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The North York Moors National Park is a great place for people to use and enjoy.  This 
special and distinctive landscape is rich in character, wildlife, history and heritage.  It is home 
to around 25,000 people, it provides work, mainly in tourism and farming, and offers a great 
diversity of opportunities for recreation and access which attract around 10 million visitor days 
per year.  
 
National Parks are for everyone and there is a need to ensure that the benefits they offer are 
available to as wide a cross section of the population as possible. However, every visit has an 
impact on the Park, on its landscape, wildlife, local communities and other visitors and these 
impacts can be large, small, positive or negative.  
 
This range and diversity of opportunity does therefore bring with it a need for management 
and the North York Moors National Park Authority is working hard to balance the needs of the 
landscape, wildlife, local communities and visitors, to encourage sustainable use of the area 
and to alleviate problems and conflicts where they exist.   
 
The following pages provide examples of problems and conflicts caused by people in the 
Park, together with information about what the Park Authority is doing to alleviate the 
problems and suggestions for classroom activities.  Photographs are also provided to  
stimulate discussion.  
 
Curriculum Links 
 
Existing Curriculum 
Geography: 6j 
• How conflicting demands on an environment arise; 
• How and why attempts are made to plan and manage environments; 
• Effects of environmental management on people, places and environments 

 
Citizenship 
Express, justify, and defend, orally and in writing, a personal opinion about an issue; 
Contribute to group discussions and debates  
 
New Curriculum: 
Geography 
• human geography relating to economic activity and the use of natural resources  
 
Citizenship 
• KS3 -  the precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom  
• KS4 - the different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of his or her 

community  

 Introductory Notes for Teachers 
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Notes for Teachers 

Contents 
 
 What’s so special about the North York Moors? – fact finding 

  
 Illegal fly tipping and littering – design a poster 

 
 Off tarmac motorcycling – how would you raise awareness of this 

issue amongst motor cyclists? 
 

 Off road vehicles – role play activity 
 

 Footpath erosion – exercise about repairing a footpath, what is the best 
solution?  
 

 Unexpected events – discussion activity 
 

 Wild camping and antisocial behaviour – role play scenario 
 

 Wildfires – design a poster 
  
 Out of control dogs – role play scenario 
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What’s So Special About the North York Moors?  

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

Exercise 
Find out about the natural and built attractions in the North York Moors National Park. 
Search for attractions, villages and things to do on our website using these links:   
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/what-to-see-and-do  
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/what-to-see-and-do/activities  
 
 
 
 
Exercise -  What rights of access to people have in the countryside?  
Use this link to answer the questions below. 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/walking/rights-of-way-and-open-access 
 
• How many miles of public rights of way are there in the North York Moors National Park?   
• What are the different kinds of rights of way?  
• What does ‘Open Access’ mean? 
• What methods could you use to educate the public about the different types of right of 

way? 
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Illegal Fly-tipping and Littering 
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 1 to stimulate discussion.   
What are the problems and issues? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 
 Looks unsightly 
 Damage to habitats 
 Threat to wildlife – injury / getting trapped / eating litter 
 Who is going to take the rubbish way? 
 Is the rubbish causing pollution? 
 The rubbish could blow away and contaminate other areas such as  

watercourses. 

Solutions? 
What the National Park Authority does: 
 
o Encourage people to take their 

rubbish home with them. 
o The Ranger Service patrols problem 

areas and volunteers help collect 
litter.  

o Rubbish dumped on roadsides is the 
responsibility of the District Councils.  
The Ranger Service works with them 
to get it removed. 

o Rubbish dumped away from the 
roadside becomes the responsibility 
of the landowner.  The Ranger 
Service works with landowners to 
encourage them to remove litter. 

o People who dump rubbish illegally 
can be fined – but how do you find 
them? 

Further resources: *http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/130133.aspx 
*This is an external website for which the National Park Authority has no responsibility.  

Design a poster to 
encourage people not to 
fly tip or leave litter.  

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/130133.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/130133.aspx
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    Off Tarmac Motorcycling  
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 2  to stimulate discussion.   
What are the problems and issues? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 Disturbance and damage to the moorland habitat which is protected by 

legislation.  It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, a Special Protection 
Area and a Special Area of Conservation. 
*http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/sssi/default.aspx  

 Disturbance to wildlife especially ground nesting birds. 
 Disturbance to farm animals. 
 Conflict with other legitimate users of the footpaths and bridleways. 
 Noise pollution. 
 Some riders ride too fast past other users.  
 Frustration to representatives of motorsport who are trying to protect 

everyone’s interests. 

Solutions? 
What the National Park Authority does: 
 National Park Rangers consult and discuss the issues with motorcycle 

organisations – Auto Cycle Union and Trail Riders Fellowship.  They, in 
turn, educate their members. 

 National Park Rangers patrol problem areas with police and discuss the 
issues with riders.  Riders are informed of legal routes.  Persistent 
offenders have their motorbikes taken from them. 

 Riders to join clubs where the sport can be done legitimately. 
 Riders can arrange with a landowner to use their land. 
 National Park Authority issues fliers to give to riders explaining the 

issues. 

What medium would you use to raise awareness of these 
issues amongst offenders? What would you say to them?   

Further resources:  
*http://www.acu.org.uk/    * http://www.trf.org.uk/  
*This is an external website for which the National Park Authority has no responsibility. 
 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/sssi/default.aspx
http://www.acu.org.uk/
http://www.acu.org.uk/
http://www.acu.org.uk/
http://www.trf.org.uk/
http://www.trf.org.uk/
http://www.trf.org.uk/
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       Off-road Vehicles 
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on pages 3 and 4 to stimulate discussion.  
What are the problems and issues? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 Disturbance to the moorland habitat which is protected by legislation.   
      It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, a Special Protection Area and a          
      Special Area of Conservation.       
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/sssi/default.aspx * 
 Disturbance to wildlife especially ground nesting birds. 
 Disturbance and damage to historic rights of way (stone trods)  
 Disturbance to farm animals. 
 Conflict with other legitimate users of the footpaths and bridleways. 
 Noise pollution. 
 Damage can make it hard for other users to use the right of way. 

Solutions?  
What the National Park Authority can do: 
 Make it illegal for motorised vehicles to use the route by applying for 

Traffic Regulation Orders. 
 Advertise more sustainable routes and close those which aren’t 

sustainable. 
 Engage with recreational 4 x 4 organisations to adopt a code of 

conduct to protect routes from excessive damage.  How do you 
engage with users who don’t belong to these organisations? 

Use the role play cards to discuss the issues around off-road 
driving in a National Park. 

*This is an external website for which the National Park Authority has no responsibility. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/sssi/default.aspx
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Off-road Vehicles role play cards 

4 x 4 User: 
• “A small minority of 4 x 4 users are giving the rest of the 4 x 4 

community a bad name.  The majority of us follow a code of 
conduct to ensure proper and courteous use of these lanes. 

• There are miles of footpaths and bridleways in the National 
Park but only a few miles of green lanes.  If people don’t want to 
walk where there are vehicles then they can walk in many other 
areas.  There is room for all of us. 

• People say we damage the National Park but there are many 
footpaths which have been eroded which the National Park is 
quite happy to mend.” 
 

“Friends of the National Park”: 
• “Off road vehicles and motorbikes cause a lot of disturbance to 

the countryside just with their noise.  One  motorbike can be 
heard for miles around. 

• The green lanes  can’t cope with repeated use by many drivers.  
This is especially true in moorland areas where the surface is 
soon worn away and eroded. 

• These roads were never meant to be used by these sorts of 
vehicles.” 
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Off-road Vehicles role play cards 

4 x 4 Action Group: 
 
 “We have a legal right to use ‘green lanes’ just like a walker has 

a legal right to use footpaths. 
 By banning us from using them you are discriminating against 

us.  The National Park is meant to be for everyone not just 
walkers.” 

 

Local garage owner: 
 
 “Whilst I can see why people don’t like this type of recreation I 

actually benefit from it.  The drivers often come in to top up with 
diesel. They also buy a few snacks and drinks, it all helps me 
make a living. 

 I think the Park Authority should clearly signpost the legal tracks to 
discourage people from using tracks they aren’t supposed to”. 
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Off-road Vehicles role play cards 

Walkers: 
 
 “4 x 4 drivers and their vehicles are a nuisance. They cause havoc 

on some of the popular routes and once they have been through in 
wet weather it’s impossible to walk.   

 Some recreational activities just aren’t suitable in the countryside. 
Most people come here for peace and tranquilly to get away from 
traffic and noise. 

 Quite often they use tracks that they aren’t legally allowed to use. 
They think they can go anywhere they like!” 

 

Local resident: 
 
 “We go walking and cycling in the National Park regularly and we 

also use our 4x4 on the green lanes.  You can get to some really 
inaccessible places with the kids and it’s great fun for everyone.   

 We don’t drive fast or recklessly and we give way to other users 
when we meet them.      

 Taking away our right to use these lanes is wrong.  If they get too 
badly eroded then close them until they have recovered but don’t 
close them forever, that’s not fair.”   
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Off-road Vehicles role play cards 

Local farmer: 
 
 “Our house is just by a green lane and the problems of 4x4 

drivers has definitely got worse in the last 15-20 years. 
 Some weekends we can have up to 60 vehicles passing  

which causes a great disturbance. 
 The track can get really rutted and sometimes, when there’s 

been bad weather, it’s almost impossible to get down and it’s 
a real problem getting feed to my animals.” 

National Park Authority: 
 
 “Off-road users do cause damage to these ancient lanes 

particularly where they go over moorland. The moorland soil 
is thin and easily eroded.  Once water gets in the erosion 
gets worse.  Where tracks are bad then users move out from 
the main route thus making the track wider.  This just spreads 
the problem and makes it even worse. 

 A recent incident took place where there is an ancient 
moorland trod.  The trod is the original surface for the lane 
and would have been hundreds of years old. Unfortunately 
this one user found that the stones got in their way and 
moved them all, slinging them to the side of the lane.  
Hundred of years of history damaged in moments.” 

 National Parks are for everyone to use and enjoy. We don’t 
want to exclude any groups but we do need to try to balance 
the needs of different user groups and encourage people to 
use the environment sustainably.  
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Footpath Erosion 
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 5 to stimulate discussion.  What are the 
problems and issues ? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 Wearing away of soils. 
 Damage to habitat and disturbance to ground nesting birds.  This is a 

particular problem when walkers take a detour around a muddy patch 
thus widening the path. 

 Erosion makes the path difficult to use, particularly when rutted. 
 Falling rain follows ruts making them worse, washing more soil away. 
 Routes can become hazardous to users. 

Solutions?  What the National Park Authority is doing: 
 Repair routes using a suitable hard wearing material. See additional 

activity about the options for repairing a footpath.  
 Temporarily close particularly bad routes so that they can recover. 
 Divert routes to a more robust area. 

Use the following exercise on footpath maintenance to find out 
about some of the options for repairing and improving rights of 
way.  
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Exercise on footpath maintenance  

Newton Moor Bridleway – The problem 

This is a section of the Cleveland Way near Guisborough. It is a bridleway and is well 
used all year round by walkers, runners, cyclists and horse riders as it is close to the large 
populations of Guisborough and Teesside. This 200m section is very muddy and slippery 
in wet conditions. Water runs down the path surface because the original drainage has 
become ineffective due to the path surface being eroded out lower than the drains. 

The Cleveland Way is one of 15 national trails in England and Wales. National Trails are 
long distance routes for walking, cycling and horse riding through our finest landscapes. 
The Cleveland Way is a flagship route in the North York Moors. Around 6000 people walk 
the whole 109 mile route every year with many more thousands using short sections of it.  
Find out more at  *www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ClevelandWay 

What sort of restoration work would you recommend to improve this 
path surface?  

Any work should take into account the needs of the users and the impact 
on the surrounding environment. This section is 200m long and about 1m 
wide.  Use the following information to help you. 

*This is an external website for which the National Park Authority has no responsibility. 

http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ClevelandWay


       North York Moors National Park Authority 

         Conflict, Problems and Solutions 
  

©Mike Kipling 

Examples of path surfaces 
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    Examples of rights of way furniture 
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Exercise on footpath maintenance  
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Exercise on footpath maintenance  

Newton Moor Bridleway – The Solution 

This is a high profile path and is heavily used all year round. This justified a high quality restoration  
solution . Sandstone was used because it blends in best to the surrounding moorland landscape.   
   
A ditch was dug up the side of the path and the old drains removed. Any loose mud on the path 
surface was dug off. A mixture of grass seed and fertilizer was then broadcast on the path and then 
a layer of clean 40mm sized sandstone was spread on the path to build up the height. 40mm ‘crush 
and run’ was then spread on top to seal the surface and laid so that water ran off the path sides by 
making the centre of the path higher than edges and also incorporating run offs to catch water and 
divert it into the ditch. Finally the path was rolled to consolidate it and make a level surface.  
 
Grass seed was included to try and get a grass based surface to knit the stone together and 
minimise the impact on the surrounding landscape.  
 
Costs 
Stone £1770 
2 x Diggers £240 
1 x Dumper £90 
1 x Roller £60 
3 staff carried out the work in a week. 
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Unexpected Events 
On Sunday 19th June 2005 flash floods hit Helmsley.  Following a period of warm sunny 
weather large amounts of rain fell within a short period of time and, partly due to the hard 
sun-baked earth, the rain washed off the fields and into the streams feeding the River Rye, 
causing huge floods.   
 
70mm of rain fell within 3 hours (normally this much falls within a month).  Over the worst 
effected area a third of a month’s rain fell in just 15 minutes.   Much devastation was 
caused to  people’s houses and property together with erosion of the river flood plain.   In 
the National Park many rights of way were effected and 47 bridges were either completely 
washed away or seriously damaged.  It took 2 years to get everything back to normal with a 
cost well in excess of £300,000. 

Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 6  to stimulate discussion.  What are the 
problems and issues? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 Washing away of footpath surface – boardwalks, stone and soil. 
 Washing away of stream and river crossings – bridges and stepping 

stones. 
 Footpaths closed to public – walking routes disrupted.  
 Damage to wildlife and habitats.  
 Money for the repair of routes redirected from other works which have to 

be put on hold. 

Solutions? What the National Park 
Authority is doing. 
 Repair routes using a suitable 

hard wearing material.  See 
additional activity.  

 Replace damaged bridges, 
stiles and gates. 

 Use volunteers to help with the 
work. 

 Use volunteer rangers to patrol 
routes to give advice to walk 
users. 
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Wild Camping / Anti-social Behaviour 
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 7 to stimulate discussion.  What are the 
problems and issues? 

Some ideas: 
o Trees cut down, damage to the habitat. 
o Litter left lying around – danger to wildlife, people (especially broken 

glass).  Not nice for legitimate picnickers.  
o Charred remains of fire. 
o Tents – it is illegal to wild camp unless you have the landowner’s 

permission. 
o Noise and antisocial behaviour.  
o Using up police and ranger time – effective use of tax payers money? 

 
 

Solutions? What the National    
Park Authority is doing.  
 Ranger patrols of problem 

areas together with the 
police. 

 Undertake work to stop 
vehicles from parking off 
the roadside. 

 Educate people about the 
countryside code. 

Further resources 
*http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/default.aspx   
* This is an external website for which the National Park Authority has no responsibility. 

Role play scenario: 
In small groups have 4 people taking the position of the campers and 
2 people taking the position of the police constable and National Park 
Ranger.  Act out the scene above; can the police and ranger get the 
teenagers to tidy their mess? 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/default.aspx


       North York Moors National Park Authority 

          Conflict, Problems and Solutions 
  

©Mike Kipling 

Wildfires 
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 8 to stimulate discussion.  What are the 
problems and issues? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 Uncontrolled fires – how might fires start? 
 Danger to public, locals and fire fighters. 
 Damage to habitats and wildlife. 
 Release of carbon dioxide into the air. 
 Damage to moorland peat and the precious carbon sink. 

 

Solutions? What the National Park Authority is doing: 
 Rangers keep track of likelihood of fires through the fire severity index, 

see this link 
*http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/openaccess/firesever
ity.aspx 

 Rangers put out signs warning the public of extreme fire risks which ask 
them not to light fires, have BBQs or extinguish cigarettes carelessly. 

 Restore damaged areas of moorland. 

*This is an external website for which the National Park Authority has no responsibility. 

Design a poster warning the public of the danger of wildfires 
and advising people not have BBQs, open fires or to smoke in 
moorland areas. These posters would be put up all around the 
National Park at times of extreme fire risk. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/openaccess/fireseverity.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/openaccess/fireseverity.aspx
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Out of control dogs 
Exercise: 
Use the photographs on page 9 to stimulate discussion.  What are the 
problems and issues? 

Problems - some ideas: 
 Dogs off their leads and uncontrollable 
 Chasing off  ground nesting birds.  Death of birds and their chicks. 
 Chasing sheep – before lambing risk of miscarriage of lambs 
 Killing of sheep and/or lambs 
 Leaving of dog waste 
 If a dog is chasing livestock then the farmer can legally shoot it dead 

 
 

Solutions? What the National Park 
Authority is doing: 
 Produces  an advice leaflet  called 

‘Walking with Dogs’ so owners know 
their responsibilities. Information is 
also available on the website. 

 Promotes walks where dogs can go 
off the lead 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/vi
siting/walking/wwd  

 Voluntary rangers patrol the National 
Park and can advise people on their 
responsibilities. 

 Educates people about the 
countryside code. 
 
 Role play scenario: 

One person is a dog owner, one person is a farmer, one person is a 
National Park Ranger.  How does the Ranger resolve the issue of a 
dog chasing sheep and the farmer who has a right to shoot the dog 
dead? 

http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/walking/wwd
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/walking/wwd
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