
Update on the Growth and Infrastructure Bill 

The Bill was presented to parliament on 18 October and sets out a number of reforms aimed 
at improving the delivery of infrastructure, speeding up the carrying out of development and 
the compulsory purchase of land. The Bill also makes provisions for when rating lists are to 
be complied and about the rights of employees of companies who agree to be employee 
owners. As the proposals are in a Parliamentary Bill they are not subject to public 
consultation but will progress through the various stages of the House of Commons and 
House of Lords. 
  
The Government wants 90% of people to have access to super-fast broadband and is 
investing £530million to take broadband to rural areas. The Bill aims to remove planning ‘red 
tape’ to help facilitate the development of broadband infrastructure. Section 11A of the 
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 says that in exercising or performing 
any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in a National Park, any relevant authority 
shall have regard to National Park purposes. The Growth and Infrastructure Bill proposes to 
make changes to this requirement so that the Secretary of State is no longer required to 
have regard to National Park purposes when making regulations under the Communications 
Act 2003 for a period of 5 years. Although it is not explicit within the Bill itself, a press 
release issued by DCMS in September states that the government intends to remove the 
requirements for prior approval for broadband infrastructure except for where it is located in 
a SSSI. Officers support the Government’s aims to improve accessibility to broadband 
services but have concerns about the shift in emphasis away from National Park purposes 
without having any details of what regulations are likely to be made by the Secretary of State 
in relation to communications.   
 
A comprehensive response to the Bill has been prepared by ENPAA which has been 
obtained by the national press and a number of national and regional newspapers have 
covered this issue with an emphasis on the potential harm to nationally protected 
landscapes. 
 
Other significant proposals contained in the Bill will provide developers with the option of a 
fast track application process through the Planning Inspectorate instead of the Local 
Planning Authority which will be determined within 12 months. The Bill specifies that the 
Secretary of State will have to publish the criteria that are to be applied in terms of both the 
criteria for designated Authorities and the types of development it will apply to. The CLG 
note that accompanied the publication of the Bill suggested that such applications would 
include ‘economically essential development, like manufacturing plants or big leisure parks’. 
While Minister’s discussions on the Bill suggest that the designation will apply to poorly 
performing authorities. This proposal could mean that major planning applications in the 
North York Moors may no longer be dealt with by the National Park Authority. If the Bill goes 
ahead it is likely to have significant financial implications for authorities which are 
designated, as planning fees would be paid to the Secretary of State instead of the Local 
Planning Authority, but the administrative costs involved in consultation and administration of 
the application would have to be met by the LPA.  
 
Also included in the Bill are provisions to allow for affordable housing provision in S106 
agreements to be re-negotiated where the agreements are now economically unviable. The 
National Park Authority has not agreed any affordable housing provision through S106 
agreements and therefore this change will have little impact on the Authority. The Bill also 
limits the information which is required by Local Planning Authorities to determine planning 
applications, by stating that they may only require details of matters where they are likely to 
be a material planning consideration.  
 



Other changes set out in the Bill will enable rights of way orders and stopping up orders to 
be considered alongside planning applications instead of at the end, which will speed up the 
development process. The Bill also aims to prevent the misuse of town and village green 
applications that can undermine planned development by preventing new applications after a 
planning application has been submitted. These measures are supported by Officers as they 
will streamline the application process and help deliver development.  
 


