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ORLA
the Alienand how she came to Earth



Orla the Alien lived on the planet Erutan which had 
two bright, green moons.
 
Its surface was covered with a fine blue dust and 
bright, pink rocks.  
 
The rocks had tiny holes in them which led to large 
tunnels under the surface of the planet.



Illustrated by Ruby Starr Parry aged 7



It was here that Orla, her mum, dad, grandpa and 
very annoying twin brother, Ord lived.

Orla belonged to a group of aliens called The 
Andromedians. They came in all shapes, sizes and 
colours.  
 
Everyone in Orla’s family were yellow, they each had 
four arms, two legs and one purple eye in the middle 
of their head. When they smiled, three shiny, white 
teeth would appear.



Illustrated by Annabel Wilson aged 7



Orla was a bit of a day dreamer. 
 
She would look out at all the other planets and 
moons in her galaxy and wonder what they were like. 
 
The place she wanted to visit more than anything 
was a planet called Earth.



Illustrated by Luca Cardwell aged 6



When she was little, her grandpa had sat her on 
his knee and told her marvellous stories about the 
faraway planet.  
  
He talked of snow-capped mountains, sparkling seas 
and beautiful gardens.



Illustrated by Avery Hamilton aged 6



Orla giggled when he described the silly things the 
‘humans’ got up to like wearing ‘clothes’ and living in 
‘houses’ made from bricks.

One night, Orla’s dad sat everyone down and 
explained that he’d be leaving to go on a special 
mission to Earth the very next day.



Illustrated by Katie Nersessian aged 5



Leaping out of bed the next morning Orla joined her 
family for a breakfast of ecaps (a delicious cross 
between bread and biscuit) topped with noom (an 
incredibly sweet syrup from the temoc plant) 

Feeling full and excited for dad’s mission, they all 
walked to the launch pad.



Illustrated by Eden Clement aged 6



The twin’s eyes grew to the size of flying saucers 
when they caught site of the enormous yellow and 
green pyramid shaped spaceship.  

On each side were two small round windows. In 
front, a set of steps led up to a pale green oval door.



Illustrated by Daniel Nersessian aged 8



Dad said they could go on the flight deck of the 
spaceship but only if they didn’t touch anything.

On the flight deck there was a control panel covered 
in bright buttons and switches. Dad explained what 
they all did.  

Orla listened carefully but mischievous Ord secretly 
disappeared.



Illustrated by Evie Harland aged 9



Dad soon realised that Ord was missing and 
frantically, searched under the bunks and behind 
boxes but there was no sign of him.  

He stopped suddenly when he heard a loud hissing 
sound. Startled, he turned to see that the spaceship 
door was shutting.



Illustrated by Rosie Kevan aged 7



He needed to get to the door’s emergency stop 
button quickly.  

He bolted down the passage but tripped and fell 
with a thud before he could push it.  

The door banged SHUT!



Illustrated by Tammy Andrews



He and Orla were trapped inside! 

As he rubbed his head, he spotted Ord back in the 
control room.   

His son had a great, big mischievous smile on his 
face as he dangled from the launch lever!



Illustrated by Heather McNiff



Quick as a flash, Dad raced towards the flight deck. 
With only moments to spare, he grabbed Orla and 
strapped themselves into the seats.
 
A split second later, the whole of the spaceship 
started to vibrate as the powerful engines ignited.



Illustrated by Connie Moody aged 9



He placed a space helmet on Orla’s head then flicked a 
switch on the control panel.  

A yellow number 10 appeared on a large screen. 

The final countdown began!

Orla squeezed her dad’s hand and closed her eye!

9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1…..  LIFT OFF!

All of a sudden, she felt the spaceship move with a 
judder.  



Illustrated by William Townsend aged 9



Several minutes later, the vibrating stopped and the 
noise disappeared.  

Bravely, Orla opened her eye and glanced at her 
dad.   

She could see hundreds of stars out of the window. 

Dad pointed to a tiny blue dot in the distance.  
To her amazement, she realised it was their planet.



Illustrated by Harry Townsend aged 5



Orla suddenly felt very tired and fell asleep.

She was woken by a bright flash of light. 

She rubbed her eye and gazed out of the window.

She could see huge, orange flames flickering 
brightly and the spaceship was shaking violently.



Illustrated by Ellie Young aged 9



Dad told her not to worry it was because they were 
just passing into Earth’s atmosphere.
 
The orange flames disappeared and Orla could see 
blue sky and white fluffy things flash by the window.



Illustrated by Emily Woolnough aged 8



As the ship continued to fall, she started to see the 
strange ‘houses’ her grandpa had told her about.

They were different shapes and sizes but they all 
had one thing in common.  

On every window there was a rainbow the colours 
sparkled in the sunlight.



Illustrated by Jessica Green aged 7



Orla smiled as they touched down on Earth. She 
couldn’t wait to explore.

Slowly she opened the door and jumped down onto 
something soft and green.

She looked around. 



Illustrated by Ethan Bowe aged 8



To her left she saw tall brown tubes on top of which 
were lots of small green shapes waving in the wind.
 
She saw a sign saying Stay Home, Stay Safe, Do not 
travel!



Illustrated by Samuel Startup aged 3 years and 4 months and his mum Nicola



Orla was scared and ran back to the safety of the 
spaceship.

Dad was surprised to see Orla back so soon.

‘’It’s not fair!’’ Orla screamed as she stamped her 
feet.
  
‘’We’ve travelled thousands of miles, and the signs 
say we have to stay at home!’’



Illustrated by Eva-Rose Maynard aged 9



Her dad didn’t know what she was talking about so 
he searched on the computer.

Straight away, WARNING – VIRUS flashed up on 
the screen in bright red letters.

Beneath that, in small letters she read - EARTH 
CLOSED!



Illustrated by Jacob James Maynard aged 5 (with a little help from mum) 



A stream of purple tears ran down Orla’s cheeks as 
she realised that she would never get to explore the 
planet.

However, she soon came up with a plan…



Illustrated by Emma Peckitt aged 7



Orla the Alien landed on Earth on 22nd April 2020, which just so 
happened to be World Earth Day. Unfortunately she was prevented 
from exploring our planet due to the country being in lockdown due 
to the Covid 19 virus. 

Frustrated, Orla set up the ‘At Home Nature Club’.  She asked 
children and their families to explore their local area and to share 
their finds with her. She regularly posted missions for them to 
complete, which were all focussed on getting them closer to nature. 

You can see some of the pictures of Orla completing the missions 
herself on the next page.  

You can still take part in the missions at
northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/school-and-group-visits/at-home-
nature-club



ORLA ON HER 
MISSIONS



Did you find these words hidden within the story?

nature    space    moon    comet

Clue - look carefully on pages 1 and 11AT H    MENature Club


