came to an end. Discussions 
between officers at Scarborough Borough Council, Ryedale District Council and the Howardian 
Hills AONB resulted in a Connecting for Nature Summit (held at Pickering in 2013) where a series of 
workshops were held to discuss the challenges and possibilities.  
A key theme cropping up time and again in workshops and discussions was the need to better 
connect people who could make positive changes for nature around them. For example: 
 

• Connecting local people with community and volunteer groups 
• Connecting local decision makers such as Parish Councillors with ‘experts’ either amateur 

or professional who could advise them 
• Connecting landowners with knowledgeable interest groups or surveyors who could help 

them assess the habitats they play host to 
• Connecting farmers and site managers with specialists, e.g. graziers, contractors or 

educational groups seeking to visit 
• Connecting county and district decision-makers with ‘eyes on the ground’ who are ‘experts 

in their local patch’ 
• Connecting casual enthusiasts, walkers, site-users with organised recording schemes to 

ensure biodiversity is correctly reflected in Local Planning decisions 
  



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      73 

 
Rievaulx Abbey in the Ryedale landscape viewed 
from Rievaulx Terrace 

Activities undertaken to date include hedge laying training for volunteers and local contractors in 
the Howardian Hills and a social media workshop hosted by Ryedale District Council for Nature 
Tourism businesses and local wildlife groups.  
 
Ryedale DC and Scarborough BC still use the original versions of the LBAPs for planning 
applications. The Connecting for Nature work is very much for communication, keeping in touch 
and trying to move forward with on the ground work across the boundaries of the previous LBAPS. 
 
Ryedale Plan –  Local Plan Strategy 2013 
 
The purpose is to encourage new development and to manage future growth whilst ensuring that 
change across the district is based on a presumption in favour of sustainable development. The 
plan will also protect those things that are important in this area and valued by local people 
including outstanding landscapes and rich cultural heritage. Local plan policies relevant to 
Ryevitalise are: SP12 Heritage, SP13 Landscapes, SP14 Biodiversity, SP Green infrastructure 
networks. 
 
Rievaulx Terrace Conservation Management Plan 
 

Rievaulx Terrace is a unique combination: an 
outstanding example of an 18th century designed 
landscape; a stunning viewpoint with dramatic views 
over Rievaulx Abbey and Ryedale; and a nationally 
important ecological site. The vision, for both the short 
and long term, is to conserve and where appropriate 
enhance through restoration the elements of heritage 
significance that have been identified within the 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP), working in 
partnership with adjacent landowners and agencies 
including English Heritage, Historic England, Natural 
England and North York Moors National Park. This will 

ensure continued authenticity of the designed landscape, vistas and cohesive elements, enabling 
the modern day visitor to interpret and better understand the ambition and achievement of the 
Duncombe family in creating this special place. 
 
Community First Yorkshire  
 
Community First Yorkshire is a Rural Community Council, an independent charity working to help 
rural communities achieve a thriving and sustainable future, providing support for rural 
communities across north, west and south Yorkshire.  
 
In North Yorkshire they also deliver representations, support and advice for the wider voluntary 
and community sectors, representing the views of rural communities and the Voluntary 
Community Strategy (VCS) to policy makers and funders both locally and nationally. They also offer 
hands on support to help groups strengthen and take forward their own work, including 
supporting peer support networks for community buildings committees, including through a 
dedicated Community Buildings Adviser. They offer advice and guidance and training to voluntary 
and community groups on funding, governance, volunteers, marketing, and business planning, 
provided through a team of 13 on the Community Support and Volunteering service funded by 
North Yorkshire County Council, NHS North Yorkshire and Ryedale District  Council.  
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The River Rye to the west of Hawnby 

DEFRA have supported the development of grass roots intelligence on rural issues, such as the roll 
out of superfast broadband, affordable warmth, the rural economy, transport and affordable 
housing. DEFRA work also supports community- led planning and rural community engagement 
activities. Community First Yorkshire also manages a number of projects across the County, for 
example, Ex-Forces Support North Yorkshire offering wellbeing and social support to veterans over 
the age of 65. 
 
Community Grants 
 
The North York Moors National Park Authority has operated a Community Grant throughout the 
National Park over the last six years. The grant offered funding for community groups towards 
small scale projects that delivered community facility improvements, provided environmental 
benefits or conserved an element of cultural heritage.  
 
Ryedale District Council continue to have a Community Grant open to any Ryedale community 
based organisation or group for projects that make a positive impact on community owned or 
managed facilities and activities in Ryedale. 
 
The Council currently operates three grant schemes to support communities to achieve 
sustainable growth and to identify solutions and improvements to meet local needs:  
 

• Community Grants - open to any Ryedale community based organisation or group, for 
projects that make a positive impact on community owned or managed facilities and 
activities in Ryedale  

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 



Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership

Statement of 
Significance
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The view to the North West across Nunnington and the Vale of Pickering to the North York Moors beyond 

3. Statement of Significance  
 

3.1 Introduction 
 
This Statement of Significance outlines the significance, strengths and values of the area identified 
which have informed the development of the delivery programme. There is a fascinating story to 
be told about how the landscape has evolved, and what the landscape means to people today.  
The Rye’s wildlife is still rich and varied but it has declined, as water quality and habitats 
deteriorated here as in other parts of the UK, making past abundance a collective memory. But the 
surviving remnants can still be secured and the decline reversed. Thus the aim is to revitalise the 
Rye’s heritage, allowing people to engage in rediscovering their landscape, generating greater 
understanding of the significance of the river and landscape assets, and in turn developing a 
greater sense of ownership and connection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.2 Landscape Significance 
 
Ryevitalise focuses on the western River Rye catchment area and a small pan handle of land  which 
brings in Lake Gormire and Butterdale, spring fed bodies of water not directly connected with a 
river network.. The wealth of natural and cultural heritage contained in the landscape is intrinsically 
linked with the presence of water – the watercourses are the vital arteries providing a constant 
throughout the landscape, as well as a distinct sense of place.  
 
There are many designated heritage sites within the area. The designations recognise national and 
European importance and provide some level of protection. The focus of Ryevitalise is to 
investigate, recognise and share the local and regional value of the numerous sites and features 
without designations, which aren’t legally protected and so rely on people’s appreciation to be 
valued. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The upper and mid Rye takes a circuitous route from the edge of the Cleveland Hills in the north 
sloping gently southwards from the North York Moors through the Tabular and Hambleton Hills 
and into the Vale of Pickering. 

 

‘If I were to select a single one-inch ordnance map … as the one which would reveal the richest 
variety of scenery, I should be tempted to choose Sheet 22 … Helmsley with its castle and famous 
square stands right in the middle of the map’. 

Alfred J Brown, Broad Acres, 1948 
 



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      76 

 

 Milky Way and Perseid Meteor shower at Sutton Bank 
12 Aug 2015 (C) Russ Norman Photography 

Front piece map from No. 7  
The Rye and the Riccall by  
Tom Bradley, Yorkshire Rivers 

 
The Ryevitalise area includes two national landscape designations. 
63% of the area is within the North York Moors National Park, and 
another 23% is within the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. The remaining 15% has no landscape designation, 
with Ryevitalise providing an opportunity to encompass this 
important part of the river catchment landscape which might be 
considered more at risk to detrimental change because of the lack of 
designation. The diversity of the landscape is outstanding; the river 
curves through lofty moorland, wooded hillsides, hog-back nabs, 
defile valleys and the fertile flood plain. Within the landscape, the 
river network is relatively unmodified, except at specific sites where 
man has affected its course to meet particular needs. Generally 
modification such as artificial blockages and modern straightening 
are considered detrimental due to the negative effects on the water 
habitat as well as the landscape, however other man-made 
modifications such as mill races, water races, and moats are valued 
because of their historic significance.  Man-made modifications can 
interrupt and exacerbate natural river morphology, resulting in 
more sediment and instability. 
 
The mid-Rye section is one of the few stretches of actively migrating 
river remaining in lowland eastern-England, due to natural 
morphology. Changes in the course of river channels can be seen 
where historic parish boundaries and rights of way indicate a river 
channel pattern that is no longer followed by the river. There are 
also a number of features created by the morphology particularly in 
the south of the area, where the soils are more malleable. One 
specific example is the oxbow ponds at Sproxton (SINC site), where 
the meandering river channel has eroded through the riverbanks 
weakest point creating a straighter channel and leaving the 
meander curves as ponds. The shallow and silty ponds near 
Sproxton are a Local Wildlife Site, also known as Sites of Importance 
for Nature Conservation (SINC) because of their wealth of 
vegetation, invertebrates and amphibians specific to this type of 
feature. 
 

While there has been limited new development in 
the Ryevitalise area, intrusion from road traffic has 
inevitably increased here as elsewhere. This has 
resulted in a detrimental impact on the skyscape 
and the extent of dark skies. However there are still 
parts of the area, both upland and lowland, away 
from main roads and settlements where the light 
pollution levels are low and panoramic views of the 
stars are possible. One such site is Rievaulx Terrace 
which is promoted as a Stargazing Site. Dark skies 
are an aspect of the tranquility of the area which 
has been and still is so much part of its character. 
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Roadside limekiln near Blow Gill to the north of 
Hawnby 

3.3 Geology and Landform Significance 
 
The soil geology of the area has a direct impact on the resulting habitats, and also on the water 
quality of the river network. The main instigator for the geology of the area is the actions of water 
over the last 200 million years, with sedimentary rocks formed by despots in water. Sandstone 
formed in the Middle Jurassic period from accumulations in river channels and deltas at the edge 
of the Jurassic ocean, and this hard sandstone makes up most of the upland area, with occasional 
outcrops (‘ boulders’) and waterfall features in the far north.  
 
Over time, fluvial action cut into the uplands forming V-shaped gills and U-shaped dales, cutting 
down to older lower lias mudstones and sandstones from the bottom of the sea now in the bottom 
of the dales. By the Upper Jurassic period, sea levels had risen depositing the Corallian limestone, 
grits and clay which makes up the Tabular Hills and the curving edge of the Howardian Hills. 
Limestone is softer than sandstone and erodes quicker as it is more prone to weathering because 
of reacting more to the acid in rainwater. There are limestone faults along the margins of the 
Tabular Hills such as swallow holes (due to water erosion) and the windy pits (due to vertical joint 
slippage in the rock). Swallow holes can cause temporary stops of flow in drought conditions. 
Swallow holes at Duncombe Park have contributed to a number of drought incidents over the last 
few years which have devastating effects on aquatic life. Another feature of the limestone is windy 
pits. During the Tertiary period (after the Jurassic), cambering occurred in the Helmsley area as the 
surface layers tipped gently southwards, resulting in a number of vertical rock fissures. This 
collection of features are known as the Ryedale Windy Pits and are significant for both natural and 
cultural heritage. This is because the windy pits are nationally important swarming and roosting 
sites for bats and four of them are known to have significant archaeological deposits with signs of 
human activity and human remains recovered from some of the windy pits which are close to 
Helmsley. 
 
To the east of the Howardian Hills, the Vale of Pickering is also Corallian limestone, but a giant post 
glacial lake is responsible for the land now being such a level flood plain, with glacial drift deposits 
enriching the soil. There remain two much smaller lakes, Gormire and Butterdale, on the western 
edge of the area which were also formed at the end of the last Ice Age. This occurred when layers 
of mud blocked up previous drainage channels and formed a glacial lake, now in two parts.  
 
Historically where the soils are acidic, on the higher 
ground, there were a number of lime kilns built, now 
lost or ruined, which were used to make lime to 
improve the soil for farming by increasing the 
alkalinity, and also in mortar for local buildings. The 
sedimentary rock soils as well as the fragile shallow 
peaty soils are subject to natural erosion.  However 
land management and the impacts of invasive non-
native plant species exacerbate this erosion and the 
resulting sediment and silt ends up as deposition on 
the river bed suffocating gravels, and also suspended 
in the water reducing its quality. Fish, such as brown 
trout and atlantic salmon, need clean gravels to deposit their eggs on and need cold and clean 
water flowing by with lots of oxygen so that the eggs can hatch. 
 
The area’s land-use and cover varies greatly, with mixed farmland, woodland and parkland; the 
resulting mosaic is a significant and valued element of the landscape. This land use has existed 
over centuries, with only the percentages changing. Currently around 60% is categorised as 
farmland, with agricultural practices having a major influence on the functionality and appearance 
of the landscape.  
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    Veteran tree in the parkland of Duncombe Park 

 Entrance to a Windy Pit  

Birch Wood, Bilsdale 

3.4 Natural Heritage significance 
 
There are 18 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in or partly in the Ryevitalise area. Three of 
these are Geological SSSIs valued for physical outcrops, Jurassic flora and fauna and importance to 
paleogeography and stratigraphy. The Howardian Hills is the only area of Jurassic limestone 
landscape in the north of England to be designated as an AONB. It contains two of the geological 
SSSIs, one located at the working Wath Quarry and the other at the disused Nunnington cutting 
and quarries. Quarries provide a great opportunity to see sections through the rock stratas, 
providing a snapshot in time. 

There are another two SSSIs with both geological and 
biological interest; both of these are sites of windy pits. They 
are important as geological features, also provide nationally 
significant roosts for bats, both swarming and hibernating. 
The isolation of these roosts means the bat species that 
gather probably come from a wide area.  
 
The majority of the SSSIs are designated for nationally 
important habitats and associated plants, fungi and 
invertebrates. Two specific species of butterfly are mentioned 
– Duke of Burgundy and Dark Green Fritillary. In most cases 
there is a mix of habitats, the main ones being ancient and 
broadleaved woodland, wood pasture, wet woodland, mire, 

fen, wet grassland, flushes, acid/neutral/calcareous unimproved grassland, and moorland. 
Duncombe Park SSSI citation specifically mentions the shale/shingle found along the River Rye and 
its importance for invertebrates.  
 
For a number of these SSSIs it is the mix of habitats and soils, and the transition slopes down 
towards the river that makes the SSSI important: the ‘variety of habitats, coupled with an 
exceptional range of altitude and soil conditions {calcareous and acid} combine to make this one of 
the richest sties on the Jurassic in Britain’ Ashberry and Reins Wood SSSI citation. 

 
It is interesting to note that a number of the SSSI quality habitats are 
the result of historic/current land management, for instance, hay 
meadow, wood pasture, coppiced woodland and moorland. Rievaulx 
Woods SSSI citation includes fen vegetation associated with Rievaulx 
Canal (historic environment feature).  
 
Ashberry and Park Reins Wood SSSI is partly a Nature Reserve owned 
and managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, Garbutt Wood SSSI, 
which joins onto Gormire Wood, is owned by the Forestry 
Commission and managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. The Trust 
also owns and manages Birch Wood in Bilsdale, which is an 
important ancient woodland with a number of veteran trees. 

 
The majority of Duncombe Park SSSI, c. 103ha, is also a 
designated National Nature Reserve because of the veteran 
trees and parkland, and the associated wildlife. It is 
considered the most important parkland in the north of 
England for dead-wood insects.1 Duncombe Park and the 
neighbouring Castle Hill Deer Park and Windy Pits SSSI 
contain a considerable number of veteran trees, which are an 
important feature of the Ryevitalise area.  

                                                
1 Historic England’s Park and Garden Citation for Duncombe Park 
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Veteran tree in the parkland of Duncombe Park 

 
Veteran tree in Duncombe Park 

 
Ancient semi-natural woodland  

 Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) 

The term is used to describe trees which are significant for their species because of their age, and 
resulting size. These special trees are of ‘exceptional value biologically, aesthetically or culturally’2. 
Such trees often include quantities of dead and dying wood and increasing age means the habitat 
value increases too, even when dead wood falls from the trees as it still continues to provide 
habitat. Veteran trees can host a number of specialist invertebrates, fungi and lichens as well as 
providing roosts for bat populations.  

 
The main parklands at Duncombe Park and Gilling are 
historic deer parks dating back to the medieval period, 
when deer were managed and hunted within large 
areas of grassland and woodland surrounded by pales 
and ditches. They are forerunners to the later designed 
landscapes, managing nature for the pleasure of 
landowners and their guests. The veteran trees are the 
remnants of these important historic environment 
features.  
 

There are also veteran trees beyond parklands, either single field trees 
prominent in the landscape, or in significant groups within surviving 
ancient woodland sites. Within the Ryevitalise landscape, most veterans 
are oaks beech, birch, hawthorn or ash. These trees have no particular 
protection through designation. Careful management can prolong the life 
of veteran trees, but neither veteran trees nor ancient woodland can be 
replaced once lost. Recent changes to the National Planning Policy  
Framework recognise the importance and vulnerability of Ancient 
Woodland, Wood Pastures and Veteran Trees. There is in the region of. 
2,662ha of ancient broadleaved woodland within the Ryevitalise area, 
according to Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory. The sites 
included have probably been wooded for at least 400 years and so are 
particularly valuable for ground flora and undisturbed soils, as well as for 
cultural and historical value and landscape impact.  
 
However, only in the region of 760ha is now considered Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, which 
makes this asset even more important to the area. It should be noted that the Inventory only 
includes woodlands over 2 hectares in size – there are also a number of wooded gills and griffs in 
the north where small sikes and becks come down off the moorland, which is also semi natural 
woodland. These small ancient woodlands are very distinctive, standing out in the landscape of the 
moorlands which is largely treeless. 

 
The rest of the woodland on the Ancient Woodland 
Inventory (71%) is currently classed as Plantation on Ancient 
Woodland Sites (PAWS). This is the largest concentration of 
such sites in the 
north of England.   
On these sites, the 
vulnerable ancient 
woodland habitat is 
being worn away 

by the introduction 
of conifers and plantation management, resulting 
ultimately in the permanent loss of features associated 
with broadleaves.  
 

                                                
2 Duncombe Park National Nature Reserve Leaflet 2013, Natural England 
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 Coniferous plantation in the AONB 

 
The River Rye is designated as a SINC between 
Helmsley and Ness 

 
This is therefore a very significant loss of irreplaceable natural capital and a major priority for work 
to change the management of these sites to reverse the decline.    
 
The nature of the coniferisation (deep trenches and straight line planting) has led to faster run-off 
with more sediment, exacerbating water quality/level issues.  The scheme has developed a unique 
approach to PAWS restoration which tackles this problem (see Risks section and project details).  
This large scale work would add to existing work by the Forestry Commission, NPA and others such 
as the Woodland Trust which owns Robson Spring Wood near Sproxton, which is largely PAWS.   
 

Woodland (both broadleaf and conifer) account for 
18% of the land cover in the Ryevitalise area, it is 
therefore one of the defining features. There are a 
number of large conifer plantations dating back to the 
first half of the 20th century, of which not all contain 
PAWS, the largest of which are managed by the 
Forestry Commission. Such plantations can provide 
habitat for specialist species such as Nightjar (EU Birds 
Directive species) and Goshawk (Wildlife & Countryside 
Act, specially protected species). There are also 

individual exotic conifers found within the parklands of country houses, for example, Arden Hall 
and Gilling Castle, which have more of a cultural asset than a natural one in these locations. They 
are often good specimens with arboricultural interest and high amenity value. 
 
The Ryevitalise area supports a remarkable richness and variety of Priority Habitats which are 
recognised in the high density of natural environment related designations. As well as the 18 Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest and one National Nature Reserve, there are 46 Local Wildlife Sites 
(SINCs) partly or wholly within the area. In addition, the entirety of the National Park is considered 
to be equivalent to a SINC. The north of the Ryevitalise area includes the edges of the North York 
Moors SSSI, with, this moorland area also designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) for its 
moorland and heathland habitats, and as a Special Protection Area (SPA) for merlin and golden 
plover; these are both European designations. 
 
One particular Local Wildlife Site is a 12km stretch 
of the ‘natural’ River Rye between Helmsley Bridge 
and West Ness. The banks along this stretch are 
largely unmodified, maintaining a natural 
meandering course supporting a varied fauna and 
flora.  Management practices which work with 
natural processes are particularly important for this 
site, alongside efforts to control the invasive, non-
native plant species which are damaging riverbanks 
and exacerbating the amount of sediment.  
 
Other Local Wildlife Sites include broadleaved woodlands (alder, ash, oak), calcareous 
grassland/pasture, neutral grassland, and fens. Wet woodlands are a particular feature of the 
Howardian Hills and Vale of Pickering with mosaics of water, peat and drier ground, and species 
such as willows, downy birch, alder, sedges, and marsh marigolds. 
 
Within the Ryevitalise area the most significant UK BAP Priority Habitats are Rivers and Streams, 
Ponds, Mesotrophic Lakes, Hedgerows, Wood Pasture & Parkland, Wet Woodland, Lowland Mixed 
Deciduous Woodland, Lowland Calcareous Grassland, Lowland Meadows, Floodplain Grazing 
Marsh, Upland and Lowland Heathland, Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures, Lowland Fens 
(alkaline and herb-rich), and Blanket Bog. 
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UK BAP Priority Habitat Significance within the Ryevitalise area 

Rivers and Streams A healthy river habitat can support a number of important 
species, water quality is key. Whilst the wider riparian corridor 
provide niches for many rare specialist species including one of 
only three UK populations of Alcathoe bat  

Ponds High quality ponds are now localised across the area but where 
they are found they form refuges for wildlife in a sometimes 
intensively managed landscape  

Mesotrophic Lakes There are two such lakes within the area – Gormire and 
Butterdale. Compared to other lake types, mesotrophic lakes 
potentially have the highest diversity of macrophytes, rare 
aquatic plants and macroinvertebrates such as mayflies 

Hedgerows Traditional field boundaries are a major part of the landscape 
character of the farmland of the Ryevitalise area. They are often 
of considerable wildlife value supplying berries in the autumn 
and early nectar and pollen sources in the spring. They also 
provide vital corridors for wildlife movement 

Wood Pasture and Parkland Historically this habitat has been managed by grazing. One 
particular feature of this habitat are Ancient and Veteran Trees. 
The Ryevitalise area contains a national hotspot of veteran trees, 
such as at Duncombe Park SSSI, which supports an 
exceptionally rich invertebrate fauna as holes and dead/rotting 
wood offer a wide range of homes for species 

Wet Woodland Characterised by Willow, Birch and Alder this habitat is very rich 
with invertebrates and birds. It can be found in the river 
corridors throughout the area, and next to other wet BAP 
habitats such as lowland fens and rush pasture 

Lowland Mixed Deciduous 
Woodland 

This habitat now only covers 1-2% of its original range across 
the UK and often only remains in isolated pockets. Iconic 
woodland flowers such as Bluebell and Wood Anemone flourish 
in the remaining deciduous woodland in the area 

Lowland Calcareous 
Grassland 

Developing on shallow lime-rich soils, this grassland can host 
over 40 plant species per square metre, and is particularly 
valuable for butterflies. Sites are often isolated, impacting 
directly on the health of butterfly colonies 

Lowland Meadow 97% of meadows have been destroyed in the UK since the 
1930s; meadow grassland often only remains on banks and in 
corners which are difficult to use for agriculture. The habitat can 
be found in different locations - hay meadows, unimproved 
pastures, species rich road verges and churchyards - throughout 
the Ryevitalise area 

Floodplain Grazing Marsh Across the UK only a small proportion of grazing marsh is semi-
natural grassland, making these habitats in the Ryevitalise area 
rare and valuable. Ditches are especially rich in plants and 
invertebrates 

Upland and Lowland 
Heathland 

These habitats are characterised by the presence of dwarf 
shrubs such as Heather, Bilberry and Crowberry. Insects, such as 
crane flies, form an important part of the diet of chicks of 
heathland birds 

Purple Moor Grass and Rush 
Pastures 

This habitat most often occurs on undrained sites in the 
lowlands. Soils are often acidic and support a species rich 
vegetation community and invertebrates 
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 Coniferous plantation at Yearsley 
Moor 

 
Sheep grazing in valley grassland at Caydale 

UK BAP Priority Habitat Significance within the Ryevitalise area 

Lowland Fens (alkaline and 
herb-rich) 

Species-rich alkaline fens are nationally scarce and support rare 
and beautiful flowering plant species such as birdseye primrose 
and butterwort. This habitat is an important feature of the 
Ryevitalise lowlands 

Blanket Bog Wet undamaged peatland slows the flow of water into rivers 
and stores carbon. Within the Ryevitalise area there are a 
number of upland locations where this habitat is found. It is 
dominated by acid plant communities such as Sphagnum 
mosses. Invertebrates support upland bird species such as 
Curlew and Lapwing 

 
As well as the moorland around the headwaters, remnant acidic 
heathland can still be found at Caydale (SSSI), Hambleton, 
Grimston and Yearsley. Whereas the moorland is largely managed 
for commercial grouse shooting, the lower heathlands with the 
exception of Caydale are largely planted with a conifer crop. The 
survival of these habitats depend on financial foundations, 
sometimes this has led to artificial drainage schemes which can be 
so destructive to peat. Peat is a significant store of water and 
carbon and provides environmental evidence of the use of the 
landscape in the past. Shallow peat is easily destroyed. Increasingly 
eroding peat has a visible effect on the headwaters of the river 
network, as the water appears dark brown as peat adds to the 
sediment load. Effective remedial work through peat restoration 
work is possible by keeping the water within the soil and on the 
surface.  
 
Just outside the Ryevitalise area is the ‘Slowing the Flow’ in Pickering project, initiated in 2010. One 
of the main actions was using natural flood management techniques, such as blocking drainage 
with heather bales, installing leaky woody dams to slow run off, and targeted tree planting to help 
water absorption. Pickering Beck is within the same Derwent Catchment as the Rye, and is of a 
similar river character.  Natural flood management needs further research, and roll out requires  
landowner engagement. As well as reducing the amount of flooding downstream another valuable 
output of these methods is that holding back and slowing flow further up the catchment can help 
maintain, restore and create wetland habitats. 
 
Valley grasslands are found throughout the 
area, depending on the degree of 
agricultural improvement, providing pasture 
for sheep and cattle. Species rich lowland 
meadows remain where the land 
management is minimal. Wetlands are also 
dependent on the level of local agricultural 
improvement, occurring where drainage is 
impeded or at upwellings and seepages of 
lime-rich groundwater from valley sides.  
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Brown long-eared bat – photo by  
John Altringham 

Brook Lamphrey 

The diversity of habitats across the Ryevitalise area has led to 
the great variety of species found here. There are currently 
45 UK BAP Priority Species recorded (confirmed records) in 
the Ryevitalise area, many of which are strongly linked to the 
river. There are also a number of aquatic and bat species 
found which are included on the EU Habitats Directive 
Annex II species list such as the endangered White-clawed 
crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) and the Alcathoe Bat 
(Myotis alcathoe) which is only recorded in three locations in 
the UK.  
 

There is also a nationally significant assemblage of other bat species, making the existing sites used 
by bats, such as the windy pits, riverside hedgerows, open canopy broadleaved woodland and 
veteran trees, of particular importance. Bat species are very vulnerable to roost loss due to tree-
felling as well as natural events such as lightning strikes. The Lesser horseshoe bat was finally lost 
from its last known location in Ryedale following the re-pointing of a particular historic building 
and the loss of its roost. Bats are a crucial element of the ecosystem, with some plant species 
depending on bats to pollinate flowers and spread seeds, with others controlling pests by eating 
insects. 
 
The existing connections between the surrounding 
uplands and the upper and mid-river course are 
significant in the life cycle of a number of species, 
including upland breeding and overwintering bird 
species. The Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar), Brook 
lamprey (Lampetra planeri) and the European eel 
(Anguilla anguilla) are migratory fish which are all EU 
Habitats Directive Annex II species, which means core 
areas of their habitat are designated as sites of 
Community importance (SCIs) and included in the 
Natura 2000 network. They are detrimentally affected by barriers in the river network which 
partially or fully block access to spawning sites upstream, so decreasing the amount of spawning 
habitat available, injuring and weakening fish as they battle to return upstream, and leaving 
sections of river bereft of these important species. There were previous records of River lamprey 
(Lampetra fluviatilis), however it is thought that barriers downstream have prevented migration, 
evidenced in there being no recent records for the upper and mid-Rye. 
 
The Ryevitalise area is particularly important for insects. Butterflies including Duke of Burgundy 
Hamearis lucina, Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja, Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary Boloria selene, 
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages). The rare and specialised dead wood eating insects include False 
darkling beetle Abdera flexuosa, Hairy fungus beetle Mycetophagus piceu, Sap beetle Omosita 
discoidea, Rove beetle Quedius xantho pus, Shining fungus beetle Tetratoma fungorum rely on 
veteran trees, with the river itself supporting a number of rare flies.  
 
Examples of these flies include International Union for Conservation of Nature Red Data species 
such as the crane fly Lipsothrix errans, the dance fly Anthalia beatricella, another dance fly Leptopeza 
borealis, and the endangered Pseudopomyza atrimana.  
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Scarce Yellowstreak - East Yorkshire Rivers 
Trust 

Mycetophagus pceus from NatureSpot Duke of Burgundy butterflies 

 
Himalayan balsam adjacent to the River Rye 
near Harome 

The Ryevitalise area also contains the only known UK colony of the mayfly Scarce Yellowstreak 
(Electrogena affinis). Nymphs of this species are typically found on slower flowing lowland rivers, 
often where there is abundant marginal and emergent vegetation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are a number of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) in the area, which are a risk to habitats 
and native species. The invasive non-native plant species recorded in the Ryevitalise area are 
Himalayan Balsam, Giant Hogweed, Japanese Knotweed, Rhododendron and New Zealand 
Pigmyweed. Two non-native invasive animal species are also present in the Partnership area; 
American signal crayfish and mink. The rivers and becks in the Ryevitalise area provide an essential 
refuge and vital corridors for wildlife within a landscape largely managed for agriculture. INNS 
outcompete and displace native species in these habitats, mink and signal crayfish have voracious 
predation behaviour so eliminate other species in the same habitat such as white-clawed crayfish 
and water vole. The longer INNS go unchecked, the greater the loss of biodiversity and the greater 
the impact on the community. 
 
Beyond the designations, there are no mechanisms or 
effective policies to protect and enhance the wider 
Ryevitalise area and its valuable combinations of 
habitats. Species rely on the availability and quality of 
the habitats they need. Stewardship schemes favour 
certain habitats, like upland moorland, hedgerows, 
lowland grass margins, new broadleaved woodland, 
and also the extensive arable fields in the south and 
east of the area for their importance for farmland birds, 
such as tree sparrow and lapwing. Other habitats at risk 
don’t necessarily have the protection of these incentives. 
 
In many cases habitats are scattered and often isolated in the Ryevitalise area. In all cases the 
principles of connectivity – conserve, buffer, enhance, extend - can help make the most of these 
undesignated but valuable habitats, as well as making more of semi improved habitats in between. 
By connecting with the best habitats, i.e. the SSSIs, their significance can be proliferated through 
the landscape, with the interconnected river network providing an existing framework to build 
around. The development of networks of habitats allow the movement of wildlife e.g. pollinators, 
bats, and encourage profusion. The Duke of Burgundy butterfly (Hamearis lucina) is one of the 
rarest butterflies in Britain. It is still found in isolated colonies around Hawnby, on mosaics of 
scrubby grassland and woodland clearings. Habitat stepping stones and corridor connections 
between extant and extinct sites can improve gene transfer to improve the health of populations 
and potentially lead to recolonisation within the local range. Without action, species are expected 
to continue to decline or to be lost entirely in this northern outpost. 
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Volunteers being trained to survey the 
condition of round barrows 

It is not just nostalgia that means people perceive this area as once rich in biodiversity, but no 
longer. Diminishing baselines over a lifetime leave people not recognising what they are missing. 
Ryevitalise will provide a baseline of data at this point in time, and demonstrate that if more 
sympathetic and practical management actions are not taken now and sustained into the future, 
much of the biodiversity of this area will be irretrievably lost. 
 
3.5 Archaeological/Built Heritage significance 
 
The Rye catchment includes a wealth of historic remains which relate to the timeless interactions 
between people and the ebb and flow of rivers, and the harnessing and manipulation of water 
over the course of millennia.  The river network played a key role in development, industry and 
agriculture in this rural area and the results can be seen in the landscape today. Themes of 
particular importance include the changes brought about by the monks and laymen, and iron-
workers, which increased the population and the intensity of land-use in what was then a remote 
backwater; the 18th century revolution in rural water supply by the visionary Joseph Foord and his 
water races; and the later 18th and 19th century changes brought about by the creation of grand 
designed landscapes for the pleasure of the wealthy. However there are archaeological and historic 
features from all periods, a substantial number of which are designated sites, which reflects the 
significance of the historic environment of this area. There are 176 Scheduled Monuments, 428 
Listed Buildings, and 6 Registered Parks and Gardens. Thirteen settlements have also been 
designated by the Local Planning Authority as Conservation Areas which are either wholly or partly 
within the Ryevitalise area and these will include many of the Listed buildings. Conservation Areas 
are ‘ of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable 
to preserve or enhance' (Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas Act) 1990). In addition 
there are an approximate 4,800 non designated historic environment finds, sites, and features 
either with visible remains or indicated by documentary evidence.  
 
The priorities for looking after the heritage within Ryevitalise is this undesignated heritage and the 
vulnerable designated sites which may not currently be considered ‘at risk’ but could become so if 
their condition is not improved. Recording heritage properly is considered a vital part of 
conservation. Working with local communities and increasing the skills of volunteers in order to do 
this work will be a key part of being able to address these priorities. 
 
The upper and mid Rye catchment has been inhabited 
since prehistoric times and has significant 
concentrations of sites. Upland was favoured for early 
prehistoric occupation and there are large numbers of 
scheduled Bronze Age round barrows, or burial 
mounds. Some of these have already been damaged or 
are at risk of damage through past investigation, 
cultivation, and uncontrolled vegetation growth. 
Notable later prehistoric sites include the extensive 
dyke systems, articulated on the escarpment edge by 
the forts at Boltby and Roulston Scar. 
 
The historic and natural environments within the Ryevitalise area are often closely entwined, what 
is significant for cultural heritage can also be so for natural heritage. For instance, the Ryedale 
Windy Pits in the central section of the Ryevitalise area have already been noted above as an 
natural environment asset, however a number of these natural underground limestone fissures 
contain Bronze Age/Iron Age/Romano British archaeological artefact assemblages including 
pottery, implements and human bones, and also hearths suggesting a ritual use at some point.  
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Ampleforth Abbey 

In later periods the lower lying land alongside the rivers and in the valleys became more important.  
Nearby Malton was an important Roman town, to the north of even more important York.  In the 
hinterlands, the Ryevitalise area contains an exceptional Roman villa site in the grounds of 
Hovingham Hall, which suggests high status activity, within an area where substantial Roman villas 
are relatively uncommon. The remains of the smaller Roman villa alongside the River Riccal at 
Beadlam, excavated in the 1960s, has great potential to be made more accessible and promoted to 
the public to interpret the Roman occupation of the area. 
 
Most settlements originate from before the Norman Conquest, many with Viking or Anglo Saxon 
names, some of which reflect a relationship with water e.g. Ampleforth (ford), Wath (ford), Ness 
(headland round which water flows).  Many are dotted along spring lines or along the banks of the 
river network, often at the easiest crossing points. The significance of the area for occupation at 
this time is reflected in the ecclesiastical remains. During the Anglo-Saxon period and the spread of 
Christianity, the wider area had the highest density of early churches in the UK, and a remarkable 
number of 7th and 8th century religious communities such as Stonegrave, Coxwold, Kirkdale. 
 
The impact of the monasteries founded in the medieval period is an important part of the 
development of the Ryevitalise area. These included Arden Priory, Rievaulx Abbey, Newburgh 
Priory and Byland Abbey. Although the ruins of Byland Abbey are outside the Ryevitalise area,  
before that location was settled in 1135 the itinerant monks had moved from a number of 
temporary sites in the area including at Old Byland, and possibly at Tylas Farm. The monastic sites 
were chosen initially for their isolation from society.  

 
However as they grew the monasteries became 
important centres intensifying the medieval land-
use in the area, creating far flung granges 
(monastic farms) within their land grant to, 
initially, produce food for the monastery but, 
eventually, to exploit the natural resources 
around where they were sited and create wealth, 
particularly through fleece production. This land 
use will also have regularised many of the 
communication routes through the landscapes, 
creating or improving crossing points on the 
different rivers and becks. At Rievaulx Abbey a canal system was constructed making use of  the 
Rye, which is still not fully understood. This monastic tradition continues today with the modern 
Ampleforth Abbey, built in the 19th century. The ruins of Rievaulx Abbey, owned and promoted by 
English Heritage, are a major attraction.  
 
During the medieval period settlements were consolidated and expanded as populations generally 
grew, and by the end of the medieval period the basic layout of the villages were often established. 
What is notable about the Ryevitalise area is that there is significant survival of medieval 
settlements and buildings including towns such as Helmsley and nearby Malton with its almost 
intact medieval plan, Helmsley Castle, Rievaulx Abbey and Spout House in Bilsdale. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

‘Everywhere peace, everywhere serenity and a marvellous freedom from the tumult of the 
world’ 

St Aelred, Rievaulx Abbey’s Third Abbot 
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The southern entrance to Hawnby village 

 Foundations of Yearsley Mill during excavation from 
Yearlsey Moor Archaeological Project 2009-2013  

Each village now has its own character, 
most buildings are largely vernacular 
and use local materials (sandstone or 
limestone depending on location, clay 
pantiles) but even within a village the 
buildings are non-uniform with varying 
heights and individual features. However 
a number of settlements can be 
considered ‘estate villages’, where the 
history of religious and private 
landownership in the area has resulted in 
settlements largely owned by an 
individual landowner. These villages are 
more likely to have uniform features, 

such as Hawnby where estate owned buildings have bottle green doors and windows. Buildings 
with special architectural and historic interest are listed and therefore protected. Other buildings 
are protected to some extent through Local Plans and the planning system. 
 
There is a medieval moated site close to the village of Harome, provisioned from the nearby Rye 
The site is not scheduled and is now only visible as earthworks having been recently ploughed. 
Moats are usually a defensive measure; the land here is particularly flat with no other physical 
features that could be used for protection, other than the river. At the same time a moat also 
provided the house it surrounded and the Anglo-Norman family who owned it with status.  
 
Watercourses played a key role in the industrial and 
agricultural development of the area through into the 
modern era. Water provided the motive power for 
corn milling – the number of former corn milling sites 
illustrate the scale of grain production, the ability to 
process it locally and the nature of the mixed farming 
economy. As well as corn mills there were occasional 
fulling mills to produce wool cloth which used up a 
lot of water in the processing including at Harome, 
Hawnby, Rievaulx, Laskill in Bilsdale and also Caydale.   
 
At many mills the river channel was adapted, and a mill race was dug off from the main river only 
to return further downstream once the temporarily abstracted water had turned the water wheel.  
Sometimes these additional channels still have water in them today.  A lot of mill buildings still 
exist, often converted, but there is a couple of sites where through careful conservation the 
18th/19th century mill machinery still exists such as Low Mill and Arden Mill where the wooden 18th 
century machinery is an exceptionally rare and important survival. Yearsley Mill, near Gilling, has 
been subject to a volunteer led excavation and research project over the last few years, the success 
of this project can be used as a model for work elsewhere.  
 
Water power was also important to the iron industry as it developed through the medieval and 
into the post-medieval periods, from the early iron bloomery sites (such as on the north bank of 
Kyloe Cow Beck, Smidderdales, HER 6537) to the High Bloomeries (Timberholme, first documented 
1538-9) and finally the blast furnace at the site of Rievaulx Abbey between 1576 and 1647. 
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Nunnington Hall 

 
A Foord Water Race 

Foord’s water races do not stand out as prominent landscape 
features, but they are a specific example of how the natural water 
resource has been utilised. They are a work of remarkable 
surveying skill and engineering created at a time when detailed 
maps and contours were unknown Foord stands out as a true 
visionary, and yet very few local residents are aware of his 
amazing contribution and the literally ground-breaking heritage 
that lies on their doorsteps and supported their forebears.  
 
These features have no statutory protection through designation 
at present, but as a group they were identified by English 
Heritage in 2000 as being of exceptional national importance 
(Trueman, 2000). Ordnance Survey 19th/early 20th century historic 
maps often show the routes of these races and a number have 
been surveyed by consultants and volunteers, however the 
earthworks are particularly vulnerable to accidental damage or 
purposeful destruction. This could, hopefully, be addressed by 
raising local awareness about their existence and value, as well as 
achieving some level of statutory protection. 

 
During the 18th century the Romantic, Picturesque movement gained momentum and with it came 
the emergence of the English landscape garden. For the first time the landscape and watercourses 
contained within it were appreciated for their aesthetic beauty rather than merely as a natural 
resource – viewed as a work of art, rather than merely a working environment. An aesthetic 
appreciation of nature became a symbol of the enlightened mind and, accordingly, the wealthy 
sought to present an idealized view of nature which lead to the creation of a number of  designed 
landscapes in the area. One of the most notable of these pleasure grounds is Duncombe Park, a 
very early English landscape garden, which demonstrates a transition in design from formal 
landscaping to the more natural approach of the Romantic Movement.   
 
Duncombe Park is listed on Historic England’s 
Register of Parks and Gardens (Grade I), as is the 
associated Rievaulx Terrace (Grade I), Nunnington 
Hall (Grade II), Newburgh Priory (Grade II), Gilling 
Castle (Grade II) and Castle Howard (Grade I). This 
is a significant number of sites with this 
designation. All of these great houses and parks 
are in the lowland, more benign, part of the 
Ryevitalise landscape. This designation recognises 
the special historic interest of these sites and their 
national significance in reflecting the 
landscape fashion of their day.  
 
Rievaulx Terrace and Nunnington Hall are both owned by the National Trust, with the others 
privately owned. Other significant but non-designated designed landscape assets include Nawton 
Tower, Hovingham Hall and Wiganthorpe Park, also all privately owned.  
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The Ionic Temple at Rievaulx Terrace overlooking the Rye 
valley 

 
Stone bridge over the River Rye at 
Hawnby 

The use of water and the manipulation of water 
courses was a notable feature of 18th century 
landscape gardens, as was the construction of 
picturesque architecture, all designed to recreate 
an idyllic, Arcadian landscape and to enhance 
carefully contrived views. The cascades and mill 
bridge at Duncombe Park are both excellent 
examples of water-based, romantic, landscape 
embellishments. Gilling Castle and Rievaulx 
Terrace also represent noteworthy examples of 
designed 18th century landscapes with the 
terraces at Rievaulx calculated to maximise the 

dramatic effects of views towards the River Rye in the valley below.  Pevsner described Rievaulx 
Terrace as 'a superlative example of large-scale landscape gardening' (Pevsner 1966, taken from 
Historic England Register of Parks and Gardens citation). 
 
Technological developments also enabled wealthy landowners to commission innovative 
engineering solutions to extract water from rivers to provide domestic running water. Duncombe 
Park is a good example. It is located on a limestone hilltop with no naturally occurring water to 
hand, and benefited from at least three such engineering schemes utilising water-powered 
mechanical pumps, and later, large hydraulic rams to transfer water uphill to the house. Although 
these technological solutions have largely been lost the substantial cistern tower, which is located 
in woods close to the house, still exists, together with the remains of the water leat which 
conveyed water to the house from some 400m upstream of Sproxton mill bridge. 
 
Few visitors to these Registered Parks and Gardens understand the significance and importance of 
the designed landscapes, or at Duncombe Park and Nunnington Hall the manner in which the Rye 
has been manipulated and harnessed for pleasure over time.  
 
Sensitive interpretation would help explain the heritage of the Rye and its tributaries, unpicking 
the secrets of the earthworks created by the monks and Foord, celebrating the ingenious ambition 
of our forebears and capturing stories about how our ancestors have made the river work for them, 
many elements of which are now increasingly vulnerable. It is a well-known concept that through 
education comes understanding, through understanding comes appreciation, and appreciation 
can lead to protection, not necessarily by designation but through the efforts of local people. 

 

3.6 Cultural and Human Significance 
 
Water has determined the landscape itself. Within the Ryevitalise 
area water has also directed where people live and work, where 
they travel and what they can grow. Water has shaped the cultural 
heritage – from the siting of the great medieval abbey of Rievaulx 
near good water supplies to the elegant 18th century road bridges 
that span the river. The area has inevitably been affected by 
national and international history, sometimes dramatically, 
sometimes gradually. The impact of monasticism was extensive 
during the medieval period, so the Dissolution of religious houses 
(1536 – 1541) had a considerable effect on local society and land 
use.  
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‘Rievaulx Abbey’, 1836, JMW Turner 
(1775 –-1851) ©Tate, London 2018 
 

 

 

‘Rievaulx Abbey, Yorkshire’, c.1798, Thomas  Girtin (1775 – 1802) 
 Historic Images/Alamy  Stock Photo 
 

 ‘Ruins of Rievaulx Abbey, 
Yorkshire’, 1803, John Sell 
Cotman (1782 – 1842) Art  
Collection 3/Alamy Stock Photo 
 

One of the outcomes in the area was large amounts of confiscated land and building materials, 
becoming available to new owners, a new strata in society – the landed gentry. The resulting 
country houses, stately homes and large estates have had a big impact on this area. The Civil War 
brought rivalries and destruction impacting on families at Nunnington Hall and Newburgh Priory, 
and directly on Helmsley Castle which was destroyed. The agricultural revolution of the 18th and 
19th centuries changed the population as well as the landscape; land was improved, drained and 
enclosed, woodland was turned to pasture, ‘wasteland’ was turned to arable, machinery replaced 
people. At the northern end of the Ryevitalise area, in Snilesworth where life was difficult and 
produced poor returns, there are a number of abandoned farmsteads and civic buildings, including 
a Poor House and a School. Long term changes in land use have continued, often in response to a 
relatively short lived event: World War I led to the creation of the Forestry Commission and the 
planting of large scale conifer forests, and World War II led to increased improvement and 
productivity in farming. 
 
The 18th century and early 19th century romantic visions 
manifested in the designed landscapes of the area, are also 
reflected in a number of important art works from around 
the same time. Cultured people came to the area to 
admire the landscape views. Helmsley and Duncombe 
Park, and Rievaulx Abbey ruins were etched, sketched and 
painted to portray the views of sublime landscapes and 
dramatic aesthetic ruins. In reaction to the roar of industry 
and regulation of science, rural life was perceived and 
presented as an idyll. The images are mostly watercolours, because that was the preferred medium 
at that time and it suited the dreamlike quality of the images.  

 
The most famous artist to record the area 
was J M W Turner, although he wasn’t so 
admired then as he is today. This 
particular etching above -  Rievaulx 
Abbey - is from 1836, but he had visited 
and sketched the area 20 years 
previously. Earlier (c. 1798) Turner’s friend 
Thomas Girton had painted his less 
idealised impression of the contemporary 
ruins and landscape at Rievaulx complete 
with a large veteran tree, now lost.  
 

 
 

John Sell Cotman, part of the circle of watercolour artists gathered 
around Thomas Girtin, made annual visits to Yorkshire as drawing 
tutor to a local family and his studies from that time resulted in a 
number of his best known watercolours. His ‘Ruins of Rievaulx 
Abbey, Yorkshire’ present the craft and colour of the arches and the 
beauty of decay as well as the triumph of nature. 
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‘The Drop Gate, Duncombe Park’, 1805, John Sell Cotman 
(1782 –-1842) from The Water Colour Drawings of John Sell 
Cotman, edited by C G Holme, The Studio Limited, London 
1923 The Print Collector/Alamy Stock Photo 
 

 

‘A Village on a River: with Bridge and Ruins’, c.1824, Peter de Wint 
(1784 – 1849) Heritage Image Partnership Ltd/Alamy Stock Photo 
 

Peter de Wint was another artist who 
made his living as a drawing master. His 
watercolour of c.1824, ‘A Village on a 
River: with Bridge and Ruins’, is clearly 
recognisable as the southern approach 
to Helmsley. The ruins of Helmsley Castle 
looks much the same today, the river 
looks wide and meandering eroding the 
treeless banks in the foreground.  
 

 
 

 
A Ryevitalise watercourse was also painted by 
Cotman in ‘The Drop Gate, Duncombe Park’ in 
1805. Unusually there is no great landscape or 
ruined building, but instead this is a representative 
painting of a picturesque useful water gate with 
signs of repair. It has been pointed out that the 
watercourse can’t be the majestic River Rye which 
runs through Duncombe Park, and must be a 
tributary. David Hill3 describes the gate as ‘the very 
antithesis of the measured, subjugated and 
transmuted material product of the modern 
industrial age' which the Romantics so disdained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sir Herbert Read is an important 20th century figure as a poet, writer, critic, educationalist, and 
philosopher. He is considered to follow in the Romantic tradition because of his belief in the power 
of creativity and imagination. One theme throughout his life was the connection he had with the 
Ryevitalise area where he was born and raised. Despite being an intellectual anarchist and 
aesthetic, it was the fundamental feeling of dislocation resulting from being torn away from a 
stable rural community into urban poverty at an early age which resulted in Reed viewing his early 
childhood as halcyon days, and its intertwined setting as an earthly paradise. 
 
  

                                                
3 Cotman in the North, 2005 

 

‘When I went to school I learned that the Vale in which we lived had once been a lake, but long 
ago the sea had eaten through the hills in the east and so released the fresh waters, leaving a 
fertile plain. But such an idea would have seemed strange to my innocent mind….I seemed to 
live, therefore, in a basin wide and shallow like the milkpans in the dairy; but the even bed of it 
was chequered with pastures and cornfields, and the rims were the soft blues and purples of the 
moorlands.’ 

The Innocent Eye, Herbert Read, 1933 
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Rievaulx Abbey surrounded by tree covered 
slopes 

Exile’s Lament 
 

Here where I labour hour by hour 
The folk are mean and the land is sour. 

God grant I may return to die 
Between the Riccall and the Rye. 

 
Herbert Read 

 
It is notable that once he did return in 1948 Read could not quite recapture his memories of the 
landscape from his childhood at the turn of the 20th century. He regretted change itself, and 
recorded the dearth of wild flowers and the scarcity of animals that he used to take for granted.  

 
Dorothy Wordsworth visited Rievaulx in 1802, when sensibility and sensitivity to landscape views 
was much admired. She recorded the visit in her Journal. What made the most impression on her 
was the nature in which the ruins sat: ‘thrushes were singing, cattle were feeding amongst green-
grown hillocks about the Ruins. These hillocks were scattered over with grovelets of wild roses 
and other shrubs, and covered with wild flowers. I could have stayed in this solemn quiet spot till 
evening…’ 
 
Rievaulx Abbey and its setting has afforded a feeling of 
spirituality for centuries, whether as a working 
monastery or as a deserted ruin. Despite material 
changes through time, the sense of spirituality which 
drew the early Anglo Saxon Christians and the medieval 
monks is still apparent. In the Ryevitalise area there 
remains small stone churches, restful springs, 
mysterious round barrows, and cathedral like trees that 
provide a corresponding feeling.  However, it tends to 
be Rievaulx that is most prominent in the landscape and 
the imagination, and which people write about most.  

 

 
  

‘It changes slowly. 
The trees are felled or brought down in a storm and no one plants new ones. 
The roofs fall in the stones crumble men go away in search of easier work. 
Only the hills remain in their old shape’. 
 

Moon’s Farm: a dialogue for three voices, Herbert Read, 1955 

 

‘High Hills surround the valley, encircling it like a crown. These are clothed by trees of various 
sorts and maintain in pleasant retreats the privacy of the vale, providing for the monks a kind 
of second paradise of wooded delights. From the loftiest rocks the waters wind and tumble 
down to the valley below, and as they make their hasty way through the lesser passages and 
narrower beds and spread themselves in wider rills, they give out a gentle murmur of soft 
sound and join together in the sweet notes of a delicious melody’. 
 

The Life of Ailred of Rievaulx, Walter Daniel, 1167? 
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Round the Rye by John Brunsden 

The Rye valley at Rievaulx 

St Ailred (Aelred), the third abbot of Rievaulx, found a sense of freedom in the location of the 
Abbey, presumably a freedom from the rest of the world. Many people now find this freedom in 
walking and cycling though the Ryevitalise countryside, as well as finding food for the soul in the 
extensive and stirring views. If the modern version of spirituality is psychology recent research 
suggests natural views with curves and lines engender an emotional reaction, stimulating 
restorative feelings of well-being. The sight and the sound of water provoke a similar response in a 
lot of people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.7 Local Communities 
 
There are three ‘accredited museums’ within the Ryevitalise 
area – Helmsley Castle (English Heritage owned), Rievaulx 
Abbey (English Heritage owned) and Nunnington Hall 
(National Trust owned). In addition the Ryedale Folk 
Museum (Charitable Trust) is close by and is also 
‘accredited’. This special resource lets people explore how 
ordinary rural people lived, worked and played in the past. 
The Museum includes important photographic archives of 
William and Raymond Hayes and Sydney Smith illustrating a 
strong sense of local and regional identity around the Rye. 
William Hayes’ studio is now part of Ryedale Folk Museum 
and his son Raymond Hayes was a founding member of the 
museum and Helmsley Archaeological Society. Their photos 
include the family in the studio and those of local farm 
workers, the photographer Sydney Smith’s work capturing a 
way of life that disappeared after the Second World War.  
 
There are a number of special interest groups like the Ryedale Naturalists, the Helmsley Historical 
and Archaeological Society, Ampleforth Historical Society, Slingsby Local History Group, Ryedale 
Family History Group, and Old Terrington History Group; made up of local people who have a 
wealth of specialist knowledge and a particular interest in their local area.  
 
During the development phase people were asked for their subjective views of what they thought 
was significant about the Ryevitalise area – ‘what matters about this place?’ A number of 
consultation events were held and a number of consultation methods used to build up an 
understanding of what people think.  
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At face to face consultation events the audiences, largely local people, were asked to come up with 
the issues for the area and what might be done to address them in regards to; 
 

• water/water level management 
• habitats/invasive plant species 
• species/invasive animal species 
• access/interpretation 
• built heritage 
• cultural heritage; and  
• education/participation 

 
There was a feeling that there is a disconnect between most people and the land, including both 
people who live here already as well as ‘newcomers’. Discussions brought up differences between 
the past and now, in particular the idea of community decline and loss of amenities. Recognised 
issues affecting the countryside here included sediment, pollution, run off, flooding, drainage and 
other effects of modern farming, as well as the need for ongoing maintenance. 
 
In terms of significant species, the most frequently mentioned were crayfish, bats, owls, fish, otters, 
birds of prey, kingfishers and water vole, which is believed to be no longer present. A number of 
people reported that they had noticed a decline in all species. Mink were also mentioned, as a well-
known invasive non-native animal species. For habitats, people concentrated on what should be 
tackled, in particular invasive non-native plant species rather than actual habitats they valued, 
other than trees. For built heritage people named the key sites of Nunnington Hall, Rievaulx Abbey, 
Duncombe Park and Helmsley Castle, with Wombleton Aerodrome and Beadlam Roman Villa also 
mentioned. Mills and the water races were identified as significant as were ‘river villages’. 
 
People placed a big emphasis on getting children and schools involved. As the majority of the 
audiences were older people, this is encouraging to the idea of establishing a necessary multi-
generational approach.  People foresaw opportunities to promote key sites, provide interpretation 
and improve access. There was a lot of discussion around volunteering, and what volunteers might 
achieve, but also in recognition of the importance of farmers in making a difference.  The same 
audiences were asked for their ‘Vision’ for the area. Highlights include: 
 

• ‘Vibrant and healthy river (and catchments) valued and enjoyed by residents and visitors’ 
• ‘Integrate the historic buildings and features as clearly definable elements of the river's 

course’ 
• ‘Save our ancient trees! Tell their stories!’ 
• ‘Community cohesion working together for the benefit of the environment’ 
• I'd like the partnership to enthuse and engage people so they continue to care for and 

protect their environment into the future and beyond 
• ‘A healthy environment - thriving wildlife - a caring community’ 
• ‘Make a long term (generational) improvement to the sustainability of our Natural 

Heritage’ 
• ‘The clash is between 21st century needs and the degradation of the environment - the 

key is to find a better balance’ 
• ‘People who live and work here who ultimately shape the landscape and history. Not a 

wild landscape but managed by the local people. Improvements can be made, however 
their participation is vital to implement Ryevitalise’ 

• ‘Bring the community together - the old and the new to the area - responsibilities to the 
landscape and habitats passed on and understood’ 
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Wordle showing the two favourite things about the area taken from the survey results 

In a more widely available online and paper survey, to which responders included visitors as well as 
people from the wider area, it asked - what are your two favourite things about the area? The 
collated responses are illustrated below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clearly the landscape and wildlife is significant to the majority. There are also a number of more 
subjective concepts – beauty, tranquillity, scenery, natural, peace, openness, remoteness – that are 
significant. A number of particular habitats are valued, namely moorland and woodland – as well as 
elements of the landscape such as the river and the valleys. The chance to go walking or go fishing 
are identified as special by responders’, as are animals, birds, invertebrates and veteran trees, and 
various history and heritage concepts. The local people and the community themselves are also 
identified as a favourite thing. 
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 Sedimentation and eutrophication 

4. Risks and Opportunities 
 

4.1  Introduction 
 

The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme area is widely perceived as a rich, verdant 
landscape, unspoilt and teeming with wildlife. Very few people realise, however, that this is a 
landscape under threat. A lack of understanding of its ecology and an increasing disconnect 
between people and the river has contributed to a decline in its natural heritage. Increasing 
demands on the land to ensure economic viability and changes in agriculture, coupled with this 
lack of understanding, are all threats to this landscape. 
 
The previous sections have outlined the significance of the different types of heritage found within 
the Ryevitalise area. There are inevitably numerous risks and threats to the heritage. Beyond 
broader issues such as climate change, and matters pertaining to policy direction and detail, there 
are factors particular to the local area including the relatively large number of small-scale 
agriculture owner-occupiers and the nature of the water quality problems. Some of these affect a 
number of different types of heritage, whereas the impact of others is more specific. This section 
will identify these risks and threats and highlight opportunities to address them. It will also 
consider some of the risks to the delivery of the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme. 
 

4.2  Water Quality 
 

The condition of the nationally important habitats of the Rye and the species they support is reliant 
upon the quality of the water they receive and the rate at which they receive it. Land management 
practices, current land use, changes in land use and climate change all pose a threat, as they can 
reduce water quality, cause flooding and drought, increase habitat fragmentation, and aid the 
spread of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) and disease. 
 
Sedimentation changes the nature of the riverbed, 
adversely impacting on invertebrate communities 
and smothering the eggs of fish (salmon, trout, 
lamprey and grayling), with knock-on effects for the 
wider food chain. Rural land use has been identified 
as the main source of the Rye’s sediment. 
Phosphate originates from sewage effluent, septic 
tanks and fertilisers. Excess phosphate causes 
eutrophication, where the build-up of nutrients 
encourages algal blooms and reduces oxygen levels 
in the river. Phosphate is bound up in soil so can 
often be addressed alongside sedimentation.  
 
Although once abundant in the area, the population of white-clawed crayfish, a legally protected 
UK/Local Biodiversity Action Plan species, has declined dramatically in recent years. This is 
principally due to habitat degradation, siltation and reduced water quality, but is compounded by 
competition from the non-native American signal crayfish and a disease it carries. Recent flash 
flood events and periodic droughts are thought to have displaced and diminished local 
populations. The increasing intensity and occurrence of both flood and drought events has the 
capacity to seriously affect remaining populations.  
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 The River Rye near Nunnington Hall 

If the scheme is not delivered then there is a risk that many of the water bodies within the 
Ryevitalise area and downstream will fail to meet their objectives for achieving Good Ecological 
Status or Potential as set out in the River Basin Management Plan, and will deteriorate further. 
Information collated during the development phase, both from surveys and from observations 
during whole farm assessments, has identified many issues that are thought to have a direct 
impact on water quality in the Rye catchment. Government interventions for water quality are 
focussed on where there are higher densities of population or recreational water users, where the 
most people will benefit. In real terms this means that water quality and ecology may not improve 
sufficiently in such a rural area without targeted and strategic intervention, and populations of rare 
riparian species, such as scarce yellowstreak riverfly (Electrogena affinis), salmon and sea and river 
lamprey, would remain at risk. There are wider ecological implications of not having a fully 
functioning river ecosystem; for example the rare Alcathoe bat, and many bird species such as pied 
flycatcher and redstarts, rely upon water-dependent insects as an essential food source. There are 
also societal implications, in that the Rye catchment feeds into the River Derwent, which is a major 
source of drinking water for Yorkshire. 
  
Opportunities 
 

The scheme area encompasses more than 856km of watercourses, presenting many opportunities 
to improve natural hydrological processes, water quality, habitats, species and landscape quality. 
 

• Engage and re-engage farmers and land 
managers, to encourage learning and sharing 
of best practice in order to bring about 
environmental improvements in the Rye 
Catchment, reducing water pollution issues, 
improving resource protection, increasing 
biodiversity and alleviating flooding. Heritage 
Conservation Agreements and best practice 
events for land managers will promote many 
ways to improve water quality 

• Investigate further during the delivery phase 
of the scheme a suite of recommendations that focus on water quality improvements 
relating to the 500ha of moorland that has been surveyed by the Yorkshire Peat 
Partnership to date 

• Improve physical and virtual access to the river and provide volunteering and learning 
opportunities which highlight the importance of rivers and how they shape and influence 
the landscape and provide habitats for wildlife 

• Investigate the impact of septic tanks and sewage treatment on water quality, and work 
with homeowners and Yorkshire Water to raise awareness and identify potential solutions  

• Deliver citizen science projects and other measures to collect water quality data and 
information about indicator species (e.g. Riverfly monitoring), involving land owners and 
managers wherever possible, and in doing so enable people to better understand the 
natural environment and take action to protect it 

• Provide volunteering opportunities to carry out riparian restoration and raise awareness of 
the rivers and the issues affecting them  

• Offer a vehicle for change which would otherwise not happen, providing a framework 
enabling priorities to be aligned between partners with an interest in the Ryevitalise 
scheme area 

• Improve understanding of the impact people have through their interactions with the river 
and how they can care for it in the future 

• Work in partnership to enable partner organisations to make the best use of resources and 
be more efficient and effective in delivering multiple outcome projects, delivering greater 
value for money  



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      98 

 
Fire Risk Notice in the Ryevitalise area 

• Help to avoid duplication and identify any gaps and limitations, preventing important 
work being missed, through the Partnership Group including all statutory organisations 
involved in managing the river environment 

• Provide the capacity and resources to deliver improvements that partners operating on 
their own would not be able to deliver  

 

4.3  Climate Change 
 

Climate change increases the likelihood of extreme 
weather conditions including drought, flood incidents 
and consequent erosion. These changes can have many 
impacts on land cover, land use and land management. 
Periods of drought can lead to increased fire risk, 
particularly on the moorlands, and the drying out of peat 
soils and priority habitats such as wetlands and blanket 
bog. Changing weather patterns can lead to habitat 
degradation and species loss, as succession from one 
habitat to another is accelerated, species move, drought-
tolerant species flourish, and species are no longer synchronised with their food source. Climate 
change can exacerbate threats to tree cover from plant disease including the potentially significant 
effects of Chalara ash dieback disease and phytopthora on woodlands, hedgerow trees and 
amenity trees, which are all important elements of the landscape.  
 
Water Level Management is important as the catchment struggles with extremes of water levels. 
The dramatic impacts of the 2005 floods are still fresh in people’s minds. Periods of drought result 
in sections drying up in the summer, with issues for land owners and ecology. For instance, white-
clawed crayfish rescues have been necessary in recent years due to low water levels. In heavy 
rainfall, fluvial and surface water flood risk is an issue. Extreme rainfall events cause increased 
“flashiness” of rivers, increased run-off of sediment and pollutants, and increased erosion along 
watercourses. They also put increased pressure on existing water and sewage treatment facilities, 
particularly where ageing infrastructure or misconnections direct storm water into the sewer 
network. 
 
Increased temperatures, combined with low water levels, will lead to the warming of waterbodies 
which could cause the loss of plant, invertebrate and fish species that are valuable in their own 
right, an important food source for other species and support the natural functioning of the river.  
 
Opportunities 
 

• Contribute to climate change mitigation through measures such as carbon sequestration 
through peatland restoration, better management and protection of soils and tree planting  

• Investigate inefficiencies in the existing surface water drainage systems and impacts of 
septic tanks and sewage treatment, and propose solutions to resolve them or lessen their 
impact 

• Engage farmers and land managers to encourage learning and sharing of best practice in 
order to bring about environmental improvements in the Rye Catchment 

• Identify and deliver water level management interventions through community 
engagement and participation, monitoring outputs to bolster the evidence base for 
Natural Flood Management interventions  

• Highlight the importance of rivers and how they shape and influence the landscape and 
provide habitats for wildlife by improving physical and virtual access to the river, and 
through volunteering and learning opportunities 

• Introduce the next generation to the complexities and sensitivities of river ecology and 
how rivers function  
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Harome Hall Moat –   Environment Agency 

• Improve peoples’ understanding of the impact their actions have on the river and how they 
can care for it in the future 

• Deliver integrated catchment management and natural flood risk management, which will 
also have multiple benefits for wildlife and water quality and will raise awareness amongst 
local communities of the potential threats climate change poses to the local heritage and 
landscapes 

• Bring together key agencies to promote joint working and understanding 
 

4.4  Cultural Heritage 
 

Many traces of past industry along the river are 
poorly recorded and ‘hidden’, being formed from 
earthworks which are easily mistaken for natural 
features or more basic drainage ditches. They are 
often located on private land. Much of this heritage is 
hundreds of years old and has been subject to 
gradual erosion and decay for centuries. This, 
combined with its location within or adjacent to 
watercourses, makes the Rye’s cultural heritage 
particularly vulnerable and under increasing threat 
from the predicted wetter winters and drier summers 
linked to climate change. The catchment has suffered from widespread flooding on numerous 
occasions and the increasing scale, frequency and severity of floods makes understanding and 
interpreting the cultural heritage before it is lost increasingly urgent. 
 
Opportunities  
 

• Assess impacts on cultural and built heritage as part of developing Heritage Conservation 
Agreements to ensure appropriate management and protection of features 

• Interpret the features in a number of formats to gain a greater appreciation of people’s 
past links and interaction with the river  

• Provide opportunities for connecting all who interact with the landscape to the rich variety 
of archaeology and cultural heritage present in the upper Rye in order to develop a greater 
appreciation and understanding of the river and its setting 

 

4.5  Development, Including Mineral Extraction 
 

The development of the Woodsmith Polyhalite Mine near Whitby in the North York Moors National 
Park had planning consent initially approved in 2015 and amended in 2018.  In compensation for 
the residual harm to the special qualities of the Park, the Authority entered into a Section 106 
agreement with Sirius Minerals, providing resources to undertake compensation and mitigation 
activities in the areas of Landscape and Ecology, Core Policy D (Carbon Offsetting) and Tourism. 
These compensation measures can be delivered anywhere within the North York Moors National 
Park, including the area of National Park within the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership. 
Planning consent was given in May 2016 to the company Third Energy, to hydraulically fracture for 
shale gas in the Vale of Pickering. As part of the planning decision by the North Yorkshire County 
Council Planning Committee, mitigation of the effects of the development was required to 
safeguard the natural environment, protect species and habitats and the amenity of local residents 
(including light and noise mitigation), and protect ground and surface water quality.  
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A traffic management plan was also agreed, which includes the financial commitment required of 
Third Energy, or any subsequent owner of the site, to deliver the restoration and aftercare of the 
development. There are also a series of conditions to be met for a number of other agencies 
including the Environment Agency, Health and Safety Executive and Oil and Gas Authority. The 
risks of fracking to the scheme area and objectives at this time remain uncertain, and the scheme 
has limited opportunities to influence proposals. 

Opportunities 
 

• Compensatory activities related to offsetting the 
harm caused by the development of the 
Woodsmith Mine can take place within the 
Ryevitalise area. All compensatory activity must 
relate to the National Park’s management plan 
objectives stated in the Section106 agreement, 
and there may be occasions where the objectives 
of Ryevitalise and the compensatory activities 
coincide 

 

4.6  Brexit  
 

The UK is due to leave the EU, the Single Market and the Customs Union on 29th March 2019. 
Subject to a deal being concluded before that time between the UK and the EU, an 
Implementation Period to December 2020 will then follow. During this time the UK will still be 
subject to EU rules and regulations but will be free to develop new trade deals and will therefore 
be moving towards a position where it will be fully outside the EU. 
 
In Defra’s January 2018 consultation paper ‘Health & Harmony: the future for food, farming and the 
environment in a Green Brexit’ a further ‘agricultural transition’ period was proposed, running from 
January 2021 until approximately 2024. During this period, new domestic agricultural policies and 
support mechanisms will be finalised by the three Home Nations (as agriculture is a devolved 
function). It is envisaged that support mechanisms will move away from paying land owners a 
certain amount per hectare and instead reward land managers for the production of ‘public goods’. 
 
In general terms, the two main areas of 
uncertainty relate to Trade and Agricultural 
Support. The UK Government’s stated aim is to 
achieve ‘as frictionless trade as possible’ with 
the EU. It is uncertain how frictionless the EU 
will permit future trade to be, but this could 
have significant impacts for the agricultural 
sector and the UK economy as a whole. 
Approximately 60% of the UK’s food, feed and 
drink production is exported to EU countries, 
whilst 70% of the UK’s imports of these goods 
come from EU countries. In all scenarios 
ranging from a ‘soft’ Brexit right through to a 
‘no-deal’ Brexit, most commentators agree that 
there will be at least some negative impacts on trade in the short to medium-term. 
  

Langdale End tree planting 

Sheep grazing with arable land and farm buildings in the 
distance 
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One of the main risks of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit is that agricultural products will potentially be subject to 
heavy tariffs under the World Trade Organisation (WTO) rules that would then come into play, and 
this would impact heavily on both UK exporters and importers. Agricultural commentators fear 
that falling back to WTO rules would pose a significant risk to many UK agricultural producers, 
particularly in the sheep sector, and this could lead to wholesale re-structuring of the agricultural 
industry.  
 
Approximately £3.1 billion is currently paid annually to support British farming. Of this, over 80% is 
paid in the form of per-hectare payments for in effect owning and/or managing land. The 
remainder is paid as part of agri-environment and rural development schemes. The ‘Health & 
Harmony’ consultation paper proposed that, from 2019 onwards, direct payments to land owners 
would be phased out and replaced by payments for providing ‘public goods’. It envisaged that 
from approximately 2024 onwards the new ‘Payment for Public Goods’ scheme would be fully 
operational and all agricultural support would be channelled via this mechanism. At present it 
looks likely that some kind of ‘broad and shallow’ ‘broadly accessible’ scheme will be re-introduced, 
together with a ‘higher tier’ option for more comprehensive agreements or for land of high 
biodiversity value. 
 
The Agriculture Bill published in September 2018 confirmed the moving of support away from a 
‘basic payment’ scheme into one supporting the provision of ‘public goods’, including better air 
and water quality, improved soil health and increased public access. At present there are many 
unknowns relating to the new ‘public goods’ scheme, including the level of funding to be allocated 
to it, when it will become fully operational, land management options and payment rates. The 
Agriculture Bill (2018) has clarified that the ‘agricultural transition’ will run until 2027. 
 
The two separate but interlinked factors of trade and agricultural support mean that it is 
impossible to predict exactly what trading or support mechanisms will be in place in several years’ 
time. It is also very difficult to predict how farm businesses will adapt to the changing parameters 
within which they’re operating. Uptake of Countryside Stewardship is currently slow due to the 
perceived bureaucracy of the application process, delays with contracts and payments, and 
uncertainty about the future. 
 
All of the Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation Agreements will include a clause that will allow the 
North York Moors National Park Authority and Agreement Holder to vary the Contract, if a national 
environment scheme is developed or modified such as to create duplication. As a 10-year 
maintenance agreement is a requirement of the HLF-funded programme, this clause would only be 
invoked after the land manager had been accepted into a national scheme and appropriate, on-
going management/maintenance is assured.  
 
Opportunities 
 
 

• Use Heritage Conservation Agreements and 
advice to have a positive influence on landscape 
change resulting from the re-structuring of 
agricultural businesses in response to new trade 
arrangements 

• Have the option to vary contracts, giving 
flexibility to achieve the same or better land 
management outcomes at a reduced cost to HLF 
and the NYMNPA, as well as potentially extending 
the agreement period beyond the 10-year 
maintenance term minimum 

  

The view north from Caulkley’s Bank over  
the Vale of Pickering to the North York Moors 
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• Through its programme of works represent an important period of continuity in Ryedale, 
helping to build resilience for both the landscape and those working within it   

• Develop ways of working (bringing user groups together to form a community of interest) 
that will provide value beyond the scheme itself, offering organisations like Natural 
England a ready-made forum to discuss and test potential new approaches 

 

4.7  Land Management 
 
Land management in the scheme area is predominantly agriculture, game management and 
forestry. The scheme area has a distinctive pattern of land ownership and tenure, which influences 
how land and heritage features are managed. There is a high concentration of large estates, both in 
the upland and lowland parts of the scheme area, and there are many owner-occupied farms 
throughout the whole scheme area, often of relatively small size, particularly in the upland and 
upland fringes. 
 
Agriculture presents a number of risks to the area’s heritage. Habitat loss can occur as a result of 
cultivation, poor practice in herbicide use, grassland improvement, land drainage, overgrazing and 
removal of non-productive habitats such as hedgerows, scrub and copses. The wetlands, species 
rich grasslands and veteran trees of the area are particularly at risk. Loss of and damage to cultural 
heritage features can happen as a result of cultivation, erosion, scrub encroachment and 
unsympathetic siting of farm infrastructure. Poor practice and extreme weather events can result in 
pollution of watercourses by sediment, fertiliser, bacteria and agricultural chemicals. The large 
areas of sloping land and land used for potato production make this a particularly significant risk. 
Use of heavy machinery and over-stocking with sheep or cattle, especially on waterlogged soils, 
can degrade soil structure and cause soil compaction with consequent reduction in water filtration 
and storage capacities. This is a particular risk on the heavy soils in the upland fringe and river 
valleys of the area. Poor land management leading to loss of soil not only results in diffuse 
pollution but also the loss of a valuable resource for farmers, often creating a greater need to buy 
in and apply fertilisers.  
 
Risks associated with forestry and woodland management include potential negative impacts of 
harvesting forested areas, particularly sediment pollution of watercourses, lack of management of 
small semi-natural woodlands and increased commercial planting in response to demand for 
biomass.  
 
A substantial area of land is also managed for pheasant and grouse shooting. As with other forms 
of management this presents both opportunities and risks for local heritage. There are benefits to 
ground-nesting birds and selected habitats, and a continuation of traditional management 
practices and their contribution to cultural heritage. However non-target and protected species 
can be vulnerable to predator control activity, habitat and soil damage can result from intensive 
moorland burning and new infrastructure can have negative impacts such as run-off from new 
moorland tracks and their visual prominence in the landscape. 
 
The scheme area has a high concentration of traditional small livestock and mixed farms, which are 
often economically vulnerable and could be made more so by the dramatic structural and policy 
changes that Brexit might bring. Long-standing risks include an ageing farming population and 
lack of labour, and the need for farmers to supplement their income with off-farm work. This means 
there is often limited time and money to invest in heritage features on farm or in conservation 
work. These farms also have high dependency on support payments and agri-environment 
payments, as a percentage of their income, and are very vulnerable to changes in these support 
mechanisms. Where farms are tenanted this can also result in a lack of investment in non-
productive heritage features, this type of tenure could make negotiating and implementing 
agreements more complex. 
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Larger farms in the area may have higher availability of labour and stronger resilience in terms of 
financial fluctuations, but they also have higher costs and are still vulnerable to world market 
fluctuations. Whereas smaller farms in the area may be driven to maximise income from 
environmental schemes, larger farms may be under more pressure to become more competitive, 
with potential negative impacts on the environment such as hedge, tree and scrub removal. 
 
In the case of large estates, of which the area also has a high concentration, multi-generational 
management can present both risks and opportunities for natural and cultural heritage. For 
woodland and forestry, which need consistent long-term management objectives, this continuity 
can be very beneficial, but there can be situations where having long-standing practices can inhibit 
innovation or adoption of more environmentally sympathetic management. Estates in the area 
tend to carry out a range of land management and business activities which may make them more 
resilient in the face of changes to markets and government policies. 
 
Changes to agri-environment schemes and support payments could lead to potential agricultural 
abandonment, with associated issues of a decline in traditional skills, lack of maintenance and/or 
loss of traditional farm buildings, structures and field boundaries and potential scrub 
encroachment, or intensification (with associated issues of overstocking and erosion, loss of 
habitat and potential field boundary loss). Potential changes could however also include 
opportunities for landscape enhancement.  
 

Opportunities 
 

• Use Heritage Conservation Agreements to enhance and create habitats as well as 
protecting habitats at risk as a result of farm business change and economic pressure. 

• Offer agreements that will help to strengthen farmers’ ability to access post-Brexit 
payments which are likely to be focused on providing public goods, such as wildlife and 
flood management. Flexibility clauses will ensure that farmers are not disadvantaged by 
already being in an agreement when the new payments come into effect 

• Secure and deliver investment on tenant farms that might otherwise not happen by liaising 
between both estates and tenants and using funds to leverage contributions from either or 
both parties 

• Work at a larger scale through negotiations at estate level to address wildlife and habitat 
concerns 

• Deliver best practice events to help farms to embrace new or better practice and 
technologies that will benefit the environment, but also make farm business more efficient 
financially 

• Engage and re-engage farmers and land managers, to encourage learning and sharing of 
best practice in order to bring about environmental improvements in the Rye Catchment, 
reducing water pollution issues, improving resource protection, increasing biodiversity and 
alleviating flooding 

• Carry out water quality monitoring through citizen science activity, engaging land 
managers and using specialist core staff 

• Provide opportunities for connecting all who interact with the landscape to the rich variety 
of archaeology and cultural heritage present in the upper Rye in order to develop a greater 
appreciation and understanding of the river and its setting 

• Introduce the next generation to the complexities and sensitivities of river ecology and 
how rivers function, and improve understanding of the impact people have through their 
interactions with the river, will help inform how they can care for it in the future, bringing 
together key agencies to promote joint working and understanding 

• Work alongside local Facilitation Fund Groups to add value to what they do through 
delivery of Ryevitalise objectives 

• Bring farmers together through the project to help form informal networks and enable 
effective collaboration to support building resilience 



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      104 

• Test ideas and discuss emerging policy, providing input that might help influence future 
agri-environment schemes   

• Explore how shifts in our perception of landscapes and land use can act powerfully to 
reconnect people with the nature on their doorstep, to help to meet the intentions of 
reviving species abundance and diversity 

• Have wide-reaching engagement in the decision-making process to decide the most 
effective activities and locations for delivery  

• Work in partnership to make the best use of resources, both for organisations and farmers, 
providing the opportunity to avoid duplication and put a greater focus on landscape-scale 
delivery. The project and partnership provides an opportunity and vehicle for change 
which would otherwise not happen  

 

4.8  Lack of Awareness 
 
There is an increasing disconnect between people and the river. Livelihoods are generally no 
longer dependent on it for survival and most people have fewer daily interactions with the river. 
Healthy river ecology is reliant on a number of interwoven factors, with people mainly unaware of 
the effects that their actions can have. Mis-connections, where appliances are not correctly 
connected to the drainage system, result in them discharging directly into water courses, and 
poorly maintained septic tanks discharge into the local streams and rivers.  Increased risks of 
flooding and drought have also resulted in peoples’ perceptions of the river becoming increasingly 
negative, or not perceived as something they have influence or impact on.  
 
Opportunities 
 

• Raise awareness of homeowners’ and businesses’ responsibilities in relation to 
sewerage/septic tanks and water use and promote sustainable solutions. 

• Identify and deliver water level management interventions through community 
engagement and participation 

• Use citizen science projects to gather data, engage people and raise awareness 
• Enhance and promote access routes along the river, including circular and fully accessible 

routes  
• Provide virtual access to enhance familiarity with the river and its wildlife, particularly in 

areas sensitive to disturbance or unsuitable for public access 
• Provide engagement opportunities which highlight the importance of rivers, how they 

shape and influence the landscape, the wildlife and cultural heritage associated with them 
and how people can have a positive influence on rivers. This could include volunteering, 
training, learning opportunities, public events, workshops, screenings and temporary art 
events 

• Develop a programme of learning activities for schools and youth groups, including the 
wider engagement area, to introduce the next generation to river ecology and how rivers 
function, improve understanding of the impact people have on the river and how they can 
care for it in the future 

• Explore how shifts in our perception of landscapes and land use can act powerfully to 
reconnect people with the nature on their doorstep, to help to meet the intentions of 
reviving species abundance and diversity 

• Continue to develop wider appreciation of local issues learnt during the development 
phase  

• Bring together key agencies to promote joint working and understanding 
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4.9  Disconnected Habitats and Species Loss 
 
The Ryevitalise scheme area has a high concentration of sites protected for nature conservation 
and areas of priority habitats that support scarce species. A clear decline has happened within 
living memory, as evidenced from local people’s accounts of the area and historic records.  Farming 
policy changes, such as the Agricultural Act of 1937, brought about the improvement of pasture 
and meadow through ploughing and inputs, the draining of land, and the creation of farmland 
from moorland and other less productive areas. Further acts followed in the next four decades 
along with generous forestry grants, which saw large blocks of conifers emerge in the countryside, 
and a decline in the traditional mixed farm in favour of specialised units which required less labour 
and could deliver better returns. 
 
Farmland birds were hit particularly hard in the uplands such as Bilsdale, where arable land was 
replaced with productive grassland from the 1980s onwards, and there is still little in the way of 
overwinter seed food sources or alternative sources such as weed seeds. Ground-nesting birds and 
flowering plants were hit across the region by the advent of silage production which enabled early 
summer harvesting, but destroyed eggs and unfledged chicks and prevented plants from setting 
seed. Chemicals such as broadleaved herbicides rapidly reduced grassland diversity and 
organochlorine pesticides found their way into rivers and the food chain, poisoning river life and 
predatory birds. On the back of this was a large loss of invertebrate life through both lack of habitat 
and the use of pesticides. 
 
Although there have already been improvements since 1980, with the banning of harmful 
pesticides and the advent of agri-environment schemes, a large issue that remains is habitat 
fragmentation. Isolated pockets of good-quality habitat remain, along with areas where new 
wildlife habitat has been created, but without effective wildlife corridors through the surrounding 
landscape, the species within the habitat ‘islands’ are unable to spread and have limited genetic 
diversity. Fragmentation is also a risk to aquatic species; lamprey and Atlantic salmon that would 
naturally spawn in the River Rye are being prevented due to barriers, as well as water quality issues. 
 
The Alcathoe bat and the Rye’s other bat populations are under threat 
from degradation of the aquatic, riparian and adjacent terrestrial habitats, 
leading to reductions in the invertebrate  
species on which they, fish and many bird species feed. The lesser 
horseshoe bat has been lost from the area in living memory. The shortage 
and further loss of suitable roost sites is another threat, due to the 
removal of suitable trees and inadvertent losses through building works 
that fall outside the planning system. Their requirements are highlighted 
in the Bats Local Species Action Plan and several of the bats present are of 
national priority. 
 
The ancient and veteran trees that characterise the area are facing multiple threats, including poor 
tree management, damaging agricultural practices and poor site management where surrounding 
trees out-compete ancient trees. The area contains 1,903ha of woodland designated as Plantation 
on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS). The biodiversity value of these sites is under considerable 
threat due to the past effects of clearance with heavy machinery, the dense shade cast by closely-
grown conifers, and the smothering effects of layers of needles. Tree diseases (e.g. Phytophthora 
and ash-dieback) are present in the landscape, with alder and ash being at high risk. Accelerated 
clearance of larch and subsequent replacement with non-deciduous conifers represents a 
significant threat to the landscape character of the area, as well as to woodland ecology. 

 

 

Alcathoe bat - Cyril 
Schönbächler 
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Through consultations, a number of participants felt that the landscape does not need any 
intervention and is functioning effectively, which could be due in part to the view that 
conservation has featured more heavily on the farming agenda for the past 30 years. There was 
reticence to encourage more visitors to the area, and a perception that Ryevitalise is primarily 
concerned with economic gain through increasing the area’s appeal to the tourist market. There is 
limited understanding by some landowners as to the wider impact their actions have.   
 
The landscape we experience today is a ‘snapshot in time’ in an ongoing process of evolution. A 
range of pressures will continue to act, giving rise to spatial changes in character. This change can 
be both positive (strengthening existing character and special qualities) and negative (eroding 
character and special qualities). This process of landscape evolution is inevitable, but an 
understanding of the process and factors of change, combined with an assessment of the overall 
sensitivity of the landscape can inform appropriate policy and management, so that landscape 
character is conserved or enhanced. 
 
Perceptions of what constitutes rich biodiversity have adjusted over the course of time as 
abundance and diversity has decreased. This “diminished baseline” has desensitised people to the 
reality that although the landscape appears abundant, gradual erosion of biodiversity can lead to 
local extinction of species. Giving communities a wider appreciation of the degradation of the 
natural environment and the responsibilities as individuals to reverse this decline will be 
paramount to the success of the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership. 
 
Opportunities 
 
 

• Enable fish migration through the removal of barriers in the river or installation of 
structures that allow fish passage 

• Control Invasive Non Native Species (INNS), focusing on invasive plant species 
• Establish Heritage Conservation Agreements with land owners and managers to create 

new areas of priority habitat, particularly where they will support priority species and 
where they will create links between existing isolated habitats, restore existing areas of 
priority habitat and include measures to reduce sediment mobilisation and pollution of 
watercourses 

• Organise events and facilitate peer-to-peer learning for farmers to promote best practice in 
land, water, chemical and livestock management to reduce impact on the environment 
(e.g. protecting and improving soil structure and events with vets to promote best-practice 
use of wormers to reduce impacts on soil and aquatic invertebrates) 

• Develop a deeper knowledge of key native species, including Alcathoe bat and white-
clawed crayfish, educate, encourage and promote appropriate land management and 
habitat restoration, and develop action plans for protection 

• Use citizen science projects to gather data about species and habitats, especially where 
these can act as an indicator of the health of the environment (e.g. Riverfly monitoring). 
Involve farmers wherever possible 

• Encourage people to explore the Rye catchment, share their stories and hear from people 
who have lived and worked in it, thereby enabling people to better understand the 
catchment and how the river has shaped it 

• Highlight the importance of rivers and how they shape and influence the landscape and 
provide habitats for wildlife, by improving physical and virtual access to the river, and 
through volunteering and learning opportunities 

• Introduce the next generation to the complexities and sensitivities of river ecology and 
how rivers function,  improve understanding of the impact people have through their 
interactions with the river and how they can care for it in the future, bring together key 
agencies to promote joint working and understanding 
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• Explore how shifts in our perception of landscapes and land use can act powerfully to 
reconnect people with the nature on their doorstep, to help to meet the intentions of 
reviving species abundance and diversity 
 

4.10  Partnership Based Risks 
 
Successful delivery of the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership scheme is dependent on a strong 
Partnership. A lack of support and engagement in delivery from key partner organisations, 
stakeholders, community groups or parishes would result in the scheme being more dependent on 
others to fill the gap.  If there was overspend on particular delivery elements, this would 
consequently result in a reduction elsewhere in the delivery programme, or additional funding or 
resource would need to be identified or sourced. Changes in personnel and remit within partner 
organisations could create a lack of continuity in project delivery, delays and potentially a different 
approach being adopted. If some of the partners fail to support the scheme, specific project 
elements influenced by their input will be affected. 
 
Opportunities 
 

• Deliver community participation events throughout the scheme area, with the 
establishment of an annual Partnership Forum, enabling wide representation and 
participation 

• Prevent overspend through the constant monitoring of projects against the 
  delivery programme to enable early intervention 

• Entrench scheme principles and benefits in the organisations involved to mitigate against 
loss of momentum 

• Develop and maintain communications to further build positive relationships 
 

 
  



Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership

Purpose
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5. Purpose  
 

The previous sections of the LCAP provide the narrative for the River Rye, its heritage and 
importance, and describe what it is about the landscape that gives it a unique character. The risks 
and threats that face the landscape have also been outlined. This information and knowledge has 
informed the development of the vision, aims and objectives for the Ryevitalise Landscape 
Partnership scheme. Three complementary project delivery themes have been identified, as well as 
a cross-cutting theme to ensure effective delivery, management and monitoring of the overall 
programme. 
 

5.1 The Vision 
 

 

To conserve, enhance and restore the natural and cultural heritage of the area, 
enabling people to reconnect with the history, wildlife and landscape of the 
River Rye and its tributaries. 

 
 

Crystal clear. Brim-full of fish. Known and valued; a 
health bringer and restorer. Majestic in the flatlands 
and resplendent in the uplands. Wise in its fury and 
never ceasing in the drought. Holding in its 
watershed an earthly paradise of deafening 
birdsong and glorious human treasures.  Defeating 
bureaucratic boundaries; energising all residing in 
its communities; supporting farmers; welcoming 
visitors from near and afar. Reviving old memories 
and steeling all for action to protect it. Proud to 
define itself. Our Vision for Ryevitalise is to deliver 
this, forever. 

 

5.2 Aim and Objectives 
 

To deliver the vision which is the overall aim of Ryevitalise, the Partnership has identified three 
specific themes: 

 

Water Quality and Environment – working with land managers to improve the aquatic 
habitats of the Rye, and the rare and threatened species that the river and wider 
landscape supports; 
 

Water Level Management – harnessing natural flood processes to create a more 
naturally functioning river; and 
 

Reconnecting People – improving understanding of the river landscape by telling the 
story of its evolution and encouraging people to protect their heritage. 

 

 

  

Bat food: Thousands of insects dancing in the sun, 
River Rye near Helmsley 
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A fourth cross-cutting theme, Programme Management, will deliver the staffing, training and 
volunteering, and monitoring and evaluation elements. 

Through extensive consultation and collaboration, the partnership has identified ten objectives 
under these themes, which when delivered will secure a lasting and positive change. During the 
four-year delivery phase, Ryevitalise will: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nineteen complementary project elements have been identified and developed to deliver the 
vision and objectives within the three themes. The following sections outline the proposals for 
each of the themes and programmes, demonstrating how they will meet the aim and objectives for 
the scheme. Parts two and three of the LCAP provide much more detailed information on the 
individual project proposals. 

  

Improve water quality and natural function of the River Rye and its tributaries by reducing 
sedimentation and diffuse pollution from agriculture and rural land-use activities, and in turn, 
benefit aquatic species and the natural function of the river. 

 Develop a deeper knowledge of key native species, including Alcathoe bat and white-clawed 
crayfish, educate, encourage and promote appropriate land management and habitat 
restoration, and develop action plans for protection. 

Restore the Rye’s ancient habitats, including a unique approach to ancient woodland restoration 
focussing on water quality outcomes. 

 

1 

2 

 

3 

Engage and re-engage farmers and land managers, to encourage learning and sharing of best 
practice in order to bring about environmental improvements in the Rye Catchment, reducing 
water pollution issues, improving resource protection, increasing biodiversity and alleviating 
flooding. 

 

4 

Identify and deliver water level management interventions through community engagement 
and participation. 

 

5 

Provide opportunities for all who interact with the landscape to appreciate the cultural 
heritage present in the upper Rye to identify critical interventions to save it. 

 

6 

Explore how shifts in our perception of landscapes and land use can act powerfully to 
reconnect people with the nature on their doorstep, and help us to meet our intentions of 
reviving species abundance and diversity. 

 

7 

Encourage people to explore the Rye landscape, understand the history of the landscape, 
and the impact that the river has had on it, share stories, and introduce characters who have 
lived and worked in this landscape.  

 

8 

Highlight the importance of rivers and how they shape and influence the landscape and 
provide habitats for wildlife, by improving physical and virtual access to the river, and 
through volunteering and learning opportunities. 

 

9 

Introduce the next generation to the complexities and sensitivities of river ecology and how 
rivers function,  improve understanding of the impact people have through their interactions 
with the river and how they can care for it in the future, bring together key agencies to 
promote joint working and understanding. 

 

10 
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5.3 Water Quality and Environment 
 

 

Working with land managers to improve the aquatic habitats of the Rye, and the rare and 
threatened species that the river and wider landscape supports. 

 

Much of the Rye’s natural and cultural 
heritage is experiencing decline. In 
living memory iconic species have 
been lost, and the water environment 
is failing against environmental 
standards. There is a critical need to 
address this decline, and an urgent 
need to reconnect people to the river 
and its environment to secure its 
future.  

The following table demonstrates how the proposed activities within this theme will help achieve 
the scheme’s objectives. 

 

Action 
 

Scheme Objectives Delivered 
 

 

Work with land managers to develop 
Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation 
Agreements to enable long-term habitat 
improvements 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 

 

Develop  information packs to raise 
awareness of interconnected issues and  
promote best practice 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10 

 

Develop conservation volunteering 
opportunities including riparian 
restoration, tree planting and invasive 
species control 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

 

Develop an education resource with schools 
and partners 
 

 

2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Continue to survey and record species and 
habitats, engaging communities including  
through citizen science  
 

 

2, 3, 8, 9, 10 

 

Develop a scheme-wide action plan for 
Invasive Non Native Species (INNS) control 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 10 

 

Engage and re-engage farmers and land 
managers, to encourage learning and 
sharing of best practice through 
demonstration events 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 

 
  

Sedimentation -  photo by Wild Trout Trust 
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Riparian buffer strip; livestock excluded and a mix of 
broadleaved trees planted to stabilise vulnerable river banks  

Well established buffer strip either side of 
a small tributary of the river Rye 

Water Quality and Environment Theme Outcomes  
 

Heritage 
 

The main focus is to improve water quality by reducing sedimentation and diffuse pollution, 
restoring and enhancing habitats including riparian and in-channel restoration, and introducing 
fish easement works to create a more naturally functioning river. Sustainability will be achieved 
through the development of the Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation Agreements, which will detail 
measures to ensure habitats are better managed, and identified and recorded. The Agreements 
will include a minimum ten-year maintenance regime to ensure improved habitats are sustained to 
secure the lasting positive change necessary for natural heritage conservation. 

There is a rich variety of built heritage within the 
Ryevitalise area, as a result of past industry and 
interaction with the landscape. When restoring 
habitats, due consideration and consultation 
will be given where there is a potential impact 
on any built heritage to enable decisions on 
conservation measures to be informed and in 
the best interests of both built and natural 
heritage elements. 

 
Within the Partnership there is a wide-ranging set of skills 
and experience in heritage management, including Natural 
England and the Forestry Commission primarily concerned 
with the natural heritage; North Yorkshire County Council as 
the lead flood authority; Yorkshire Water and the 
Environment Agency concerned with water management; 
and English Heritage and the National Trust primarily 
concerned with the built heritage. Project elements have 
been developed with partners in response to the aim, themes 
and outcomes to ensure delivery is comprehensive and to a 
high standard, whilst also adding value through joint 
working. 
 

 
People 
 

Wider engagement and volunteering and training opportunities will help to ensure continuation of 
effective heritage management in the future. Ryevitalise will work in partnership with land 
managers to develop a comprehensive understanding of the issues and opportunities in delivering 
natural heritage conservation measures, to ensure these are addressed during the scheme lifetime. 
Steering groups for the uplands and lowlands farmers, recognising the different approaches and 
practices, have been established during the development phase and will continue to be 
developed, to secure continuation of measures beyond the delivery lifetime. 

  



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      112 

 

 

Communities 
 

In order to reverse the decline in biodiversity, 
engagement, awareness, delivery and sustainability all 
have to be achieved across a wide range of 
stakeholders, partners and the wider community, 
recognising that it will take decades to reverse the 
decline. The step changes in management established 
during the delivery phase of Ryevitalise need to be all-
encompassing and be permanent to secure a healthy 
functioning landscape for future generations. 

5.4 Water Level Management 
 

 

Harnessing natural flood processes to create a more naturally functioning river. 
 

 

The impact of recent national flood events, most recently witnessed in the December 2015 
Yorkshire and Cumbria floods, has further highlighted the need to combine new ways to manage 
flooding alongside traditional hard engineering measures. 

High profile national Natural Flood Risk Management 
(NFRM) projects such as Slowing the Flow at Pickering 
are producing tangible evidence of the impact of 
NFRM techniques on reducing flood-risk. The Rye 
Landscape partners were central in delivering the 
scheme and believe the hydrology of the Rye, the 
complementary nature of the North Yorkshire County 
Council Catchment Flood Management Scheme and 
considerable local and national interest means there is 
the opportunity to build on this success on a larger 
scale across the landscape area. 

 

 

Action 
 

Scheme Objectives Delivered  
 

 

Facilitate consultation events to identify 
and deliver water level management 
interventions 
 

 

4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Develop information packs to raise 
awareness of interconnected issues and  
promote best practice 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Develop volunteering opportunities 
including riparian restoration to raise 
awareness and appreciation of the 
complexities of water level management, 
tree planting and invasive species control 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2, 3, 5, 9, 10 

Oxbows near Sproxton 

 

 

 

Himalayan balsam clearance in wet woodland  
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Action 
 

Scheme Objectives Delivered  
 

 

Develop an education resource with schools 
and partners 
 

 

2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Continue to survey, record and monitor 
water levels  engaging communities 
including through Citizen Science  
 

 

4, 5, 9, 10 

 

Develop a scheme-wide action plan for 
Invasive Non Native Species control 
 

 

1, 3, 4, 9, 10 

 

Engage and re-engage farmers and land 
managers, to support delivery and raise 
awareness 
 

 

1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 
 

Water Level Management Outcomes 
 
Heritage 
 

The river environment will be better managed as a more balanced approach to water level 
management is achieved through encompassing natural processes and, in turn, reducing the 
impacts of purely hard engineering measures. 

Monitoring of natural flood risk management measures will continue beyond the four-year delivery 
programme, through building capacity and volunteering opportunities as part of the delivery 
phase, including invasive species control to reduce surface run-off and sedimentation. This is 
caused during seasonal die back where invasive species have displaced native species, presenting 
a monoculture and leaving areas of bare ground leading to river bank erosion. 

Water level management and river restoration elements will include 
highlighting the effects of climate change on the environment. 
Extremes in weather, including flooding and drought, and the benefits 
of combining both hard engineering and natural flood risk 
management measures when addressing flood risk will be explored 
and implemented. The interplay between the land and rivers will be 
explored and negative effects including increased surface run off and 
sedimentation addressed as part of Heritage Conservation 
Agreements. 
 
People 
 

The communities, land managers and people engaged will have learnt conservation skills through 
volunteering, as well as gaining an appreciation of the complexities of water level management,  
and will continue to be engaged in ongoing monitoring and conservation activities for continued 
natural flood risk management delivery.  
 
Communities 
 
The negative impacts of flooding will be reduced and more positive and proactive engagement 
with the river secured by those communities engaged. 
 

Beck running through the 
village of Gilling East 
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Junior Rangers River Day 

Stream sampling 

5.5 Reconnecting People 
 

 

Improving understanding of the river landscape by telling the story of its evolution and 
encouraging people to protect their heritage. 
 

 

There is a growing disconnect between people and 
sources of food, water, energy and material goods 
provided by locally and nationally significant natural 
heritage on people’s doorsteps. There is a need to engage 
children and adults in building knowledge and 
understanding of nature and the impacts that humans 
have on the environment. The environment underpins 
the economy of the Rye landscape area, through farming, 
forestry, tourism, recreation, and attracts people to invest, 
set up businesses and make the area their home.  
 
There is the opportunity to record the river’s untold story 
as we harness the community’s interest in the river, its 
past abundance and diversity and how this relates to the 
Rye’s current natural function and status. 

 

 

 
 

 

Action 
 

Scheme Objectives Delivered 
 

 

Provide volunteering opportunities 
including archaeological surveys and 
excavations 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Capture  multi-generational oral history to 
record memories of species abundance 
 

 

4, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Develop an education resource with schools 
and partners 
 

 

2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Engage audiences through workshops, 
public events, screenings and temporary 
art events that promote the landscape  
 

 

2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Provide training and participation in citizen 
science events, and ongoing monitoring 
opportunities through database recording 
 

 

2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 10 

 

Deliver a series of events and interpretation 
materials to support engagement and 
participation  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
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School activity 

Byland Abbey 

 

Action 
 

Scheme Objectives Delivered 
 

 

Develop and promote circular walking  
routes to increase access to the landscape, 
including a fully accessible circuit 
 

 

2, 6,8, 9 

 

Provide cross-curricula learning 
opportunities for the area’s schools, 
including the wider engagement area 
 

 

2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 
Reconnecting People Outcomes 
 

Heritage 
 

Many of the project elements delivered under the Reconnecting People theme will target 
engagement with key audiences identified during the development phase.  

Young people will be targeted in order to increase understanding about how they value and use 
the heritage, which will enable an integrated approach across generations in addressing the 
different needs and values of the landscape.  

People 
 

A comprehensive volunteering, training and events 
programme will be delivered through the scheme, enabling 
people to get involved in the evaluation, monitoring, 
conservation and management of a wide range of local 
heritage assets. This will include surveying for species, 
recording oral histories, and the practical delivery of access 
improvements and natural heritage conservation measures. 
All engagement will be supported by a full range of training to 
increase skills and leave a legacy of knowledge after the 
scheme ends. 

Engagement with schools, land managers, partner 
organisations and the wider community through both formal 
and informal education will enable a greater appreciation of 
the landscape, and how our actions impact on the 
environment, leading to positive informed interaction and 
management.  Informal learning will be through on-site 
interpretation to ensure a wide range of people are exposed 
to and subsequently engaged in the project. Formal training 
will be offered to volunteers and to apprentices who will work 
towards an NVQ Level 3 qualification. A graduate placement 

will provide the opportunity to increase knowledge in the practical application of conservation 
measures, through developing and implementing Ryevitalise Heritage Conservation Agreements. 
  



  
Ryevitalise Landscape Conservation Action Plan      116 

 
Guided River Walk Consultation  

 

 
Wordle capturing the issues and what is important 
about the landscape from community consultations 

Target Evaluation, Nunnington 
Consultation 

Communities 
 

Deprived and disconnected communities will be 
targeted, particularly from downstream of the 
Ryevitalise area, including Malton, Norton and York, in 
order to generate a better understanding of, and 
more balanced and sustainable approach to, water 
level management and habitat restoration. 

Disabled people will be consulted to enable a greater 
understanding of the barriers to engagement, and to 
incorporate actions to reduce these barriers. This will 
build on consultations with Autism Plus and the 
Disability Advisory Group during the development phase.  

A continuous monitoring and evaluation framework has been 
established to enable progress to be quantified and reviewed, 
and any improvements to be made quickly so as to lessen 
impacts on the overall delivery programme.  

The delivery phase will commence with a launch event open to 
all, followed by annual celebration and review events, providing 
participants with a comprehensive understanding of Ryevitalise, 
how to be involved and how to influence delivery. Regular 
updates will be provided through a bi-annual newsletter to all 
stakeholders, and supported through wider consultation and the 
events programme.  

5.6  Programme Management  
 

To enable effective delivery of the Landscape Conservation Action Plan for Ryevitalise, a staffing 
structure has been developed to ensure effective development and management of the 
programme. Fully inclusive community engagement and participation will be dependent on a 
strong core team of staff and an effective and engaged partnership structure, including training 
and volunteering opportunities. 

Formal training will be delivered through apprenticeships and a graduate placement. A co-
ordinated volunteer engagement programme will engage and raise awareness and enable 
ownership by participants. 

Monitoring and evaluation of the delivery 
programme throughout the four-year 
delivery phase of Ryevitalise will ensure the 
programme is delivering in line with the 
outputs and outcomes identified in the 
LCAP. The programme will also be 
responsive to need, ensuring key messages 
are understood and relayed, and that 
participants are confident their 
contributions are valued.  
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Tree guard removal at Plumpton Wood, Young 
Rangers 

 

Action 
 

Scheme Objectives Delivered 
 

 

Recruit staff to provide effective  project 
delivery and wide engagement and 
participation support 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Engage audiences through a launch event 
and annual celebration and review events 
to monitor and celebrate delivery progress 
 

 

2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Deliver volunteering, apprenticeships and 
graduate training 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Develop a continuous monitoring and 
evaluation framework to evaluate progress 
and make adjustments as necessary to 
allow for continuous improvement 
 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

 

Programme Management 
 
Heritage 
 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership hopes to deliver a number of different legacies from this 
scheme; there will be legacies for the landscape, for the people and communities engaged and for 
the partners. Staff employed through the scheme will bring new skills to the Partnership and help it 
to develop new ways of working and form new relationships with local communities and other 
organisations and groups.  

The Programme Manager will be responsible for the scheme’s legacy. They will work with the 
partners and the monitoring and evaluation consultant and seek ways to increase the impact and 
sustainability of the scheme once the delivery phase is complete. 
 
People 
 

The Programme Manager and the Programme Officer 
will be responsible for ensuring any contractors or 
external providers have the necessary skills to 
develop and deliver the project elements to a high 
standard. The staffing structure has been developed 
to ensure a cross-section of skills including education, 
volunteering and training, catchment restoration and 
programme management expertise. 

Training will be focused on the needs of individuals 
and targeted to support the effective delivery of the 
scheme, in order to increase the skill set of the partnership and ultimately secure the sustainability 
of the project elements delivered through Ryevitalise. 

Communities 
 
The delivery of a full and varied activities programme will enable a larger and wider range of 
people to have engaged with the rich array of natural cultural and built heritage. It will help with 
building capacity and understanding to enable continuation beyond the four-year delivery 
programme. 





Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership

Legacy
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Wordle showing how people would like to be involved in Ryevitalise 

6. Legacy 
 
Ryevitalise Legacy and Exit Strategy 
 
The Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership will deliver a number of different legacies; there will be 
legacies for the landscape, for the people and communities engaged and for the partners. The 
legacies will build on delivery of the 10 project outcomes and five programme outcomes that have 
been identified during the creation of the Monitoring and Evaluation framework in line with 
delivery of the three themes. The programme outcomes that the Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership 
is looking to achieve are:  
 

 

Programme outcomes 
 

 

Cross cutting 
programme outcome 

 
 

A more resilient and biodiverse landscape that will be better 
managed and in better condition. People will have learnt about 
landscape features, developed relationships and awareness to 
improve land management practice and water quality. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
People will be more 
engaged with heritage and 
the landscape, have 
volunteered time and 
developed skills. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Awareness and understanding what makes the Ryevitalise Area 
special will be increased amongst a wide range of individuals and 
local communities.  
 
 

More and different types of people and local groups will appreciate, 
and take positive care of the natural and cultural heritage of the 
Ryevitalise area with improved access for all. 
 
 

Participants have increased their skills and are motivated to find 
work in the heritage/land based sectors. There is an increase in the 
number of people gaining employment in the environmental, 
heritage and land based sector. 
 

 
Central to the success of Ryevitalise and the landscape partnership scheme will be building 
relationships with landowners and the local community. Improving relationships between 
landscape users and landscape managers will be a critical success factor in delivering the projects 
and achieving a legacy. 
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Legacy 
 

 

How this could be sustained 
 

 

Land Management 
 
 

Habitats are more resilient 
and biodiverse. 
 

 

Landowners enter into long term Conservation Agreements. 
 

Habitat restoration measures continue to improve water quality 
and reduce downstream flooding. 
 

 

Populations of key local 
species are supported 
through positive 
management. 
 

 

Better understanding of species requirements will inform long 
term land management schemes and targeting of funding. 
 

Management at a landscape scale to mitigate against climate 
change and flood risk. 
 

 

Move towards sustainable 
land management practices. 

 

Management plans and agreements with ongoing maintenance 
requirements where capital improvements have taken place. 
 

Groups of farmers working collaboratively to manage land and 
deliver public benefit. 
 

 

Relationships 
 
 

Improved understanding and 
relationships between 
different communities 
engaged. 
 

 

Mutual understanding between partners and stakeholders will 
increase through collaborative working. 
 

Look to continue Catchment Restoration role. 
 

 

People 
 
 

People have a stronger sense 
of place through engaging 
with the landscape. 

 

Community groups engaged through the scheme continue to 
deliver local projects. 
 

Local communities and visitors are empowered to explore and 
enjoy the area on their own. 
 

 

People will have gained skills 
and knowledge about the 
landscape. 

 

Ongoing volunteering opportunities and maintenance tasks to 
enable volunteers to continue to participate through partners. 
 

Schools maintain links with the North York Moors National Park 
and Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  for 
ongoing activities and projects. 
 

 

People value the landscape 
area and the benefits that it 
provides. 
 

 

Continuation of voluntary activity to maintain improvements. 
 
Increased offer and facilities for visitors to the area. 
 

 

The Partnership 
 
 

There will be an effective 
partnership that will look to 
continue work beyond the 
HLF funding. 

 

The 10 year management and maintenance plan will identify assets 
that need to be maintained protecting the investment of HLF and 
other partners. 
 

Achievements of the partnership will be captured and promoted to 
provide opportunities for securing further funding. 
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Community Consultation event at Nunnington Hall 

Exit Strategy 
 
Successful delivery of the scheme’s aims and 
objectives will increase the sustainability of 
managing the area’s landscape heritage in the 
future. It will strengthen the Partnership, so that it 
can continue to deliver the recommendations of 
this plan after the formal ending of the scheme. 
Staff employed through the scheme will bring 
new skills to the Partnership and help it to develop 
new ways of working and form new relationships 
with local communities and other organisations 
and groups.  
 
The Programme Manager will be responsible for the scheme’s legacy. In the second half of project 
delivery, they will work with the partners and the monitoring and evaluation consultant and seek 
ways to increase the impact and sustainability of the scheme once the delivery phase is complete. 
This will involve maintaining a high profile for the scheme and integrating activity and 
opportunities as they arise into local plans and regional strategies for the delivery of sustainable 
landscape management and heritage conservation. Embedding the scheme as a force for positive 
change will provide opportunities for further funding and for activity to continue once the delivery 
phase is complete.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The scheme will be delivered over a four-year period, with an additional six months allowed for 
completion of finances, reporting and the end of scheme evaluation. There will be a phased 
withdrawal of the scheme rather than an abrupt end, which will equip partners to carry on and 
sustain the positive contributions made by the scheme.  
  

Development of a Legacy Strategy 
 

The experience from other landscape partnerships that have completed the delivery 
phase suggests that as the scheme rolls out new legacy opportunities will come to light 
and some ambitions will prove to be unachievable. In light of this (and as 
recommended in the HLF report ‘Legacy Planning for Landscape Partnerships’) it is the 
intention of the Partnership to carry out a review of the legacy ambitions as a follow on 
from the observations and recommendations emerging from the mid-delivery review in 
the Summer 2021. 

A central output from the legacy review will be a formal Scheme Legacy Plan, which will 
need to be endorsed by the Partnership as a whole. The legacy plan will not only 
identify the sort of scheme wide and project legacy we hope to deliver, but will also 
identify actions which need to be undertaken before the end of the scheme in 
May/June 2023 to ensure that happens. The legacy plan, which will update some 
elements of this LCAP, will identify who needs to do what, and will – together with the 
findings from the mid-delivery evaluation review – act as a framework to build on the 
investment made through the Landscape Partnership Scheme and help secure 
resources for future work. 
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Farmers Update Meeting 

Consultations during the Development Phase 

The experience of other Landscape Partnerships 
suggests that the energy and focus provided by a 
scheme can create a momentum of its own, 
generating more partners, a greater 
understanding amongst local organisations of the 
importance of the landscape heritage, and a 
realisation of what can be achieved by working 
together in partnership.  

The Scheme Manager will seek to learn lessons from other Landscape Partnership Schemes across 
the country and apply successful legacy lessons to ensure the most effective next steps for the 
Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership Scheme.  

The Heritage Conservation Agreements will be in place for 10 years beyond the life of the HLF 
delivery phase, and will continue to be financially supported by the Authority for the first 6 years 
following the end of the delivery phase. As well as financial support, officers of the Authority will 
continue to support land managers for the duration of the agreement to ensure that the work 
undertaken through the project is maintained. This will involve a minimum of an annual site visit as 
well as virtual advice and support. 

The Ryevitalise scheme sets a precedent, with the Authority working closely with neighbouring 
Authorities to deliver a wide range of cross boundary conservation and engagement programmes 
reinforcing the landscape based approach to the delivery of the scheme. The Heritage 
Conservation Agreements that are delivered outside of the National Park Boundary will continue to 
be supported by the National Park Authority after the Ryevitalise project funding ends. This forms 
part of the partnership funding agreements with the Howardian Hills AONB and with Ryedale 
District Council as part of the ongoing legacy commitment for the project. The support will include 
continued ongoing financial contributions for the duration of the agreement and professional 
support and advice for land owners. 
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Proposed Project Outcomes and Their Relationship to Draft Scheme Outcomes 

Project Outcomes Draft Scheme Outcomes 

1  Improve water quality and natural function of the river Rye and its tributaries by reducing 
sedimentation and diffuse pollution from agriculture and rural land use activities, and in 
turn, benefit aquatic species and the natural function of the river. 

3  Restore the Rye’s ancient habitats including a unique approach to ancient woodland 
restoration focussing on water quality outcomes. 

4  Engage and re-engage farmers and land managers, to encourage learning and sharing of 
best practice in order to bring about environmental improvements in the Rye Catchment, 
reducing water pollution issues, improving resource protection, increasing biodiversity 
and alleviating flooding. 

A more resilient and biodiverse landscape 
that will be better managed and in better 
condition. People will have learnt about 
landscape features, developed relationships 
and awareness to improve land management 
practice and water quality. 

2 Develop a deeper knowledge of key native species, including alcathoe bat, educating, 
encouraging and promoting appropriate land management and habitat restoration, and 
developing action plans for protection. 

5 Identify and deliver water level management interventions through community 
engagement and participation. 

Awareness and understanding of what makes 
the Ryevitalise Area special will be increased 
amongst a wide range of individuals and 
local communities. 

6 Provide opportunities for all who interact with the landscape to appreciate the cultural 
heritage present in the upper Rye to identify critical interventions to save it. 

7 Explore how shifts in our perception of landscapes and land use can act powerfully to 
reconnect people with the nature on their doorstep, and help us to meet our intentions of 
reviving species abundance and diversity. 

8 Encourage people to explore the Rye landscape, understand the history of the landscape, 
and the impact that the river has had on it. To share stories, and to introduce characters 
who have lived and worked in this landscape. 

More and different types of people and local 
groups will appreciate, and take positive care 
of the natural and cultural heritage of the 
Ryevitalise area with improved access for all. 
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Project Outcomes Draft Scheme Outcomes 

10  Introduce the next generation to the complexities and sensitives of river ecology and how 
rivers function,  improving understanding  of the impact people have through their 
interactions with the river and how they can care for it in the future, bringing together key 
agencies to promote joint working and understanding. 

Participants have increased their skills and 
are motivated to find work in the heritage / 
land based sectors. There is an increase in the 
number of people gaining employment in 
the environmental, heritage and land based 
sector. 

9  Highlight the importance of rivers and how they shape and influence the landscape and 
provide habitats for wildlife, by improving physical and virtual access to the river, and 
volunteering and  learning opportunities. 

Cross cutting 
People will be more engaged with heritage 
and the landscape, have volunteered time 
and developed skills. 
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7. Sources of Information

Sources of Information Used 

Source/Appendix Title Author 

Environment Agency 
See the Environment Agency website and 
search for River Basin Management Plans 

Water for Life and Livelihoods Humber River 
Basin District River Basin Management Plan 

EA/DEFRA 

English Heritage 
Beadlam Roman Villa Statement of 
Significance 2009 

English Heritage 

English Heritage Byland Abbey Conservation Statement 2002 English Heritage 

English Heritage Byland Abbey 2008 Wildlife Audit TEP 

English Heritage 
Byland Abbey Inn Statement of Significance 
2009 

English Heritage 

English Heritage 
Helmsley Castle Conservation Statement 
2002 

English Heritage 
Yorkshire Region 

English Heritage 
See the English Heritage website and visit 
‘Teachers Resources’ in the ‘Learn’ area. 

Helmsley Castle Information for Teachers English Heritage 

English Heritage 
Asset Management Plan Project Survey 
Helmsley Castle Statement of Significance 

English Heritage 

English Heritage 

Rievaulx Abbey Rye Valley, North Yorkshire 
An Archaeological Survey of the Landscape 
Evidence Using Low- Level Aerial Imagery 

Nick Hannon 

English Heritage 
Survey Statement of Significance Report No 
521 Rievaulx Abbey 

English Heritage 

English Heritage 
Water and Sewerage Industries: Monuments 
Protection Programme Step 3 Report for 
English Heritage 

Trueman, M. Trent 
and Peak 
Archaeological Unit 
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Source/Appendix Title Author 

Ryedale District Council 
The Ryedale Biodiversity Action Plan A 
Consultation Document 

Ryedale District 
Council on behalf of 
Ryedale Biodiversity 
Steering Group 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘How the Authority 
Works’ in the ‘About Us’ area. 

North York Moors National Park Authority 
Business Plan and 2017 Management Plan – 
Amendment Sheet 

NYMNPA 

Uplands Management Group 
See ‘Heather & Grass Burning’ in ‘View 
Documents’ 

The Heather and Grass Burning Code 2007 
Version 

DEFRA 

North Yorkshire County Council 
See democracy.northyorks.gov.uk  
Howardian Hills AONB 
5 November 2012 
08 Visitors and Users Survey.pdf 

Howardian Hills Visitors & Users Survey 2012 
Bowles Green 
Limited 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘Evidence Base’ within 
‘Policies and Plans’ under ‘Planning’ 

North York Moors Landscape Character 
Assessment (2004) 

White Young Green 

North Yorkshire County Council 
See North Yorkshire County Council 
website and visit ‘Flooding’ under 
‘Environment and Waste’  

Local Flood Risk Strategy NYCC 

Howardian Hills AONB 
North Yorkshire’s vegetation: a review of 
Local Wildlife Site data. A report for North 
Yorkshire SINC Panel March 2017. 

North Yorkshire 
SINC Survey 
Steering Group 
Supporting 
organisations 
included North 
Yorkshire County 
Council, Natural 
England, the 
Environment 
Agency and 
Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust 
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Source/Appendix Title Author 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘See and do’ within 
‘Visiting’ 

Out and About Guide 
NYMNPA 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘Guided walks and 
experiences’ within ‘Walking’ under ‘Enjoy 
outdoors’ under ‘Visiting’ 

A Breath of Fresh Air Guided Walks 
Programme 

NYMNPA 

English Heritage 
Vale of Pickering Statement of Significance English Heritage 

Howardian Hills AONB 

The Howardian Hills Landscape, Cobham 
Resource Consultants, Countryside 
Commission, 1995 

Cobham Resource 
Consultants 

NYMNPA Library 
Water from the Moors; The Life and Works of 
Joseph Foord 

Isabel Anne McLean 

NYMNPA Library 
Eight Centuries of Milling in North East 
Yorkshire 

John K Harrison 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for Indices of 
Multiple Deprivation 2015 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation 

NYMNPA Library Mazes and Labyrinths in Great Britain 
John Martineau 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for National 
Park: 8-point plan 

National Parks: 8-point plan for England 
(2016 to 2020) 

DEFRA 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for English 
National Parks 2010 

English national parks and the broads: UK 
government vision and circular 2010 

DEFRA 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for National 
Planning Policy 

Revised National Planning Policy Framework, 
published 24 July 2018 

Ministry of Housing, 
Communities & 
Local Government 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for 25 Year 
Environment Plan 

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve 
the Environment 

DEFRA 
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Source/Appendix Title Author 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for River 
basin management plans 2015 

Humber river basin district river basin 
management plan etc 

Environment 
Agency 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘How the Authority 
Works’ in the ‘About Us’ area. 

Business Plan 2017-2020 
North York Moors 
National Park 
Authority 

Howardian Hills AONB 
See the Howardian Hills website and visit 
‘Library’ 

AONB Management Plan 2014-19 

The new Management Plan is expected to be 
adopted spring 2019 

Howardian Hills 
AONB 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘Policies and Plans’ 
under ‘Planning’ 

The Core Strategy and Development Policies 
(2008) 

The new Local Plan is expected to be adopted 
early 2020 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Authority 

North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
See the North York Moors National Park 
website and visit ‘Policies and Plans’ 
under ‘Planning’ 

Helmsley Plan (2015) 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Authority and 
Ryedale District 
Council 

Natural England 
See webarchive.nationalarchives.gov uk 
and search for Natural England - 
Yorkshire and the Humber Green 
Infrastructure 

Yorkshire and the Humber Green 
Infrastructure Mapping Project Natural England 

HHAONB/RDC 
The River Rye, Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation – SINC report 

Bullen Consultants, 
Bradford in 1999 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for Future for 
food, farming and the environment 

Health and Harmony: The Future for Food, 
Farming and the Environment in a Green 
Brexit 

DEFRA 

NYMNPA library 
Picture Guide to the Wild Flowers of North 
East Yorkshire by 

Nan Sykes. 2008 

See Appendices 
Ryevitalise Fish Easement Feasibility Study 
and Options Appraisal 

EnviroCentre Ltd 

See Appendices 
Ryevitalise In-channel Obstacle Feasibility 
Study and Prioritisation Report 

EnviroCentre Ltd 
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Source/Appendix Title Author 

Available online 
Upstream Thinking peatland restoration 
factsheet 

South West Water 

Available online Culm Grasslands Project Devon Wildlife Trust 
Available online Veteran Tree Initiative – Veteran Trees Natural England 
Available online Ancient Trees Inventory Woodland Trust 

Available online National Forestry Inventory 
Forestry 
Commission 

Available online Forestry Statistics 2018 
Forestry 
Commission 

Available online Research for CEH available on Research Gate 
Reynolds, Centre for 
Ecology and 
Hydrology 

Biodiversity Partnership for Ryedale, 
Scarborough and the Howardian Hills 
connectingfornature.workpress.com 

English Heritage 
An archaeological assessment of earthworks 
at Byland Abbey, 
North Yorkshire 

English Heritage 

English Heritage Rievaulx Abbey 2008 Wildlife Audit TEP 

Forestry Commission 2017 Veteran Tree Survey – Deer Park 
Treescapes 
Consultancy Ltd 

Forestry Commission, NYMNPA, 
Woodland Trust and Natural England 

Existing veteran tree data Various 

Group records Existing bat data 
North Yorkshire Bat 
Group 

British Ecological Society Journals 
See besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com 

Dallimer, M, Tinch, D, Acs, S, Hanley, N, 
Southall, HR, Gaston, KJ, Armsworth, PR 
(2009) 100 years of change: examining 
agricultural trends, habitat change and 
stakeholder perceptions through the 20th 
century. Journal of Applied Ecology, Volume 
46, Issue 2. 

Dallimer, M, Tinch, 
D, Acs, S, Hanley, N, 
Southall, HR, 
Gaston, KJ, and 
Armsworth, PR 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee UK BAP priority species and habitats JNCC 
Natural England 
designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk 

SSSI citations Natural England 

Non Native Species Secretariat Website 
Species Information: Management and 
Guidance 

Non Native Species 
Secretariat 

NYMNPA for extracts 
Time-Integrated Mass Samplers/Fine 
sediment dynamics/Tubidity 
record/Sediment data Durham University 

M Perks 

NYMNPA Library Turner in Yorkshire York City Art Gallery 

NYMNPA library 
Helmsley Heritage: Round the Rye, Helmsley 
Heritage Project 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Authority 

NYMNPA library 
North York Moors National Park 
Management Plan 2012 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Authority 

Publication Rivers, British Wildlife Collection Volume 3 Holmes and Raven 

Publication The Scottish Rivers Handbook 
Centre for Expertise 
for Waters 
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Source/Appendix Title Author 

Ryevitalise LPS Updated Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
Haycock and Jay 
Associates Ltd 

Ryevitalise LPS Riparian Corridor Surveys 
The Wild Trout 
Trust, Haycock and 
Jay Associates Ltd 

Ryevitalise LPS 

Improving our understanding of the 
distribution and status of bats within the 
Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership Scheme 
area 

British Trust for 
Ornithology 

Ryevitalise LPS 
2018 Peatland Survey and Peatland 
Restoration Plan 

Yorkshire Peat 
Partnership 

Ryevitalise LPS 
White-clawed crayfish survey and ark site 
feasibility study 

Haycock and Jay 
Associates Ltd 

Ryevitalise LPS 

Options appraisal and feasibility study of 
four large in-channel obstacles (barriers); 
Ness, Duncombe Park, Shaken Bridge and 
Low Mill and Feasibility study, prioritisation 
and costings report of all identified in-
channel obstacles  

EnviroCentre 

Ryevitalise LPS 2017 Access Improvement Feasibility Study Walk Unlimited 

Ryevitalise LPS 
Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites 
(PAWS) Surveys and Assessment 

RDI Associates Ltd 

Ryevitalise LPS 
2018 Interpretation Strategy and Audience 
Development Plan 

Wildfowl & 
Wetlands Trust 
(Consulting) 
Limited 

Ryevitalise LPS Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 
Countryside 
Training 
Partnership 

Ryevitalise LPS 2018 Habitat survey - Hollin Hills Bog 
Haycock and Jay 
Associates Ltd 

Ryevitalise LPS 2018 Site surveys for vulnerable butterflies 
Butterfly 
Conservation 

See Top 10 Trails website 
Search for Cleveland Way Plan 

National Trails - Cleveland Way Action Plan 

UK Government 
See www.gov.uk and search for Derwent 
catchment flood management plan 

Derwent: Catchment Flood Management 
Plan: Summary report and Post adoption 
statement 

Environment 
Agency 

Cambridge University Press 
See www.cambridge/org/core/books 

Hilding-Rydevik, T., Moen, J., & Green, C. 
(2017). Baselines and the Shifting Baseline 
Syndrome – Exploring Frames of Reference 
in Nature Conservation. In C. Crumley, T. 
Lennartsson, & A. Westin (Eds.), Issues and 
Concepts in Historical Ecology: The Past and 
Future of Landscapes and Regions (pp. 112-
142). Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Hilding-Rydevik, T., 
Moen, J., & Green, C. 

www.psi.org.uk 
Social Research Evidence to Inform 
Natural Environment Policy: Reports 
and Annex 

Lock, K. and Cole, L. (2011) Public Perceptions 
of Landscapes and Ecosystems in the UK. A 
report to the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs. Land Use Consultants 

Lyndis Cole, 
Principal, Land Use 
Consultants, Bristol 
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Source/Appendix Title Author 

Yorkshire Derwent Catchment 
Partnership 

YDCP Catchment Management Plan 
Yorkshire Derwent 
Catchment 
Partnership 

Yorkshire Derwent Catchment 
Partnership 

Invasive non-native species 
report and control strategy 

Yorkshire Derwent 
Catchment 
Partnership 

Yorkshire Invasive Species Forum Primary depository for INNS data 
Yorkshire Invasive 
Species Forum 
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Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership

Scheme 
Summary





8. Summary of Project Plans
8.1 Project and Lead Organisation 

Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership Scheme – Project Summaries 

Theme Project Number Project Name Lead Partner 

Water Quality and Environment; Working with land managers to improve the 
aquatic habitats of the Rye, and the rare and threatened species that the river 
and wider landscape supports 

WQE01 Habitat Restoration and 
Water Quality 

Natural England, Environment Agency 

WQE02 A More Natural River Environment Agency  

WQE03 Small and Tall: The Rye’s 
Bats and Ancient Trees 

Forestry Commission with support 
from John Altringham 

WQE04 Saving the White-Clawed 
Crayfish 

North York Moors National Park, 
Environment Agency  

WQE05 Wooded Wonders: 
Restoring the Rye’s Ancient 
Woodland 

Forestry Commission, Howardian Hills 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
North York Moors National Park 

WQE06 Invasive Non-Native 
Species (INNS) Control 

Yorkshire Derwent Catchment 
Partnership, North York Moors 
National Park 

WQE07 Working with Farmers Natural England  

Water Level Management; Harnessing natural flood processes to create a more 
natural functioning river 

WL01 Water Level Management North Yorkshire County Council, 
Environment Agency 
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Ryevitalise Landscape Partnership Scheme – Project Summaries 

Theme Project Number Project Name Lead Partner 

Reconnecting People; Telling the story of the river’s evolution, encouraging 
people to protect their heritage; promoting volunteering opportunities 

RP01 Rediscovering the Rye North York Moors National Park, 
North Yorkshire County Council 

RP02 From Memory to Action –  
The Paradise Initiative 

Independent, North York Moors 
National Park 

RP03 Citizen Science Framework 
including Riverfly 
Monitoring 

North York Moors National Park, 
Environment Agency 

RP04 Interpretation including 
Digital Rye and The Rye in 
Miniature 

North York Moors National Park, 
Yorkshire Derwent Catchment 
Partnership, Forestry Commission, 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 

RP05 Routes Along the Rye North York Moors National Park, tbc 
North Yorkshire County Council 

RP06 Upstream, Downstream 
Schools Programme 
including Trout in the 
Classroom 

North York Moors National Park, 
Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty – develop framework 

RP07 River Rangers National Trust, Angling Clubs, North 
York Moors National Park  

RP08 Events and Promotion North York Moors National Park 

Cross-Cutting and Programme Management PM01 Staffing and Associated 
Budgets 

North York Moors National Park 

PM02 Training and Volunteering North York Moors National Park 

PM03 Evaluation and Monitoring North York Moors National Park 
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  Water Quality 
  and 
  Environment

  Cross-cutting  
  and 
  Programme 
  Management

  Reconnecting 
  People

  Water Level 
  Management 

  WQE02 A More Natural River

    WQE01 Habitat Restoration and Water Quality

  WQE03 Small and Tall: The Rye’s Bats and Ancient 
  Trees

  WQE04 Saving the White Clawed Crayfish

  WQE05 Wooded Wonders: Restoring the Rye’s 
  Ancient Woodland

  WQE06 Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) 
  Control

  WQE07 Working with Farmers including Domestic 
  Advice and Awareness

  WL01 Water Level Management

  RP01 Rediscovering the Rye

  RP02 From Memory to Action - The Paradise 
  Initiative

  RP03 Citizen Science Framework including Riverfly 

  RP04 Interpretation including Digital Rye and Rye
  in Miniature

  RP05 Routes Along the Rye

  RP06 Upstream, Downstream Schools Programme 
  Including Trout in the Classroom

  RP07 River Rangers

  RP08 Events and Promotion

 PM01Staffing and Associated Budgets

  PM02 Training and Volunteering

 PM03 Evaluation and Monitoring

  Riparian and in-channel habitat restoration and fish easement 
  works, to create a more natural functioning river

  Improve water quality by reducing sedimentation and  diffuse
  pollution, and restore and enhance habitats.  Working with 
  land managers undertaking a catchment based approach, 
  offering support through Conservation Agreements

  Surveying and understanding bat species requirements to 
  help ensure survivial. Educate people about the species, links   
  to ancient tree and encouraging appropriate land managment

  Action plan to ensure the species survival, including 
  implementing  ark sites

  Restoration of the Rye’s ancient woodland, creating well 
  connected habitats to benefit key species, improve habitat 
  quality and resilience against climate change and flood risk

  Targeted strategy for reducing INNS from the top of the 
  catchment down, prioritising areas of bank erosion 
  contributing to sedimentation of the river

  Demonstration, best practice and advice programme

  Engaging and educating local communities in NFM measures,  
  alongside engineering solutions

 Archaeological research activities, identification of sites, 
  recording, excavation and promotion of findings

  Positive changes in people’s perception of place lead to 
  positive impacts and value shifts. Empowering people in the 
  area to imagine a diverse natural landscape through a broad 
  engagement programme

  Communities, interest groups, children and visitors involved 
  in observing, surveying and monitoring their local 
  environments, captured in a wider monitoring framework

 Audience Development Plan and Interpretation to identify key 
  audiences and deliver wide engagement and key messages to   
  tell the engaging story of the river

  Riverside access at five key sites within the scheme area, 
  including interpretation and destination points where full 
  access for those with mobility issues is not possible to improve 
  experiences

  Education programme to provide cross-curricula learning 
  opportunities for the areas schools

  Introducing the next generation to the complexities and 
  sensitivities of how rivers function

  Leading on from the Audience Development Plan and 
  Interpretation Strategy, an Activities Programme of events  
  will be delivered to promote and engage people in the 
  different aspects of Ryevitalise

  To ensure maximum engagement and involvement in the four 
  year programme

  Volunteer involvement is a central element of many 
  Ryevitalise projects

  To ensure the delivery activities are responsive to need, 
  lessons are learnt and people know what had been achieved

 H1, P1, P2, P3, H2, H2i, C1, C1ii

 H1, P1, P2, P3, H2, H2i, C1, C1i,C1ii

 H1, P1, P2, P3, H2, H2i, C1ii

 H1, P1, P2, H2, C1, C1ii

 H1, P1, P2, P3, H2, H2i, C1, C1i, C1ii

 H1, P1, P2, P3, H2, H2i,C1, C1ii, He

 P1, P2, C2, H3 ,P1i

 H1, P1, P2, P3, H2, H2i, C1, C3, C3i

 C2, P1, P1i, P2, P3, H3

 C2, C2i, H3, P1, P1i, P2, P3

 P1, P1i, P2, P3, C2, H3, H3i

 C2, C2i, C3, H1, P2

 H1, H2, C3, C2, C2i, P1, P1i, P2, P3

 P1, P1i, P2, C2, C3

 P1, P1i, P2, P3, C2, C3, H1, H2

 P1, P2, C2, C3

 H1, P1, P1i

 P1, P1i, P2, P3, C2, C1, C3, H1

 H1, H3

Themes Projects Delivery HLF OutcomesVision

KEY

C1    Reduced Environmental Impacts
C i    Reduced Pollution
C11 Conservation
C2   More People Engaged
C2i   Interpretation and Access
H1   Better Managed
H2   Better Condition
H2i  Habitat Improvements
H3   Identified/Recorded
H3i  Area Mapping and Modelling
P1   Developed Skills
P1i  Training and Education
P2   Learnt About Heritage
P3   Volunteered Time

8.2 Matrix of Projects



 

 

 

8.3 Overall Scheme Timetable 
 

  

June 2019-May2020  June 2020-May2021  June 2021-May2022  June 2022-May2023  
            

Project 
Number 

Project Name 

 Q1  Q2 Q3  Q4   Q1 Q2  Q3  Q4  Q1  Q2  Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 
WQE01 Habitat Restoration and Water Quality 

                                
WQE02 A More Natural River 

                                
WQE03 Small and Tall: The Rye’s Bats and Ancient 

Trees                       
WQE04 Saving the White-Clawed Crayfish 

                      
WQE05 Wooded Wonders: Restoring the Rye’s 

Ancient Woodland                       
WQE06 Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) Control 

                                
WQE07 Working with Farmers  

                                
WL01 Water Level Management 

                                
RP01 Rediscovering the Rye 

                                
RP02 From Memory to Action: The Paradise 

Initiative                                 
RP03 Citizen Science Framework including Riverfly 

Monitoring                                 
RP04 Interpretation including Digital Rye and The 

Rye in Miniature                                 
RP05 Routes Along the Rye 

                                
RP06 Upstream, Downstream Schools Programme 

including Trout in the Classroom                                 
RP07 River Rangers 

                                
RP08 Events and Promotion 

                                
PM01 Staffing and Associated Budgets 

                                
PM02 Training and Volunteering 

                                
PM03 Evaluation and Monitoring 
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