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 Management of Bransdale Estate – Update on Joint Working and Discussions 
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To inform Members of the joint working that has taken place between the Bransdale 
 Estate and the National Park Authority since July 2012.   
 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1  Members will recall that discussions took place with representatives of the Bransdale 

Moorland estate during the summer of last year specifically in relation to the proposal 
to increase the standing water on the moorland by creating a number of small lined 
ponds. Although a proportion of ponds were actually created, a report to Members at 
the July 2012 Planning Committee concluded that the ponds did not have an impact on 
the status of the protected moorland and in a number of respects were actually 
beneficial. Consequently, although the Authority had previously resolved that such 
works, cumulatively constituted ‘development’ in the planning sense, there was no 
imperative to pursue a retrospective application or need for significant remedial 
measures. 
 

2.2  In concluding this, Members requested officers to work jointly with estate managers to 
reach a better understanding of the potential infrastructure requirements for moorland 
management across a range of issues and the role of planning and the Authority 
generally in this process. 

 
3.  Joint Working 
 
3.1  The National Park Authority coordinated a meeting of landowning and shooting 

interests together with Highways Authority and Natural England on 21 December. It 
was a highly productive meeting which dealt constructively with a range of issues and 
agreed some positive actions. One of the primary concerns of all parties was the 
dangerous condition of some unsurfaced, unclassified roads on the estate. On this it 
was agreed that the Highways Authority would (subject to formal inspection) consider 
the use of emergency temporary closure to protect the most damaged routes and 
users for a period whilst a more permanent solution was developed. Discussions also 
focussed on signage and on fire prevention on which a joint approach was agreed. 

 
3.2  In relation to ponds, discussions have recently started concerning proposals on other 

parts of the Estate. It is the intention to create ponds similar to those previously 
constructed on Rudland Rigg, which are very small features of around 2msq at 
intervals along the side of the tracks. Provisional areas for these ponds have been 
identified with more detailed siting to be agreed with Authority officers. The intention 
is to assess these for archaeological and ecological sensitivity so that damage can 
be avoided or mitigation such as an archaeological watching brief can be put in 
place. This process has also involved Natural England, as SSSI consent will be 
required. Any planning requirements or implications of these works will need to be a 
separate consideration and Members will be informed of this in due course.  
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 A first draft of a potential guidance leaflet on ponds and planning has been produced 
by officers and will be discussed with interested parties. 

 
9. Recommendation 
 
9.1 That: 
 
 Members note the positive discussions that have taken place between the Authority 
 and Moorland Estate owners and actions proposed to address the issues covered in 
 the report.  
 
 
Contact Officer 
Chris France 
Director of Planning 
Tel No 01439 772700 
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