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Wild Daffodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) 
 
The true wild daffodil, Narcissus pseudonarcissus ssp pseudonarcissus, is extremely 
important as it is the only daffodil species native to Britain. 
 

Objectives 
1. Promote the importance of wild daffodils 

 
2. Continue to monitor the Farndale wild daffodil population 

 
3. Undertake baseline surveys of wild daffodils in the Rosedale and Hartoft area and 

monitor the wild daffodil population subsequent years 
 

Introduction 
True wild daffodils are a perennial flowering geophyte of the family Amaryllidaceae. They 
can be recognised from the more showy garden varieties and hybrids by their altogether 
smaller, but perfectly formed, appearance. Wild daffodils have small, dainty flowers with 
characteristic pale yellow petals, with a golden yellow trumpet and narrow leaves.  It is still a 
sizable wildflower that grows in groups creating striking carpets of colour in early spring.  
 
Around 4,000 years after the last Ice Age, rising sea levels separated Britain from the 
mainland. Today N.pseudonarcissus ssp pseudonarcissus is quite widespread in mainland 
Europe. It is thought the British subspecies has since developed in isolation from those in 
Europe and it may be distinct at the genetic level.  However there is still some debate as to 
whether the species is truly native to Britain, or whether it was introduced long ago and has 
become naturalised, but we do describe N.pseudonarcissus ssp pseudonarcissus as our 
only native wild daffodil. The British subspecies is distinct from introduced non-native 
species, including the naturalised Tenby Daffodil N.pseudonarcissus ssp obvallaris. 
 
Between March and June the leaves photosynthesise to absorb light energy. Energy is 
stored in the bulb throughout the winter, enabling the plant to flower in early spring when 
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light levels are still low. In March to April when the daffodils are in flower they would 
ordinarily be pollinated by insects such as bumblebees, small flies and beetles resulting in 
the production of seeds. However if the spring weather is cold, and there are few insects 
around to pollinate the flowers, the daffodils have a second method of regeneration by the 
development of bulblets around the parent bulb. 

National Status 
In England and Wales wild daffodils have a scattered distribution but are frequently locally 
abundant especially in the west and south. Wild daffodils are rare in Scotland and very rare 
to absent in Ireland. 

Local Status  
The wild daffodil, Narcissus pseudonarcissus, is well known in the North York Moors due to 
the impressive and well known display in Farndale. Rosedale had been identified as a place 
where wild daffodils are also locally abundant in the North York Moors.  
 
The distribution of wild daffodils in the North York Moors National Park can be seen in Figure 
1. The yellow 1km2 squares are records of wild daffodils recorded from Nan Sykes work to 
compile the ‘Wild Plants and Their Habitats in the North York Moors’ (1993).  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 - The distribution of wild daffodils in the North York Moors. [N. Sykes map.] 

Legal Status 
Farndale wild daffodils are located in the Farndale Local Nature Reserve.  
 

Links to other local action plans 
 

Habitat Action Plans: Species Action Plans: 
Rivers and Streams   
Species-Rich Grassland   
Farmland   
Trees and Woodland   
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Threats 
• Over grazing or grazing by stock at the wrong times of year; it is important to avoid 

any leaf damage as this could allow rot and disease into the bulb.  
• Human trampling when people walk through areas of wild flowers.  
• Other threats could include deer trampling, pheasant scratching and slug damage.  
• Out-competition by scrub or other plant species for available space, correct light 

conditions and nutrients.  
• Cultivated and garden varieties of daffodils; as cultivated and garden varieties are 

making their way into the countryside there is the risk they will hybridse more readily 
with wild daffodils.  

 

Requirements 
• Wild daffodils grow mainly in partial shade in habitats such as woodlands, on 

riverbanks or in fields and grassland with clay or loam soils which are not too acidic.  

Local action 
• The Farndale wild daffodil population continues to be monitored using fixed-point 

photographs, whereby photographs are taken in exactly the same place each year to 
allow comparisons to be made overtime.  

• A baseline survey of the Rosedale and Hartoft wild daffodil population is being 
carried out, and in subsequent years the population will be monitored, using fixed-
point photographs to look at the wild daffodil distribution and flowering conditions 
overtime. 

Opportunities 
• To monitor wild daffodils in the Rosedale area over time to assess the impacts of 

stock grazing levels by looking at wild daffodils exposed to areas with stock and 
those areas fenced off from stock. 

• To look at potential competition between scrub and other species such as wild garlic. 
• To use volunteer groups and local landowners to assist with survey work. 
• To record flowering dates each year to look at potential change in phenology. 
• Continue working with farmers to support appropriate grazing regimes. 

What you can do to help 
• Visit the wild daffodils in North York Moors.  
• Stick to designated paths to avoid trampling the delicate wild daffodils. 
• Support local business who in turn care for our wild daffodils. 
• Get in touch with the North York Moors National Park ecologist to volunteer to 

monitor wild daffodils  
• Report wild daffodil locations to the National Park Authority using the online recording 

form on the National Park’s website. 
• Leave wild flowers for others to enjoy. 
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