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North York Moors National Park Authority 
Planning Committee Site Visit 

 
Public minutes of the site visit held at Head House Farm, Hartoft on Friday 1 September 2017 at 
11.00am 
 
 
Present: Mrs J Frank (Deputy Chair), Mr M Bowes, Mrs E Dent, Mr C Pearson 
 
Apologies: Mr J Walker, Mrs C Patmore 
 
National Park Authority Officers:  Chris France (Director of Planning),  

Mrs J Bastow (Senior Planning Officer) 
 

Others:  Mr A Pearman (Applicant) 
 
NYM/2017/0326/FL Construction of front extension, 2 storey rear extension together with 
alterations to windows at Head House Farm, Hartoft 
 
The deputy Chair of Planning opened the meeting at 11.05 on site and the Director of Planning, 
Chris France outlined the details of the proposal. He drew members attention to what appeared to 
be a slight discrepancy in the proposed elevations regarding the ridge height of the extension and 
advised officers would seek clarification prior to the next Planning Committee meeting. He then set 
out the reasons for the Site Visit which were to fully understand the relationship of the proposed 
two-storey rear extension with the neighbouring property in terms of potential for overlooking and 
overshadowing of their amenity space, and to assess the impact of the front single storey 
extension on the character of the property and its setting in the wider landscape. He advised that 
prior to the meeting he and the case officer, Jill Bastow, had travelled along the road north through 
Hartoft and confirmed that the property was not visible from the road being screened by the 
woodland along the roadside and also the small copse immediately to the west of the application 
property and its adjoining neighbour. 
 
Members first viewed the property from the elevated land to the rear where they were able to see 
the small windows on the rear elevation of the neighbouring property and the small area of amenity 
space that potentially would be affected by the proposal. It was noted that there are already a 
number of self-seeded trees in the application site already causing some overshadowing of this 
amenity space. Chris France established that the extension would lie to the southeast of the 
neighbouring property and that the neighbour’s small rear garden faced northeast; he confirmed 
that it was unlikely to get much direct sunlight given the orientation of the two properties. Members 
sought clarification on how far out the extension would project and the applicant was able to mark 
this on the ground. He also advised Members that given the rising land to the rear of the property 
the ground floor of the proposed extension would form a retaining wall and that from the rear the 
first floor of the extension would be at ground level. 
 
Members then moved to the front of the property to view the position of the proposed single storey 
extension. Some discussion took place between members as to the age of the property and 
whether it had originally been a single property that had more recently been subdivided or whether 
it had been built as a farmhouse with workers accommodation adjoining. Chris France reiterated 
that there were no long distance views of the property owing to the effective screening by the small 
copse of trees lying to the west. Members also requested confirmation as to whether the Authority 
had given consent to the neighbours uPVC conservatory to the front elevation but the case officer 
did not have this information available. 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 11.30 
 
 
Jill Bastow 
Senior Planning Officer 


