
North York Moors National Park Authority 

Resources for topics 

Farming in the North York Moors 

Curriculum Links 
Geography: 
• 	 Geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features and land-use patterns. 

The North York Moors National Park is a special landscape, rich in character, wildlife, history and 
heritage. The landscape we see today has been shaped by centuries of human activity and 
farming. It is a national asset, prized by people for many reasons including .. ... 

• 	 Tranquillity , space, peace, remoteness, fresh air, dark skies 
• 	 Outstanding and diverse landscapes 
• 	 Nationally and internationally important habitats and wildlife 
• 	 A wealth of historical remains 
• 	 Rich cultural heritage 
• 	 Great recreation and tourism opportunit ies 
• 	 Inspiration for artists and writers 
• 	 Production of resources such as food, wool, timber 
• 	 Employment opportunities 

This set of resources will help children to recognise the special qualities of the North York Moors 
landscape and to identify and explain some of the human and physical geography of the area. 





North York Moors National Park Authority 

Farming in the North York Moors 

Natural or not? * 
Geographical knowledge and skills: 
• 	 Observation from images; 
• 	 Developing geographical vocabulary to recognise, name and describe human and physical 

features and processes; 
• 	 Thinking critically about the meaning of 'natural' 

Print out copies of the photo of Danby Dale on page 2 . Spend some time looking at the picture 
closely. Then ask children to annotate it using coloured boxes I coloured sticky notes I different 
coloured pens to show physical and human features and processes. Example below. 

Roads and Farms bui ldings Fields, walls 
paths & houses and hedges 

Heather and 
rough grasses -	 Trees 

Moorland 

Rocks 

Key 
Physical features 


Weather and 
Physical processes 
climateD Human features 

• Human processes 

Then ask children to think about what 'natural' means with regard to landscapes and discuss 
with a partner. Then discuss as a class. Summarise and record vocabulary used . 

Ask children which of the features and processes above are natural? 

In fact only the physical processes, the rocks and some of the trees are natural. The moorland 
and farmland are managed and maintained by people. The landscape we see today has been 
shaped by centuries of human activity and farming. However, the fact that it often looks wild and 
natural is a feature that attracts tourists. 

* Activity adapted from www.geography.org.uk/nc2014 

www.geography.org.uk/nc2014
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North York Moors National Park Authority 

Farming in the North York Moors 

Case Study of Westerdale 


Ask children to look closely at the photograph of 
Westerdale (page 4) and describe what they can 
see. Discuss in pairs and then as a class. 
Summarise and record geographical vocabulary 
used. 

In the middle you can see fields separated by dry 
stone walls. There are areas of woodland and 
individual trees. Hidden amongst the trees are 
some agricultural buildings. In the foreground 
you can see bilberry and heather growing on the 
moorland. In the distance you can see where 
the more fertile and sheltered farmland gives 
way to moorland on the higher ground. 

The patchwork of fields with trad it ional sandstone farmhouses and miles of dry stone walls are an 
important part of the character of the North York Moors. Farming is the biggest land use in the 
National Park, there are about 1300 farms altogether. Arable and pastoral farming covers about 40% 
of the National Park. 

Different areas of the National Park support different types of farming. Arable farms grow crops. 
These are found mainly in the south of the National Park and along the coast where the land is flatter 
and the soil is more fertile. Arable farms often have large fields surrounded by hedges or fences. 

Pastoral farmers grow grass in fields and keep livestock such as cows (dairy or beef) or sheep. These 
farms often have small fields surrounded by hedges or dry stone walls. A crop of long grass is usually 
grown to be made into hay or silage for winter feed. 

High up on the moors it is too cold, wet and windy for crops to grow. Here only the hardiest breeds of 
sheep can survive, eating tough grasses and heather. 

Many of the farms in the North York Moors are small but they farm a mixture of sheltered valley 
bottoms, sloping valley sides and high, exposed moorland. Mixed farms have crops and livestock. 
They grow crops where there is good quality soil and graze livestock on higher land. Mixed farming is 
very common in the North York Moors. 

Tasks and Discussion Questions 


Find Westerdale on a map of the North York Moors. 

What t ime of year do you think this photograph was taken? 

Where might you find beef and diary cattle in this picture? 

Where might you find the hardiest sheep in this picture? 

Imagine this landscape in winter. What problems would the farmers have to deal with? 

Imagine standing on the top of the hill . What would the view look like and how would you feel? 

What sort of people might you expect to find in this place? 

Why do people like to visit this area? What qualit ies make it attractive to tourists? 




North York Moors National Park Authority 

Farming in the North York Moors 

Vocabulary Reminder 

Use these words to fill 
the gaps below. 

arable ha rdiest 

sheep moorland 

ferti le silage 

livestock heather 

da iry pastoral 

Farming is the biggest land use in the National Park, there are about 1300 

farms altogether. Pastoral and .. ... .. ... ... ... .. farming cover about 40% of the 

National Park. 

Arable farms grow crops and are mainly in the south of the National Park and 

along the coast where the land is flatter and the soil is more ... ... .. ... ... ... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . farmers grow grass in fields and keep livestock such as 

cows ( ... ... ... .. ... ... ... .. or beef) or . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A crop of long grass is 

usually grown to be made into hay or . .. ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... . for winter feed . 

High up on the moors it is too cold, wet and windy for crops to grow. Here only 

the . ... .. ... ... ... ... .. ... . breeds of sheep can survive, eating tough grasses and 

Many of the farms in the North York Moors are small but they farm a mixture of 

sheltered valley bottoms, sloping valley sides and high, exposed . .. ... ... ... ... .. . . 

Mixed farms have crops and livestock. They grow crops where there is good 

quality soil and graze ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... on higher land. 
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Farming in the North York Moors 

Below are key words which have been taken from the text. 

Can you find them in the grid square below? 

arable hardiest sheep moorland dairy 

fertile silage livestock heather pastoral 
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North York Moors National Park Authority 

Farming in the North York Moors 

Field sketch of Westerdale 

Print enough copies of the photograph and partially completed field sketch of Westerdale 
for ch ildren to have one each. Ask ch ildren to complete the field sketch using the 
photograph as a guide. 

Things to include: 

Colour in and create a key to show different types of landuse: 
• Improved grazing (fields with bright, green grass - fertilised to improve grazing ) 
• Rough grazing (hilly areas with grass mixed with other plants) 
• Moorland 
• Woodland 

Other features to label: 
Dry stone walls 
Hedges 
Buildings 

Make sure the sketch has a title. 
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North York Moors National Park Authority 

Environmental Assessment* 

Geographical knowledge and skills 
Observing, describing and comparing contrasting landscapes 

You will need the photographs on the following 3 pages. 
• Cambodian rubbish dump 
• North York Moors 
• Tokyo street scene 

Start with the photograph of the Cambodian rubbish dump. 

Ask children to work in pairs and make a list of adjectives to describe this place. 

As a class, discuss common elements identified by children and summarise and record some of the 

adjectives describing negative qualities. 


Repeat the exercise using the photo of the North York Moors. Are the adjectives offered the 

opposites of those in the previous exercise? 


Ask pupils to use positive and negative vocabulary to produce an environmental assessment 

recording sheet that can be used to compare different places. Example below. For each place, score 

each factor and then add up the scores. In this example, the higher the score, the higher quality the 

place. 


Assessment sheet for recording environmental quality 

Dull 1 2 3 4 5 Interesting 

Ugly 1 2 3 4 6 Bea ut ifu l 

Noisy 1 2 3 4 6 Peacefu l 

Smelly 1 2 3 4 6 Fresh 

Dirty 1 2 3 4 6 Clean 

Uncared for 1 2 3 4 6 Cared for 

Use t he t able to assess t he quality of different environment s using images of other contrasting places 
eg. the Tokyo street scene, or by visiting places in your local area. 

Ask child ren if they can see any potential problems with th is technique. 

Depending on which pairs of adject ives you use it can be quit e subjective. For example , consider 

these pairs of adject ives: modern & hist oric I bust ling & peaceful I crowded & empty I flat & 
mountainous I natural & manmade. How would you decide w hich of t he adjectives is high quality 
and which low? Different people will have different opinions depending on what sort of 
envi ronments they prefer. 

* Act ivity adapted from www.geography.org.uk/ nc2014 

www.geography.org.uk/nc2014
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Farming in the North York Moors 

Further Information and Resources 

For how to f ind a farm to visit in your area and resources for schools go to: 

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/school-and-group-visits/farm-visits 

Photo: Great Fryupdale by Chris Ceasar 

North York Moors National Park Education Service 
The Moors National Park Centre, Danby, Whitby Y021 2NB 
Tel: 01439 772700 Email: education@northyorkmoors.org.uk www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/schoolvisits 

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/schoolvisits
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/school-and-group-visits/farm-visits



